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tad none hsra been luwt r m n ry. 

IlKMigh it! foniwr idor » no more, it kiill 
prewnti z moit intm jHcture t/) tlic con- 

UmpUtion of mrrouiulii iiationi. BUhi in ;;<;' 
nenu with x happr coil, -ith a benign climate, 
andaviriety of cnmcc - ■ -■- 



dit olire t 3nd under the mulbeny t 
the lilic-wonn ipini her prcciout web, tlic ^i(-i-|) 
■lu yield their fleece to the hand of the Uit-ui-cr. 
1^ fruit! are abunJiint and di-licioun i xtid 
dwagh in tome diitricM the Kureliin^ h'Min 
.iAntrof the rerdure, and in other* the tevMiiy -li 
Ihe fiift nipt the blofcom, the air in far tli^ 
fretteft put ii talubrioui, and the temiwi^cuic 
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In nncient times Italy was known by the c 
ferent appellations of Satumia, jEnotria, H 
peria, and Ausonia, names derived from 
original inhabitants or iti situation. Its boui: 
aries have been fiied by nature itself; for 
three sides it is surrounded by the sea, and 
the fourth it has the lofty Alps for its barri 
The Appenines, a long chain of mountains, r 
througli Its whole length, and not only divers 
its features but its climate. Italy is about ni 
hundred miles long, but of very unequal brcadi 
In shape it resembles a man's leg much nic 
nearly than an oak leaf, to which the anciei 

Like most other countries, in early ttmest 
was divided into numerous petty states and ion 
doms. Concemine its aborigines and its p 
mitive state, historians are much divided } an 
as they all write from conjecture, it is in Vain 
attempt to settle their disputes. The native i 
habitants were probably few, before the Gree 
established several flourishing colonies on t 
coasts. We read of the Pelasgi, the Siculi, t 
Arcades, the Ruculi, the Volici, the Etrusci, t 
Ligures, the Sabini, the Latini, and other i 
tions i but we know very Iktle more respectji 
the generality of them besides their name, 
may be proper, however, to observe, that t 
iriodem Geneva was inhabited by the l>cnriai 
The Venetians held that part of their late d 
mains, which lies to the east of the Adise. T 
Etruscans and the Umbrians possessed the mi 
dli.' districts of the peninsula^ now the fcingck 
of Emiria and the ecclesiastical state. From ti 
Tiln r to the frontiers of Naples was once t 
towiiirv of the Sabtnes, the LatinS) and i! 
Vol« 



: Cnpnn and CampnTiui n* aow tlw !«-• 
Ttor nf N:tp)M ; the Muni, the'l f ai hCT , the 
itpulixns, und llic Lucanlans, iMdld the tcM of 
(be country. 

It Ncms In 1>p certiiin that dw principal of 
ihcve natiiint dertvt^tf tl)^ir utigfm from tha 
Gcepkii but i^^o nnly, ilie Etnucam and ^e 
l^taih aT4- mentirincd with rmj puticular dia- 
tinction, nr dc-iervu to have their tnuuaAkms re- 
cnrded. Other people occiisiomllx appear oa 
the UAf^e (in ncf nunt of ihuir contctti with the 
"■ Rntnam, t') wlioa- power llifj- finaltf lubmit- 
M^ltat.'indnMadaMlT'of dwcelabritr tbey de- 
rivad mm diu eirctmutanc^ diej' are onworthf 
«f Mdn in diu pbMh 

- Khak, the etmauf of dwEtnttci, if not tlie 
twt >iOf wJ. iM eiMliily thafim cinliscdand 
bett oifitnMd of «» in Ittlf. It eitended 
along the coast ham oh Alpi u the itnits of 
Sicdr, and was divided into imall districu, each 
of which had itiktnff- These petty sovereigns 
■onediMi c(mEende<rwith each other, ;<nd some- 
timei ttnited thor aims against the common 
enenif. Each itate appointed a lictnr to be the 
leader of iti anny ( and hence from the numbc-r 
tf Scton, the force of the allied pnwers could ge- 
nerally be eetimated. From the Ktmscun! 
it wai that the Roman* borrowed their ccremu 
HM. their lacrificei, and their augury ; and sue 
wat tiw veneration paid to Etnina by this gre^ 
mtJon, that before the conquest of Greece, t! 
Roman youth sied to be sent there m recei 
AtHr adacation. No European country irnji 
Ntma to have made tuch an early and su gr 
a pnAei«acy in the arti and sciences us Etrv 
" ' 1 remains of its works, still 



served in the cabinets of the curious, are rrferred 
to as stanJards inelegance and taste. The Etrus- 
can language difiered both from the Greek and 
the Roman. Some inscriptions in it are still ex- 
tant on the beautiftd vases of that counlr>-, which 
Jiave escaped the ravages of so man; ages. 

Bui it v-as not only in the mild arts of peace, 
but also in the fierce combat of war, that the 
Etruscans were distingtiished. They made many 
a bold and resolute stand against the rising power 
-of Rome ; and it was not till after tlie emision 
of much blood, that they bowed their necks to 
that yoke, which almost al) the nations on earth 
were in succession doomed to bear. 

The Latins, or the inhabitants of Latium, as 
being more immediately the ancestors of the Ro- 
mans, require to have their history somewhat 
detailed. Yet such is the intermixture of table 
with truth in all that regards their early trans- 
a^ions, that we cannot pretend in all cases to 
separate the one from the other. 

Before the arrival of .£neas in Italy we read 
of only three kings reigning in Latium, whose 
names were Picus, Faunus, and Latiniis. Picus, 
on the poetic authority of Virgil, who no doubt 
meant to flatter the Romans by his fiction, was 
tlie s(in of Saturn, as Faunus, with more proba- 
bility, was the son of Picus. 

In the reign of Faunus a colony of Arcadians, 
under the command of Evander, landed in a 
port of Latium, and being permitted to occupy 
a sm.ill uncultivated hill near the Tiber, built 
there a city called Pallanteum. 

Latinus succeeded his father Faunus. This 
prince is celebrated in history, not so mncb for 
his wisdom or prowess as for the memorable' in- 
cident 




A of tIiL< aiTivd of Matm IB Latintn, with 

I At compimicins of his mAnaam, which hap>. 
pmed while he filled ihB diroiMv 
At thi« conjuncture Lutiuiiwu engaged in a 
tu- with the Rutuli, and hnnwdiatelj^ on receiv- 
ing intelligence of the itm^;en having landed 
in bit dominicins marched towardi them, ex- 
pecting to Cnd an undiwipSoed banditti. But 
the pious JEixea-s, who hai bee& immortaliccd 
by the prince of Latin pCMti, though command- 
[ a faod^ of hardy and experienced veterans, 
" • of peace. XJUitHU listened to 
* uid'pityfaic the nufertunee 
I uriywadwm a portion 
D of their joining luni against 

It eagerlj aidiraced the offer, 

t fuCuiwai ' iDch enouial tervice in the 
iia of the Latini) that thii monarch be- 
Kowad on him hit onlv daughter, Laviniii, in 
muiiage, with the right of luccession to the 

In ord«r to testify his gratitude to Latiiius, 
and his afiedion for Lavinia, iEneas gave her 
name to the camp he had pitched, and culled it 
Lavininm. The Trojans following tlie cxLimple 
of thieir leader, intermarried, and formed fin- 
ances with the Latin famiUes ; and thus in :i shnrc 
time they became one and the same peopk. 

Mean while Faunus, who under the iiuiipiccs 
of his mother had made public pretensions to 
tht band of Lavimo. before the arrival of ilio 
IVqans seeing himself defeated in his views 
both of a wife and a throne, and following the 
impnlse of jealousy and resentment, went over 
to the Rtituli, and rekindled tlie embers of a war 
that had almost been extinguished. A buttle ^non 
B 3 took 
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took place, in vhich both he and l.at!inis nub 
their file. 

By the death of his father-in-law and the re- 
moval of hii rival Fuuiiu^ the quiet pos&e^siun 
of tlie kingdom of Latium tell to .^neas, and 
diuiiig three years of peace he sprayed the scep- 
tre with equal wisdom and impartiality. 

In this space of time he employed himself ia 
consolidating the two chfferenl nations who 
owned his authority ; iind, in order to civiliic 
and refine their manners, he established the 
Greek games and festivals, the riles and worsliip 
of Vesta, the veneration of the Lares, and the 
belief in a palladium. Thus blending the sanc- 
tions of religion with the poUcy of civil govertt- 
ment, he confirmed his power, and at the same 
time secured the happiness of his subjects. 

His repose however ivas not of long duration. 
The Kiituli, the ancient enemies of Latium, en- 
tering into an alliance iwith Mezentius king of 
the Tyrrhenians, took tiie field with a design of 
expelling the Trojans, whose prosperity began 
to excite their jealousy. £nCBS marched against 
them ; and, in an engagement near the banks of 
the Numicus, being hardly pressed by the ene- 
my, he \^'as unibrtunately precipitated into that 
river and drowned. 

The Trojans had the artifice to conceal hi* 
body, and spread a reporty to which the credu- 
lous superstition of his people readily li<:tcned, 
tliat he had disappeared in the heat of the action, 
and was translated to heaven. Accordingly a 
tenipk' was erected to his honour ; and be was 
worshipped under the title of Jupiter Indiges. 

On the death of .£neas, his son Ascanius, lu- 
lus, or Julius, who was bora to him by Creusa 
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ft tlu full of Troy, a.«tuffled the reins of go> 
ment ; and, with remarkable ptudciice for a 
tf muiii ncicd on the dcfemivB ng»init hii 
^t be found iL favnuruhle opniirtuiiity of 
► His inisuure« wei* to well concerted, 
• main body of the cnnny was entirely 
\ and ibo heroic Lauiuft the >iin nf Me- 
ulain in tlw (lursuit. Hi* TjUilt wai 
to lUHictcd and dithcarti-ncd by this Ions, that he 
unmediately xut^d for peacei which wu:i granted 
him, upon cimdition thul in futurt ilie Tiber 
■hould be the boundary between tlie Latin and 
Etrunan territories. 

Meanwhile Luvinia, the niOther<in-l;iw i>f the 
■if^pregnanti and 
""-^ -fAscaniul, 
) the WBi 

, n ahe named 

r hii ftther, and Sylviui from the 
place of hi> birth. The king, however, finding 
that the diiappearance of Lavinia exritcd .sit-in- 
ciofu injurioui to hii reputation, ordered tliL- 
■trictett tearch to be made after her retrv^it ; inul 
having dttcovered both her and her sort, treated 
them with the kindest attention. 

Lavinium, which had been founded by h'm t:t- 
ther, daily increased in extent and popubitioji ; 
bot M it wai in reality the patrimony tit ].:ivi- 
nio, and the inheritance of her infant son, A^i.i- 
niuf, with a noble seniie of etjuity, resolved ut 
remen it to the lawful heirs, and to build a c iiy 
ftrhinuelf. Accordingly he founded Allia 



n, and made it the cupiul of hia new sovL'iei);nty. 
Here he died after n rcij^n of about thiny-'ii'l^i 

^1, twelTe of wliich were ajJent at Allni. lie 
but one loni turned after him, lulus i so tl^i 
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between him andSflTius lay the right of sue 
cession to the Latin throne. 

The inliabicaiits of Latium seeing their littli 
Isingdom on ihe eve of being disturbed and di 
vided by the contending claims of the uncle an< 
thenephcw,united Alba and Lavintum under on 
sovereignty, which they conferred on Sylvius tb 
son of Lavinia and daughter of Latinus, in pre 
ference to lulus who was the offspring M ; 
stranger. They however bestowed the sovereigi 
pontilicalc on the latter, a power which hence 
forth continued in his family ; and thus recon 
ciled tlie discordant interests of the two com 
petitors. 

A succession of thirteen kings of the line o; 
Sylvius swayed the sceptre of Latium at the citj 
of Alba, for nearly four hundred years ; but wi 
scarcely know any thing of their histories, exccpi 
their names and the duration of their reigns, ll 
woiUd be tedious and uninteresting to recite such 
a dry catalogue ; suffice it to say, that at lasl 
Frucas, the son of Aventinus and father of Nu^ 
mitor and Amulius, after a reign of twenty^ 
three years, bequeathed the throne to his eldesi 
son Numitor, 

Amulius, however, infinitely surpassing hi 
brother in courage and a spirit of enterprisi 
usurped the government ; and, in order to secu' 
his ill-gotten power by means still more nela 
ous, murdered his nephew jEgestus, and th 
compelled Rhea Sylvia, liis brotlier'i o 
daughter, to dt-'dicate herself to Vesta, by w-h' 
on pain of death, she was doomed to perpe 
virannity. 

Thus having removed, as he imagined 
appreheosioi;; of seeing a claimant to the tl 



jnt the desceitdants ct Numitor, he 

in the enjoyment of his usurpation, 

li Seen effected nnd established by such 

id unnatural policy. The event, how- 

iruslratcd all bis hopes, and disconcerted 

Rhea Sylvia in a solitary walk to a neigh- 
ofluring grove in order to fetch water, was met 
and violated by a mail whom, in palliation of 
her offence, she averred to be Mars, the god of 
w-ar. Whoever this lover of hers might have 
been, whether some person who deceived her by 
assuming so great a name, or AiRulius him- 
eelf, as some writers affirm, it is impossible to 
determine ; certain it is, that in due time she 
was delivered of twin boys, who were no sooner 
bom, than devoted by die usurper to destruc- 
lion. The mother was condemned to be buried 
alive, the usual punishment for vestals who had 
offended against chastity j but on the interces- 
sion of Amho, the daughter of Amulius, this 
sentence was changed to perpetual imprison- 
ment. Her two infants, however, were ordered 
to be thrown into the Tiber, after being inclosed 
in one eradie. The cradle floating down the 
stream, was borne to the foot of the Aventine 
mount, and there stranded. In this sittialion, 
therefore, they continued without harm ; and, 
that no part of their preservation might want 
its wonders, we are told, that they were for some 
time suckled by a wolf, until Faustulus, the 
kbg's herdsman, finding them thus exposed, and 
recognising who they were, brought diem liome 
Id Acca Laurentia, his wife, who nursed them 
u her own. Some, however, will have it iliat 
6it sqrse'H name was Lupa, which gave ri:^e o 
the 
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the "itciry nf tlicir being nourished b^ a w 
but where fiction so evidently prevails, it is 
less to attempt to balance probabilities. 

Romulus and Remus, the twins thus Btran 
preseived, seem early to have discovered : 
ties and desires above the meanness of their 
posed original. The shepherd's life begai 
displease tlicm i and, from tending flock 
hunting wild beasts, they soon turned their 7 
against the robbers who infested the coui 
whom they often stripped of their plunder, 
shared it among their fcUow-shepherds. 

In one of these predatory eircursions. Re 
was taken prisoner by Niimitor's herdsmen, 
brought him befrjre the king, and accused 
of the crime which he had so often attem 
to suppress, Romulus, however, being infor 
by Faustulus of his real birth, was not remi; 
assembling a number of his fellow-shepherd 
order to rescue his brother from prison, 
force the sceptre from die hands of the usut 
Yet, being too feeble to act openly, he direi 
liis followers to a.ssemble near the place by 
ferent ways, and, as a distinguishing ensigi 
carry handfuls of hay (manipuli) tied to 1 
poles. Meanwhile Remus with equal vigtii 
gained upon the citizens within. Amulius, I 
beset on all sides, and not knowing what e: 
dient to adopt for his security, was, during 
amazement and distraction, taken and 9 
while Numitor, who had been deposed fort; 
years, recognised his grandsons, and was 
more restored to the throne. 

Numitor being thus secured in the qoie 
session of the kingdom, his grandsons re; 
to build a city upon those bills where th( 
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citTf and preparvd \'» r-il^. v"^ Ktr:.-^.'/^ 
(BW tenlcrsy were several iwr^l^ > vi-.cr. ic- 
, cbeir lineage from t;i'; 'L'r/ydrtu ; ^:^% ;. 
D carry on die dc>l;;n v/itr. .Ti.'';rvei^^--J. •...'.••, 
leople were iiivtded inv/ tv/o p^r-^ ; ^^-l.- '.« 
bi it was siipp'/'Mrdf wotil'i i.v-*i:'.rv,..v 
ate the other, but what '/..&% o^-ii^r'ut : i.\ 
Ivantage, proved nearl/ faal to v..i *:::.«;>: 
ly ; it gave birth to two fiiACtfvr:^, <jrjf: p..--- 
ig Romulusy the (y '.her Ricjri-i\f ti'ij, v^.v.- 
s difTered alxmt tlfr ^p^A wrjtrr^ Ou« i / 
Id stand. To terminate tjin d;S;;<i V:« *.: . / 

advised by the king Xf» t;iLk« k.\ '^:£i/r:. :.- ,;.j 
light of bird%; and that I«r wI-if.'M: i.:r..-r'i 
ed most favourable, tho'^id i:i :JI r«>;^:'-.'*^ 

paramount authority. In c'^rr.pii:;tr^« /• v. 
suggestion, they Unh tr^^lc tiivrr ^.u^'.^- . 

different hill v. To Ren-i^ ;ip,:>:i.:''j < ; 
ires; to Romulus fA-io; •;..o. ri-rrr.V;- : y, 
each party thou£?Lt itv.!r vki.'/ri -i^; ? 
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and left sole commander^ began the foundati 

of a city that was one day to ^ve laws to t 

world. It was called Kome, after i 

y^ f^ name of the founder, and built upon t 

3'iS6. Palatine hill, on which he had taken 1 

^ Q successful omen. The city was at fi 

748.' almost square, and about a mile 

compass, containing about a thousa 

houses, or rather huts* Even the palace of E 

mulus was built of reeds, and thatched wi 

straw ; and his government extended over 

small territory of about eight miles. Howevi 

small as it appears, it was, notwithstanding, i 

adequately peopled ; and the first method ma 

use of to mcrease its inhabitants, was the ope 

ing a sanctuary for all malefactors, slaves, ai 

such as were desirous of novelty. These car 

in great multitudes, and contributed to au 

mcnt the number of the legislator's new subjec 

To have a just idea therefore of Rome, in 

infant state, we have only to picture a collect i< 

of temporary cottages surrounded by a feeb 

yv'dW of mud, rather filled with a tumultuous ai 

vicious rabble, than with subjects used to ob 

dicnce and control : we have only to concei 

men bred to rapine, living in a place that seemi 

merely calculated for the reception of plunde 

and yet, to our astonishment, we shall find d 

assemblage of huts gradually rising into tl 

most splendid piles of architecture ; this t 

multuous concourse uniting in the strictest boui 

oi society ; this lawless rabble assuming the mc 

decorous manners, and setting examples to s 

tlic world of valour, virtue, and a regard for r 

li^j'ion. 

cha: 
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Mm On fisUdSv Hi to the ErpMm of 
nnpM, n hat King. 

SCAKCELY wu Rome btcome hftbit.-ib]e, 
vkm iti nde ddieiu began to think of 
^fiof nina fc(m to thair conititution. Their 
int oh | l rt im to imite libeity with legitimate 
■■h w fa y I CD final * Und of mixed monarchy, 
b liMik w povw wu to be adjusted and di- 
ridldkWPan the prtaic* and the people. Ro- 
mAm^ br an act of oncommon genmrotity, or 
iMb# of polieTf left dwm at liberty to choose 
Aor kin^ t >^ thef, is gratitadci concurred to 
dect their founder, at was probably expected. 
He was accordingly acknowledged as chief of 
ibcir religion] sovereign maffiitrate of Rome, 
tad general of the army. B<»ides a giiard to 
attend his person, it was agreed that he sliould 
be precedea, wherever he went, by twelve nn-n 
armed iMth axes tied up in a bundle of rods 
or fasces, who were to serve as executioners of 
the law, and to impress his new subjects with 
m idea of subjection. Yet still this authority 
was oader rery great restrictiona, as the whole 
yowcr of die king consisted in caUing tlic senate 
logadwr I in assembling the people « in conduct- 
lag th* aimyi when it was decreed by the other 
|art of the constitution that they should go to 
Vari and in appointing the questors, or tre^< 
■ann of the public money ) officers who, at 
c tliat 
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tliat time, could have but veiy little emploj-men' 
as neither ihe solJiers nor m;tgistrLites receive 
any pay. 

The ienaic, which was to act as counsellors i 
the king, was ccimposed of a hundred nt tl. 
principiu ciciKens ot Rome, consisting of me 
whose age, wisdom, or valour, gave them a n: 
tural influence among tlicir tellow-subjects. 11: 
king named the first senator, and appointed hii 
10 the goveniment of llie city, whenever vn 
required the general's absence. In thisrespec 
able Lissembly wus transacted all the imjiortai 
buiiness of the state, the king himself presidinj 
although every question was to be detcrmmed fa 
d majority of vmces. As they were supposed 1 
luve a paternal afiecdon for the people, die 
iverc called Fathers ; and their descendants, P^ 
iricians. To the Patricians belonged all ti 
principal offices of the state, as well ai of tl 
pi-iesthood. To these situations they were aj 
pointed by the tenate and the pe(>ple, while tl 
lower ranks of citizens, eidiided from all viev 
of promotion for themselves, were to eipect ai 
vantages only from their valour in war, or the 
asiidjity in agriculture. 

The Plebeians, who composed the tliird pa 
uf tlie legiaUture, assumed to themselves tl 
power oi sanctioning those laws which we 
p.i>.^t'd by the king or the senate. All things i 
l.itive to peace or war, tn the election ti m 
jjistratcs, and even to ilie chiwsinff a king, we 
conhiTned by tlieir suRrages. In their num 
niub ^'.^semblies all enCerpri»es against ihe enen 
were proposed, while tlie lenate had only a t 
p;iiivc v(iic& Thus wa* the state composed 
ilirie orders, each intended as a check upon t 
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frr the pcrple resolved whether the proposals 
' «f the Vine were agreeable to them ; the senate 
deliberated upon the erpeUiency of the measure; 
and llie king gave aiuntation to tlie whole by 
diieciine the execution. But, though the peo- 
ple by these regulation* seemed in possession of 
great power, yet an important circumstance con- 
tributed greatly to tts diminution ; namely, the 
rights of oatronage, which were lodged in the 
senate. The king, sensible that in every state 
there must be a dependence of the necessitous 
Opoii the powerful, gave permission to every 
plebeian to choose one among the senators for a 
patnm. The bond was very strong, and implied 
a mutuality of obligations ; the patron was to 
give protection to nts client, to assist him witli 
nil advice and fortune, to plead for him before 
the judge, and to rcscne him from every oppres- 
sion. On the other hand, the client attached 
himself to the interests of liie patron; assisted 
him, if poor, to portion his daughters, to p;iy 
hi* debts, or his ransom^ in case of being taken 
prisoner ; he was to follow him on every service 
of danger ; whenever he stood candidate for 
an office, he was obliged to give him his suf- 
frage ; and was prohibited from giving testi- 
mony in a court of justice if his evidence affect- 
ed the welfare of his patron. These reciprocal 
duties were held so sacred, that those who vio- 
lated them were ever after held infamous, and 
excluded from the protection of the laws : so 
that from hence we see the senators, in effect, 
were possessed of the suffrages of their clients ; 
met all that was left the people, was only the 
power of choosing what patron they should 
obey. Id a nation, however, ao barbarous and 
c 2 fierce 

i 



if IB of ratioiu da die flight 

t»rds and ».. imruli m haaU, to direct the 

iwnt, nnd to dire into fiitarity. Thii tmous 

ludi originating in the first initxnce from igno- 

nce. soon became a mott tuefal machine in 

le bands of goremmeiit. Ronmhu, hj an ei- 

mn law, comminded, that no election ^ould 

le made, nnr any enterpriie nndertxfcen, with* 

out fint coniultine the Kx>du2Jets, With equal 

vfidoni he ordatnedi that no new diTinitin 

dmiU be introduced into pnblic worship ; that 

At prieidx>od should continue for hie { and that 

fint dunld be eligible to tluf office before the 

'tgjtvfSfty. He S»bade diem to mix fable 

*•» die nuTsteriei of their religion i and. that 

Acf njg^ be qnaltfied to teach o^ers, he or- 

'dnMOattheTKioaldbedtebistonographers of 

die dmei. llieu regnlations are so judicious 

dut they reflect honom- on the tej^islative talents 

of Romulus. It is to be lamented that their 

sprit and essence have not been retained, where 

erer a priesthood was established. 

Of his other laws we have but few fragment 
nmaining. From these however we learn, th; 
Tires were forbidden, upon any prctctt wht 
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kfaMil Uu lucent of any cnletpriM. They loc 
''mdoiu fniCB the lictinu bel«e they were cui 
>«VcnlT>ihi»irlhty ■eiecutur sfiomih; Hj:r 

tat, 6ial(iiicniM, wine, or waHi, Died in ihc in 
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soever, to separate from their husuo..^ 
on the contrary, the husband was empowei 
repudiate the wife, and even to put her to c 
^vith the consent of her relations, in case sh 
detected in aduhery, in attempting to p 
him, in making false keys, or even of h 
drunk too much wine. His laws relati^ 
children and their parents were yet still 
severe ; the father had an entire power ovi 
I o£Fspring, both of fortune and life ; he coul 

them or imprison them at any period of 
I lives, or in any stations to which they we 

1 rived. The fath^ might also expose his chil 

I if bom with any deformities, having previ 

communicated his intentions to his five n< 
kindred* Our lawgiver seemed more hu 
] even to his enemies ; for his subjects were 

hibited from killing them after they had 
rendered, or even from selling them : his 
bition only aimed at diminishing the numl 
his foes by converting them into friends. 

After having exerted himself to increa^ 
subjects, and to regulate them by laws, he 
gave orders to ascertain their numbers, 
whole amounted to but three thousand 
and about as many hundred horsemen, ca 
of bearing arms. These therefore were dr 
equally into three tribes, and to each h 
signed a different part of the city. Ea< 
these tribes again was subdivided into ten c 
or companies, consisting of a hundred men, 
a centurion to command it ; a priest dei 
natcd Curio to perform the sacrifices ; an 
of the principal inhabitants, called Duu 
to di«;iiil>ute justice. According to the n 
of Cuiise he divided tlie lands into thins 

ic 



wing one portion for public uses, and ;in- 
pr for religious ceremonies. The sinfiplicity 
1 fragality of the times will be best under- 
)d by observing, that a citizen was not al- 
ed above two acres of ground for his own 
sistence. Of tlie horsemen already men- 
led, ten were cliosen from each Curiae : these 
•e particularly appointed to surround the pcr- 
of the king in battle ; of them his guard 
i composed ; and from their alacrity in war, 
Tom some other circumstance connected with 
Ir establishment, they were called Ccleres, a 
rd equivalent to light horsemen in our Ian* 

V government thus wisely instituted, it may 
1 be supposed, induced numbers to claim its 
tection; each day indeed added to its strengtii ; 
Ititudes flocked in from all the adjacent towns ; 
I it only seemed to want women to perpetuate 
iuration. In this exigence, Romulus, ])y the 
'ice <»f the s(?narc*, sent Joputies to llie S;i- 
cs, liis neighbours, entreating their alliance, 
1, upon the terms of intermarriages, ofleriiig 
cement the most strict confederacy with them, 
le Sabines, who were then considered as the 
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tliroughout all the neighbouring villages, s 
niiide the most magnificent preparations for 
solemnization. The Sabines, as he had expect 
were among the foremost who came to be sp 
tators, bringing their wives and daughters p 
them, to share the pleasures of the sight. 1 
inhabitants also of many of the neighbour 
towns attended, who were received by 
Romans with marks of the most cordial ho 
tality. In tlie mean time the games began; j 
while the strangers were intent upon the s[ 
tacle, a number of the Roman youth ru5he< 
am(^ng them with drawn swords, seized 
youngest and most beautiful women, and can 
them oflF by violence. In vain the parents j 
tested against this breach of hospitality; in \ 
the virgms at first opposed the attempts of t] 
ravishers; perseverance and caresses obtai 
those favours which timidity at first denied ; 
that the betrayers, from being objects of a^ 
sion, soon became the partners of their dea 
affections. 

But though the ladies in general were soon 
conciled to their resolute lovers, their pap 
highly resented the affront. The citizens 
Cecina, Antenna?, and Crustuminum, were 
£ rst who resolved to revenge the common c» 
which the Sabines seemed too dilatory in ] 
suing. These, by making separate inroads, 
came a more easy conquest to Romulus, ^ 
first overthrew the Cecinenses, slew their V 
Acn^n in single combat, and made an offei 
<>t the royal spoils to Jupiter Feretrius, on 
i;inio spot where the capitol was afterws 
I)' lilt. The Antemnates and Crustumini 
J. I- d tli^j yimc fiUe; tlicir armies were o^ 

thro 



^^^^H^ and tlicir ciues U 
^^^^Hfc made a vny m 

nH^wwni, be only pUo«I fi 
Riomsni ia them, to MpMi 




-.„ anntf-fivc thovand mui ._. 

Knsagem to a lapcrioit^ i« tann. Tarpeu, 
danf^buT to ihr commiaacr flf ^ Cs^holinc 
kill, happened ti> Fall ion Us hndif u the 
vtnt iriuiout the wuIlidfdHd^tDfietdi water. 
fboo Iw ha prrratledr bf hi^ pnmiia, to 
m^flnaof megataiW Ui annr. There- 
tadaha angacad fcr «ra% winB dH nldtcn wore 
M thnr imm, by which iha meant their brace< 
Icti, Tliyy, however, lithermutakinghermcaii- 
Ing, r.i liciwiing her [ict^dy, threw their bucl-- 
iirt upon her as [liey entered, and cni«hcd her 
to death. The Sabines, being thus powcsscd of 
the Ctpitoline, h;id the advantage oT continuing 
the war at their pleasure, and for tome time only 
■light encoontert passed between them and the 
Kanunk The tediousneu of thii contest, how- 
ever, tKgaa to cxhauiit both panics ; m> tliat 
eachwid&d, but neither would noop to sue for 
faace. A duLre o( peace often prompts tlic 
noit vigOTtms eieninrvn in war i both side<i rr- 
aoJring toLerminaii- li' ir differences by a deci- 
■irc action, a Fenn.i! <n^agement endued, which 
wt«rHiewedfcrsever.il dayi, with almost e<|iial 
necau. Both armies contended for all that wa( 
in life, and nd^r could think of siil>- 
mittiiij;. 



mitting. In the valley between the Cap 

and Quiriiud hills, the last engagemen 

fought between the Romans and the S: 

The battle was become general, and the s 

ter prodigious, when the attention of botl 

was suddenly turned from the scene of 

before them, to another infinitely more ii 

ing to humanity. The Sabine women, wj 

been carried off by the Romans, were see 

their hair loose and their ornaments neg 

interposing between the combatants, reg: 

of their own danger, and only solicitous f 

of their parents, their husbands, and 

children. " If (cried they) you are re 

** upon slaughter, turn your arms upon us 

** we only are the cause of your animosit 

<* any must die, let it be iis ; since, if our j 

'* or our husbands fall, we must in eith< 

" be miserable in surviving them." A sp 

so moving was irresistible: both sides, 

while, as if by mutual impulse, let fal! 

weapons, and beheld the distress in silent < 

menu The teai*s and entreaties of theii 

and daughters at length prevailed : an s 

niodation ensued, by which it was agree* 

Romulus and Taiius sliould reign joii 

Rome, witli equal power and prerogative 

an hundred Sabines should be admitted h 

senate ; that the city should still retain its 

name, but that the citizens should be 

Quirites, a name till then peculiar to t 

bines ; and that both nations being thus 

such of the Sabines as were inclined, sho 

admitted to enjoy all the privileges of d( 

in Rome. Thus every successive storm 

soenied to tjireaten this growing empire. 
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ndrmincreawit; vigour. TIk aaUien of that 
mnjf, which in the inoming tnd resolved upon 
ilt (iwmiction, c^ime in die evening with joy, 
to))e enrolled amnnp; the nutobcof its citizens. 
Rtnmilus saw hit dnminiont and hii subjects 
ina«ased by mofi: tli'.m half, in the space of a 
few hours ; aiid, as if fortune meant every way 
to assist his ambition, Tatius*, lus partner in 
iheeovemmeni, w;is kilted about five years after 
bj me LaviniiUls, in revenge ftr having pro- 
tecteJ some of his dcpendeittai uriio had [Mnn- 
dered them and slain their aifl b awdors ; so that 
hj this accident Romulus once mote saw him- 
self sole monarch in the cmpinhe had founded. 
Rome being greatly strengdwoed hj this new 
aeces5.'on of power, began ti) giOw formidable 
to her neighbours ; and it ina}^ be nmposed, that 
pretexts for war u-ere not wandn?) niicn pit>mpt- 
ed by jealoniy on one ride, and I>y ambition on 
the other. Fidente and Cameria, two neigh- 
bonring cities, were subdued and taken. Veii 
also, one of the most powerful states of Etruria, 
diared neaiiy the same fate j after two fierce en- 
gagements uey sued for peace and a league, 
whic:k was granted on condition of giving up 
■even small towns on the Tiber, their salt-pits 
near that river, and a sufficient number of host- 
ages. 

Elevated by success, the conqueror enlarged 
hi* views. From being contented with chose 
liinitt wluch had been wisely assigned to his 
powv, he began to afiect absolute sway, and 
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to cprtrol those laws to which Tie had formerlj 
professed implicit obedience. The senate par- 
licularly resenteJ his airogam conduct, as iiiej 
found themselves used otAy as instruments lo »• 
tifythe rigour of his mandates. We ait not toMi 
however, the precise manner which they er*- 
ployed to emancipate themselves from the 
tyrant ; some say that he was torn in pieces in dw 
senate-house i others, that he disappeared while 
revieninp his army: certain it is, that, from the 
secrecy of the fact, and the concealm«it of the 
body, they took occasion to persuade the mnJ- 
litude, that he was taken up into heaven : thus 
the man whom they could not bear as a king, fijj 
political reasons, ttiey ^ve^e contented to wca ' ' 
as a God. 

Romulus reigned thirty-seven years, and al 
his death had a temple dedicated lo him, UR. .. 
the name of Qutrinus ; Proclus, one of the s^ 
naiors, solemnly affirming-, that he had re-ap> 
peared to him, and desired to be invoked by th^i 
title. 

In the character of this prince we find an m- 
semhlage of great and base qualities. He whs 
temperate, brave, and pohtic j but irascible, 
proud, and cunning. The hitter quality indeed 
probably enabled him to accomplish such greiU 
designs ; to profit by the prejudices and pm^ 
tialities of his adherents; and 10 turn even the 
errors of his enemies to his own advama(»e. In 
a word, he seems to have been admirably fitted 
for the important part he performed ; and while 
we contemplate die mighty fabric of empire, 
whose foundation he laid, it h impossible not lo 
reg-^rd him with some degree of enthusiasni. 

At 
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W period Rome had hecamr * ^^ ^ 
llUaie; her forces now amount- m, 
X thoiisntu! foot and a. ihtiti- 
As Romulus left no heir, it wa* 
It lo untie so great a concourse of dlffercnr. 
J» ia obedience to one governor : in tUf t, 
if leemed greiitly divided in the choice it' 
^tMOr. The Sabines were aniicmx m hiive 

Ichown from their body, bui the Roman* 
Dot consent to advance a stranj^r to the 
b In thii perplexity the aenatora under* 
to lupply the place of a king, by taking 
brcmmcnt, each of them in turn, for five 
I and durine thnt time, enjoying all the 
in and all the privileges of royalty. Tlili 
IgAum continued a whole year, when Iho 
iBUi who saw thai this method of tran^' 
f power was onljr multtplying their mas- 
lUisted irpon altering that mode of gnvem- 
allowing the senate the power, either of 
nting a king, or electing annual magis- 
Irom among their number. The *en;ite 
thus driven to an election, for some time 
Sd upon the proper form, till at length, it 
jreed, that the party which elected, should 
ate from the body of the other, so that the 
Ing would have equal attachments to both ; 
one as his countrymen, to the other as his 
«. In consequence of this determination 
lUce being left to the Roman part of the 
, they pitched tqion Numa Pompilius, a 
H and tiieir nominauon, which the event 
1 to be most judicious, was received with 
•al approbation by the rest of the senate 
le people. 
na Pompilius, who was now about forty. 



had long been illustrious for piety, ju^ce, m 
dcr;ition, aird an exemplary life. He was tkill 
in all the learning aod philosophy of tlie Sabiiv 
and lived at Cures, contented with ;i prirt 
fortune, and unambitious of public honou 
though the son-in-law of ting Tatius. It w 
not, thei-efore, without reluctance that he i 
cepted the dignity which was conferred up 
him i he for some time, indeed, obstinately ; 
fused it i but, at length, at the request of 1 
father, and the persuasions of the ambassadc 
who were sent to him from Rome, he consent 
to accept the delegated power. His acce] 
^nce produced such joy, that the people seem 
not so much to receive a king as a kingdoi 
and they certainly did not over-rate the mei 
of their choice. No monarch could be m( 
proper for them than Numa, at a conjuncci 
when the government was composed of varic 
petty stales lately subdued, and but ill unii 
among themse]*es : they wanted a master w 
could, by his institutions and his precepts, soft 
their fierce dispositions, and by his eiLampIe 
spire them with a love of religion and virti 
Under Numa, therefore, the people soon bccai 
more submissive and social ; but what gave tlu 
still greater force, if considered in the light 
conquerors, was the spirit of religion, which 
implanted among them. This continued 
operate tlirough a long succession of ages ; 
viiat could resist the greatest valour, when i 
pelled by the most profound superstition ! 

In the reign of Numa, it is with sincere pi 
sure we have to contemplate only the pacific 
tucs, which are always most honourable 
king, and most beneficial to hb people. 
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K or Ais goad man whs spent In in- 

'Vi mhjiict* wiili a Inve nf piety, uiiJ :i 

..Hon for tlic G<kI!i. He built many new 

\th lie mniiuted teitsti I and ihc satictity of 

ife gave him credit sufficient t" pcrHiade hi» 

fie, th:it he hiid a particular cnrrespoiidence 
the goddeis Egena. By her pretended ad- 
r he built the Uutrple of Januf % which wa* 
ke «1iut in time of peacPt and npen in wax ; 
unlabed veital virgins, who had very gtcM 
rilegM allowed them, such as that of being 
ceded by the fn«cct or eniiigni of royal power, 
1 oTnardoning malefnctors, in case of an au- 
Riial meeting : he instituted pontilTs, and en- 
ltd htmiclf among tht ntimbrr: he founded 
orders of the Snlian nnd Fecial priesthood, 
'due to prcMTTO the sacred shields called An- 
k; whicli he pretended had dropped down 
m heaven, and which, while remaining in 
me, the cily, as it was said, could neviT be 
en J the oihcr to judge of the equity of wiir, 
1 10 proclaim it wnh great ceremony. 
For the eneoumgement of agriculture, he di- 
kd those lands which Romuhis had gaineil 
war, among the lower orders of tlie people ; 
sdfiemtd the rigoiii' of the laws, which his 
ideceiMir bad inntitiited with regard to parents 
i1 chiltlten, making it unlawtulfor a fiitlier to 
I his son after marriage, liccause he tlioughi 
n^mt, that a woman who had married a free- 
in, should be constrained to live with a slave : 
regulated the kalendar, and abolished the 

tjMMiwit reprciFnIdI with two fiui looking diffi^^ 

aMklcmuic of that ptudent foiet)|ht jand NUeiff 
tkmli ptccde Uu cnterpriici of wit. ' 4 

V 3 diitinf 
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Jisiinction between Romans and Sabines, by j 
di vidlnt; die people according to theu* several oc- ^ 
cup.iuoiis, and blending them into one mass, fif . 
tlicsc niciins both nations \\-ere brought to a per- - 
feci union. Thus having arrived at the age of j- 
eiglity-threc years, and having reigned torty- 
three in profound peace, and the exercise of the ; 
. ^ best and mildest virtues, he died, orde^ 

663. "^g ^^s body to be buried in a stone coflin, j 
contrary to the custom of the times, and I 
his books of ceremonies, which consisted of j - 
twelve in Latin and as many in Greek, to be ) — 
buried by his side, in another. These were '^ 
taken up about four hundred years after ; and ;, - 
l)eciuise it was thought impious to communicate 
the mysteries they contiiined to the public, they 
were burnt by order of che senate. 

In \s liatever light we regard the character of 
Nunia, lie is entitled to unqualified praise, though 
Ills actions ailord little scope for the historian, 
and Ji.sj)lay nothing to da///le and confound the 
unreHocilng multitude. But if it be the duty of 
a klm; lo promote the happiness of his subjects 
]>y jMosiTvlng them in peace, and the enjoyment 
of iViciii^m, Numa deserves the highest paneg}*- 
1 lo ; niui In our estimation will ever be the purest 
Tuoilol l(»r Imitation that antiquity produced. 
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Jmaelf against the Sabines, was every 
his predecessor, being entirely de- 
VTf and more fond of enterprise tlian 
ninder of the empire had been ; so 
t glad of any pretext for leading his 
,e field. 

)ans were the first people who gave 
portunity of indulging his favourite 
;• Two neighbouring states, both 
var, and both in some measure sub- 
>lunder, can never be at a loss to co- 
olence of a first aggression. A few 
?pherds had, it seems, conmiitted an 
m the territories of Alba ; a number 
shepherds had made reprisals upon 
bassadors were sent from each state, 
ig of the injury ; no redress was given, 
Tial war was declared on both sides, 
her however would bear the blame of 
>v()kcJ. I'here were indeed many rea- 
iking these two states unwilling tocome 
1 rupture ; they were descended from 
)rigiiv.il, and the ties of consanguinity 
nany of them united. There were also 
libouring states, enemies to both, that 
It an opportimlty of falling upon tlieni. 
Iiese dispositions, and after some de- 
Roman and Alban forces at lengtli 
It five miles from Rome, prepared to 
c fate of their respective kingdoms ; 
t every battle in these barbarous tin 
ive. The two armies were for soj 
.'n ou^ in anay, awaiting the signal 
th imj)atient to remove the drea< 
ivhich kept tliem from death or vict< 
icxpected proposal from the Aibun 
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neral suspended the onset ; for steppinj 
twecn both annics» he offered the Re 
choice of deciding the dispute by single < 
adding, that the side, whose champ 
overcome, should submit to the conquc 
proposal like this suited the impetuous tc 
the Roman king, and was embraced \ 
by his subjects, each of wliom hoped, tl 
self should be chosen to fight the caus 
country. Many valiant men offered the: 
but could not be accepted to the excl 
others, till, at last, chance suggested a 
There were at that time three twin brc 
each army^ those of the Romans wer 
Horatii, and the Albans Curiatii, all 
able for their courage, strength, and acti 
them it was resolved to commit tlie i 
ment of the combat. When the pre vie 
mony of oaths and protestations, bind 
army of the vanquished party to submit 
€^f the victorious, was over, the combatai 
led forth, amidst the encouragcmci 
prayers, and the shouts of their ( 
rhey were reminded of their former a 
mcnts ; they were admonished, that their 
their countrymen, and even the Godj 
spectators of their prowess. When tlic 
however, expected to see them rush to tl 
hat, lliey dropped their arms, and er 
«Mch oilier wiili all the marks of the moM 
Iriendship ; hut, at length, warmed v 
importance of t lie cause, the clianipions ei 
and each, totally regardless of liis own 
sought only the destruction of his op 
The spectators, in horrid silence, trem 
<-\ ery blow, and burned to share the dan 
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iriiich had hidiato beea 
to dedare anxoit the Ro« 
«qastiniatum they bdmd two of their 
Ijing dead! upon the plarn, and the 
'all woundedf slowlj en« 
pppng to pomie the funrivori who teemed 
Ubt t$ ebda their f. The Alban army, 
liC to suppress thd lOTt raised a loud accla- 
joi, wbne the Ron inwardly cursed the 
nmKoe of him wb % saw in circum- 
I0M of such hasenei Soon, however, they 
m to alter their senpments, when they per- 
md that his flight was only pretended, in 
m to separate his antagonists, whom he was 
Ue to (^ipose united i Tor quickly after stop- 
f his course, and turning upon the nearest 
ner, he laid him dead at nis feet: thesecond 
her, advancing to assist him who was fallen, 
I shared the same fate : and now there re- 
aed but the last Curiatius to conquer, who, 
pied and disabled with his many wounds, 
rly came up to offer an easy victoiy. He 
lulled, almost unresisting, while the con- 
ror exulting, offered him as a victim to tlie 
niority of me Romans, whom now the Alban 
y consented to obey. 

uch an atchievement, attended too wit;h such 
al effects, deserved every honour Rome 
d bestow ; but, to the disgrace of the con- 
mr, the hand which in the morning was 
led to save his country, was before night 
rued in the blood of a sister. Returning 
llphant from the field, it raised his indigna* 
to behold her bathed in tears, and lament- 
the loss of her lover, one of the Curiatii, to 
m she was betrothed ; but, upon seeing the 

vest 
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vest wWch she had made for her lover amo: 
the number of his spoils, and hearing her x 
braidings, he was transported with passion, a 
slew her in a rage. This action greatly displeas 
the senate, and drew on himself the condemi 
tion of the magistrates ; but he was pardor 
by making his appeal to the people, though 
laurels were for ever tarnished. 

Matters being in this posture, Hostilius 
solved to avjul himself of the late victory, 
confirming the submission of Alba, and takj 
the proper steps to quell the insolence of the 
habitants of Fiden« and Veii, who had \h 
making preparations to shake off their subjecti 
His designs were crowned with success in l> 
undertakings. A victory over the Veii restr^ 
their attempts for some time ; and as to 
Fidenates, having convicted Metius Suffeti 
their general, of treason, he caused him to 
torn to pieces by horses. Finally, to prev 
future revolts, he utterly demolished the citj 
Alba, and transplanted its inhabitants to Roi 
many of whom he admitted into the senate. 

Without pausing, he next turned his ai 
against the Sabines, over whom he gained a ! 
nal victory by means of his cavalry, which 
enemy were incapable of withstanding. T 
every new war, which depopulates other sta 
seemed but to add strength and numbers to I 
of Rome, No sooner was tlie war with the 
bines over, than the king commenced a new 
with the Latins, which nevertheless was mana 
but slowly on both sides, no battle being fou] 
nor any town taken except Medallia, which 
formerly been obliged to accept a Roman cok 
and was now permitted to be plundered, as 
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I seign of thirty-two years, some say 
ngy together with his whole family ; H 

Itip more probability, by assassination ; 
he- fire which consumed his palace was 
conceal the crime, 
short interregnum, Ancus Mar- ^^ q 
pwidson of Numa, was elected 534/ 
le people, and the choice was 
I confirmed by tlie senate. As this 
^as a lineal descendant from Numa, he 
make him the great and deserved object 
ation. Indeed ne was by nature incapa- 
:ing any considerable figure in personal 
s he took his name of Ancus, irom the 
ss of one of his arms, which he was 
of extending : however, he made up 
by the most diligent application to au 
' peace. He revived the sacred cere- 
dch had fallen into disuse ; he endea- 
persuade the people, that the cala- 



his territories; and by their outrajres* m some 
measure, forced him into a war. But in this he 
still supported his character, and previously sent 
an herald to state its grounds. This officer as- 
suming a peculiar dress, and with a javelin 
headed with iron in his hand, went to the con- 
fines of the enemy, solemnly proclaimed war, 
and then flung his weapon into their territories, 
with all the force he was able. The success oJF 
tills war was equal to its justice; Ancus con- 
q-i^reii the Latins, destroyed their cities, re- 
n .'wd their inhabitants to Rome, and increa s ed 
hi- lonJLories by the addition of part of thein» 
Iij? nuoUed also an insurrection of the Veii, the 
liuLTiates, and the Volscii, and obtained a se- 
cond triumph over the Sabines. 

But his victories over the enemy were aD 
eclipsed by his pacific arts at home, in raising 
temples, fortifying the city, building a prison 
for malefactors, and forming a sea-port at the 
mouth of the Tiber, called Ostia, by which he 
secured to his subjects the trade of that river, 
and of the salt-pits adjacent. Nor was he less 
careful in encouraging strangers to settle at 
Rome : the privileges which they obtained^ and 
the jiistirc which was administered equally to 
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,_jttbly wat prejudiced in Ills 

rTnnjuiiiiuii liad made of ds- 

"tuiui in the treasury for pub» 

i tht'a'lbru elected iniu the 

d guard i^ui to the two son* 

^_j huving enriched his lubjccts, 
j,the cit/i died, niler u glciriuui 
gr-four years. 

rquiniiis Priscus, who was ^ {, 
id guiirdlati to the s<ms of (^',(j,' 
took the surname of Tar- 
h the city uf Tarquinia, the |>hn^ of 
Hidence. His f;ither viiis u nia'- 
ntbi who had acquired conklderiiLle 
lie, and had settled in Italy upon 
me troubles ^t home. His (on Lu- 
inherited his fortune) married » 
valj in the city of Tarquinia ( and 
irofession, anJ country, Wei's eon- 
Jie eyes of tin' nMu^ of tlie pUce, 
persuasions, he removed to Rome, 
inly was entitled to distinction. Oi) 
ler, say the histoiiansi as he ap- 
city-pate, an eagle, stooping from 
off his hat, and, flying round his 
me time with much noise, put it on 
his wife T;ma<juil, who, it seems, 
I atigury, interpreted as a presage, 
Id one daj- we:ir tlic crown j and 
^as this circumstance which first 
bition to obtain it; accordingly, 
wd of great riches, all his actions 
seeUed to aim at popularity. His 
•s), hii frequent invitations, andthe 
i he egnferred, gained tne est 
on of 4 people^ wlio were yet 

skillet 
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■Ilgllfcom, |>aRicularl;r iJiC LatiiU, 
le triumphed, nnJ forced to bej; a. 
then turaed Lii; arm* aj^aiiiti the 

had risen once nuirc, and tud 
dM river Tiber upon a bridge at 
der to plunder the Rgnuui terriUK 

pcwsible. to i^k the city. Tar- 
«r, won came up with (heni nn the 
t river, and tutiin^ fire to a larg^ 

1 thitt Uid by it» Kid«, inrdcred it to 
. The burning nooj, fluutiitg down 
set fire to tlie eneray'n bridgci and 
Iieir retreat. Nor did he permit 

measures for oppcHin^ hint [ hut 
m witli vigour, runted their army) 
r, who eicuped the nword, were 

attempting to cross over, vibUe 
ind :innoui-, Hooting down to RonWt 
s nf the victOT7, even liefore the 
ould aixive that were sent to aa> 
greeable event. 

resolving not to give the Sabine« 
'cr from this defeat, followed them 
n country; where, by another vie- 
Ejed them to sue for peace, which 
I, at the expence of a considerable 
territories, and of Collatla, a large 
es cast of liome. These conquests 
J by several advantages over the 
whom he took many towns, though 
ng any decisive victory. 
laving thus forced liis enemies into 
as resolved toguardhis subjectsfrom 
)lence : he undertook several pub- 
the convenience and erobellishtnent 
le surrounded it with stronger and 
z mott 



more Mtensive walls ;■ he adorned the Foi 
or market-place, with porticoes { he matk rr 
sewers to drjin the city, some of which e; 
tlie admiraiion of travellers to this day : he 
proved the amphitheatre which his predect 
had begun, and laid the foundation of the 
pltol, which, however, lie did not live to &. 
In his reign also the augurs increased ir 
putation ; as he found it his interest to proi 
the superstition of the people, which wa 
fact but to increase their obedience. Tana' 
his wije, was a great pretender to this art ; 
Accius Nasvius was the most celebrated ade 
Uie kind tltat was ever known in Rcpine. I 
a certain occasion, Tarquin, being sensible c 
want of cavalry, had some intentions of dout 
their former number t but he was restraine 
the augur, who declared, that it was foi'bii 
by ihe gods to alter any of tlie institutioi 
tJicir founder. The king, as liiiitorianfi 
being in a violent passion upon this declara 
rcbolved to try the augur's skill, and asked 
in derision, whether what he was then poi 
ing in his mind could be effected i Nevius, 
iiig examined his auguries, boldly afHrmed 
it might: " Why then," cries the king, wil 
insulting smile, " I had thoughts of cutUng 
whet-stone widi a rator." — " Cut boldly,' 
plied the augur ; and the king cut it thri 
accordingly '- Whether dii= wa'i done by 
lusion does not appear, but certain it is, 
thenceforward nothing was undertalcer 

•TKit mi'icle fomtinl'y psftif for lulhcfitic n R 
yci dcciB lenluictl to ridkuk it. An rmirrie and u i 
iovtiiK wji caramoa among Ji: ancicnl iibi^Mopben. 



BJB lOUI consulting ttic au^irs, and ub- 
HlitJr idvicr and approbation. No as> 
Bpn» dismiHed, nor annir levied ; no 
Hug^t) nor peace restored, without re- 
p*to the chirping and the flight of birds, 
f s> it may bi- supposed, the iiugiir* inadi.- 
(k, whatever language they pleased. 
) ambition ofTarquin, not contented wiili 
;d(nn, tempted him to assume the encigni 
'ulty also i «uch as a crown of gold, an 
throne, a sceptre with an eagle on the top, 
ibe« of purple. It wat, perhaps, the splen- 
if these royalties that first raised the envy 
: late king's sons, who had now for above 
■seven years quietly submitted to hii go- 
lent. His design also of adopting Servius 
IS, hii ion-in-law, for his successor, might 
:ontributed to infliime their resentment, 
ever was the cause of their tardy ven- 
ei they resolved to destroy him j and, at 
bund means to effect their purpose by hir- 
ro ruffians, who, demanding to speak with 
ng, under the pretence that tliey came f >r 
;, struck him dead in his palace with the 
of an axe. I'he hctors, however, ^>J>|^^ 
i upon the person of the king, *ei«dffl^^^ 
.Ters, wlio were attempting to escape ; 
wcrv put to death ; but tlie sons of AnQM 
irere tlie instigators, found safety byflilV 
us fell Lucius TarquiniuK ^■■V 
s, in order to distinguish hiil^^^^' 
iceessors of the same nafiM 
iage of eighty years, andtlf 
if his reign. Being of Gi" 
]e manner, introduced 
f that country among 
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though the Romans were at this period vt 
From being civilised, yet they had made coi 
able progress in refinement, compared wi 
iurrottnirig nations. 

, j; The murder of Tarquin was no 
573, rumoured abroad, than the data 
from every quarterto the palace, H 
the truth of the account, or to take ven; 
on the assassins. In this tumult, Tanaqn 
(low of the late bing, considering the danu 
must incur, in case the conspirators shotD 
ceed to the crown ; and desirous of bavb 
son-in-law for his successor, with great a 
sembled her sorrow, as well as the icing's 
She as^red the people, from one of the wii 
of the palace, that he was not killed, but 
ned by the blow ; that he would shortly re< 
and tliat, in the mean time, he had depui 
power to Sen-ius Tulliiis, his son-in-law. 
viu5. anordiii^-lv, :r. it haJ been :i^reed 
between them, iisning from tbe palace, ac 
with the ensigns of royalty, and preceded 
Itctors, immediately proceeded to dispatdi 
afiairs that related to the public tafety ; ni 
tending, that he took all his instracdoiu 
tbe king, lliis artifice was successfoUy fa 
for some day*, till he had secured his de 
among the nobles ; when the death t^ Ti 
being publicly ascertained, Seivius obtain 
crown solely, by the senate's appointmen 
without attempting to gain the suffrages 

Servius was the son of a bondwoman, w] 
been taken at the sacking of Comiculu' 
was bom when his mother was a slave, 
yet an infant in his cradle, a lambent I 



1^ mid won after rained him lu the lio- 
|ilnffberion-in-law, and iippointed him, 
4»4itiw grew t\\d, to the nutnaffcmcnt of 
Dthfbreign and dnme«ic. Hta conduct 
Mition gained hitn ilie f(c>od-will of the 
ind, wh:tt h« viiluud >till tnon, the cttccm 

Wng acknowleJjted m Ving, the thlrf 
r hi> csirc warn to increnie the power of 
n by dcprnsinH that of the people j an 
It attended with eureme dimtulty and 
To compati hill intention, h« wai oblif(«l 
hy nruUgem } und, by leeniing to ittudf 
ITMt, bring about a mtmiitre tliat ihuuM 
ly dMiroy their anthory. The Roman 
liud hitherto tvxn t;txcd viii^lyi mid ciich 

etjtial xhare tn the nccewitici of the 
rhii muthoil of contributing to the pnb- 
ncics, hu very plausibly prctendcd> wa> 
y unjuDl. HnU pn)po«L-ij one of n more 
! kind, by which every citi/.en shouM be 
cordine ui hi« fortune. 'i"he populace, 
e iMuililc to divu into hia dcsi)(ns, rp^ 
II project with loud acclamations, and 
]iim a full power of settlin? the 
d think proj>er. To be^in, tner 



1 uoon him 

icihoiildtl- 
(ird'-red an exact enumeration to be 

thuciti/iiiv of Itome, their children and 
and also a j\i« valuation of their es- 
(ub»:itice. Their numbers were found 

tt to above fourscore thousiind men, ca- 

bearing arms :— a vast increase in the 
.. ;) ipace 
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space of one hundred and aeventy-fi 
which had etnpsed since the building < 
These he divided into six classes ; in d 
which he comprised the body of the si 
patricians, and all those whose fortu 
above eleven hundred thousand asses, 
"three hundred and sixty-six pounds of 
ney ; at tliat time no contemptible 
This class he sub-divided into fours 
turies or companies, one half of w 
ing composed of the most aged and tt 
■persons, were to remain at home foi 
fence of the city ; tlie other half, eon 
the youthful and vigorous, were to f 
general and to march into the field. T 
pons were a javelin, a spear, and a swc 
annour, a helmet, a cuirass, and c 
brass. In this class also were comp 
knights or horsemen, which consisted 
teen centuries, with two more of the rr 
who followed the camp. The second cla 
consisted but of twenty-two centuries c 
nies, was composed of those who were 
bove seventy-five thousand asses i ti 
accoutred in the same manner with the 
only, instead of a shield, they carried 
The third class consisted of twenty cenci 
was composed of such as were worth i 
sand asses. The fourth chiss consisted 
lar number of centuries, and was cot 
filch as were worth twenty-five thous; 
In the fifth class were thirty centuries 
qualification was eleven thousand ass 
were chiefly employed ai slingers and 
in the army. In the last and lowest c 
was hot one century, and ic seemed t 



^m ef BO BilviimaM to tho iUte, »- 
mmumg childron, who niiglit oiu) ilii)' bu 
C Thii ckw [luiJ ni) inneii, und wua di«- 
■I widl froni fp)inj; U) v/ur. In nil (lu'w 
Mf W in thv Arati h |>iiK. ci>iiu«iin){ nf ttii- 
mm, wew (mlaiiwd Ui renittin lit lumw li>r 
ItCuKC of the cit^, and tho niof« fiMiihrul 

enbnuul in tlwir utmiot. 'Iliu* ttte wboU 
of ihe cilUenit ww* divided iiilu a liiin- 
Ind Mvpntj-ltirro rciitiirian, cnt:li ctinviriniiJ- 
)r Bc«nturitmut'dl*ungultlted VHlimrxndvi- 

faft citi2imi bf-infj ranjfpd in ihit mivmi'-r, 
I iKHii lo he Uitwl, but nirt tu fomiurlT 
kUy Mid IndividHiiliy, liiit by etnturiu \ each 
urf twin]; ubiigMJ U> truiiply un biiuh] tharB 
bfl rtijtimcm of ^(iveniineiit. Hy tlwM 
Ml u UK! pvnplc WHra ajttrvinwiy mitnirroiii 
he .■niiiiii.s „f fill- inlL..lo, rU-.,-.. tl^i. 
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llacc, biic thi;)' li! 
1 ((> iiurcliiiM! it ai i 
powL-r ; for it wii< 

tuilift 111' till! Btutf, tlu'j' eIiouIiI mIki have -.i 
■urti'iiiublc iiillucruf itj u\'4u:iKHiji, itt ton- 
I. Afcordiiiffly, uii they jmid ihi-ii' lanes by 
uriesi it wan urd;iitWi iImi tlicy lihiiulJ give 
: VOtcii, ill all public ltam:icci<fiii, by ceiilu- 
hIki. Ill liL'liliL'rmiunii uii tlieaRiiira of M^tv. 
. dlixcn luul hiilieito given bin sufftjyy 
Ir, and the numben of tJie Dimr always car- 
UMvouagaiiKlthepuweru/tlicri'^h i but by 
palliation* o( tierviua, tlui teoMe, coniUtliiK 



44 «o»E. 

of a greater number of centuries tlmn al 
other classes put together, now entiitly 
weighed tliein in every dccisioit. The plcbi 
by this stroke of pohcy, hiid only the shudt 
authority left i with which, however, for 
ages, they seemed sufficiently contented, 
the increasing luxury of the times taiigh 
side the abuse of power ; and the other, a 
that disdained subordination, even to legiti 
autiiority. 

In order to ascertain the increase or dec 
liis subjects and llieir fortunes, Tullius insti 
another regulation, which he c^ed a lustru 
by which all the citizens were to assemble i 
Campus Martius, in complete araiour, a 
their respective classes, once erery five j 
there to deliver in an exact account of the 
milies and fortune. He permitted slaves a! 
be set free by their masters, and caused su 
were thus manumitted to be distiibuted ar 
the loiver classes of the city. This excite 
emulation in that depmved body of men t 
serve well of tlieir masters and the public j 
tended, with die odier regulations of Servii 
introduce order, connection, and confidenct 
all the departments of government. 

The king-, having thus enjoyed a long r 
(Aiefty employed in settling the domestic p 
of the state, was, at the same time, not inatte 
to forrign concerns. He overthrew the ] 
rians in many battles, triumphed over ' 

* FniiD chii circuDuunce, tbe Romini frrqiKnilf 
rated iheiriige by /nurd, ot so mioj periods of fin 
thus, when Horice, in one of his Odci, dys that he b 
hii eigbih liairun, be muai tbit he wu lEore it 
yeut old. 



fin] timei) and conceded renscnsble 
■Bmcluding hb reign in tr.uiquillicy uiil 
kvcn cntLTtuined (He penenstu intention 
Uowii hia power, an-d.tuivin^ turnietl the 
MnTo a rcpublici to mire into obscurity ; 
noble design was fmstrjied ere it could 
into execution, in m manner now to be 

d. 

■ b^inning of his reign, Servius Tullius, 

■ 10 secure his throne by every precau- 
id married his two daughters to the twti 
oi of Tarqain ; and. lulie knew that the 

were of opposite dispositions, as well 
r intended huab»nds, he resolved to 
wir natural propensities, by giving each 
of u contrary turn of temper : her that 
ek aud geiit]«, to him thiic was bold and 
1 her iliat wus imgtweniable and proud, 
dutt wns Tcmukable for a contra^ cha- 
by ihcM-- menus he suppused, that e-.icli 
lorrect the failings of the other, and that 
iture would be productive (inly of con- 
id huppiness. The event, however, as 
have been foreseen, proved otherwise, 
his hauf;hty son-in-law, soon grew dii- 
n-itli the meekness of his consort, and 

>.;.. i.-)»,1- ;iffi.ri:'>n< Mnnn 't'liMi:!. hW hm. 



can by niisinff factions against him, alleginj 
his illegal title to the crown ; which Lucia 
claimed as heir to Tarquin. But TuUius, bf 
bis pnidenee and great raoderation, defeated jid 
design i and his conduct was iiniversallj' ap 
plauded by the senate and the people ; ivhJn 
brought Lucius to a feigned rej^ntance on )ki 
part, and produced a real reconciliation on ihA 
of the king. Tullia, however, still urged on hi 
husband's ambition, which was already on Gri; 
He continued his intrigues among the senatoru 
attaching the old to him, by putting thera )q 
mind of their obligations to his family ; and tl* 
young, with gifts for the present, and pft>mi« 
of much greater tilings upon his coming to the 
crown. At Icngt!), when he found them ri(* 
for seconding his views, he entered the sc^at^ 
house, adorned with all the ensigns of royalty 
and placing himself upon the throne, began d 
harangue tnem upon the obscurity of thekingfl 
birth, the injustice of his title, and such oiSa 
topics as an unprincipled intriguer is at no kd 
to (ind or invent. While he was speaking, SM 
vius entered, attended by a few followers, adl 
seeing his throne thns riidely Invaded, attemptec 
to push the usurper from his seat ; but Tarquio 
being in the vigour of youth, threw the old kin| 
di3i\n the steps which led to the throne ; ani 
s<>me of the conspirator's adherents, being in 
stnicted for that purpose, followed the aged me 
narch, as he was feebly attempting to get to tb 
palace, and dispatched him by the way, thron 
ing his body, all mangled and bleeding, as ; 
public spectacle, into the street. In the mew 
time, Tullia, burning with impatience for th 
t'vent, being informed of what her husband hai 
done 
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md retolving to 1>e among ihc first who 

_d mlutc him n« inonnrch, ordcri^d her cha- 

todiive to th(M;eniiCi'>Iioii!ic,whvrcht.'r K:ivai!;e 

^pemfied the humanci and jisguticd tvt^u.tne 

*'nnet of her atrocious crimes. But thty were 

1 more ihockcd upon her return. As her 

Sduriotcerapproathcdtlieplaecwherethebodyof 
ikold king, her fntlicr, laid exposed and bloodyi 
• At man, terrtlied ut the horrid sight, ofTcTcd 
to turn another way i hut this only served lo in- 
flune the fierceness of her rugc : she threw the 
feotitool ut his head, nnd, >luicking to relate, 
B»iercd him to drive over the dead body mth- 
bai hesitation. 
' Till* was the end of Serviiis Tullius) a prince 
ofiminent justice and moderation, after an use- 
ful and prosperous rcij^ of forty-fmir years. 
Though the dciminiotis of Rome had been but 
little increased hv him i yet thef acquired a sta- 
l.lir* „.uki-li;s.^'.u,TamL'nt, which far exceeded 
the transient splendour of an extensive but hasty 
conquest. In a word, no kin^ ever bcttpr un- 
derstood the alt of making his power siibsi'r- 
Tient to the happiness of his people ; while hi^ 
policy disarmed surroundinj; cnemica, or eon- 
»erted them into friends or subjects. 

Lucius TarquiniuSf who afterwards ac- ^ ^ 
quired the surname of Superl>Hs, or tlie j iii' 
Proud, having placed himself upon the 
ihronei in conseqtience of this parricide, w;is 
FCsnlvcd to support his dignity with tlic same 
*iolence with which it was acquired. Regavd- 
le» of the senate or the people's approbation, he 
(eemed to claim tlie crown by an hereditary 
right, and refused the late king the rights of 
Kpnhure, under the pretence of his being an 
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usurper. The virtuous part of mankind, 
ever, looVed upon his accession with detenalioO 
and liorror ; and this act of unexampled ami un- 
necessarj" cruelty only served to confirm tlieit 
hatred. Conscious of this, he ordered all such 
as he suspected to have been attached lo Serviiw 
to be put to death ; and, fearing the natunU 
consequences of his tyranny, he kept a guard of 
foreign mercenaries round his |ierson, which 
was ready to eiecute his orders, however cruet 

His chief policy seems to have been to Iceep 
the people always employed, eitlier in wars or 
public works, by which means he diverted their 
attention from his unlawful method of coming 
to the crown, and the manner in which he ei- 
ertised his authority. With this view, he fira 
marclieJ against the Sahines, who refused to 
pay him obedience, and soon reduced them to 
submission. He next commenced a war with 
liie Volsci, which continued for some ages after. 
and from these he took Suessa Pometia, a cm^i 
siderable town, about twenty-six miles east <£■ 
Rome. The city of the Gabii gave him miuM 
more trouble ; for, having attempted, with sorael 
liiss, to besiege it, he was obliged to recurj 
to stratagem, contrary to the usual practice ati 
the Romans. To efFectuacc his designs, be 
ca\i^J his son Seitus to counterleit desertion^ 
upon pretence of barbarous usage, and to seek 
refuge among the inhabitants of the place. 
There, by artful complaints and studied lamen- 
tations, he so far excited the pity and won oa 
the affection? of the people, as to be cliosea 
their govemor, and soon after general of tbeir 
army. At first in every engagemeai he appear- 



Kltngthi fisdinfi; himself cn- 
Sfr tonlidoiice oi die stute, he 
Mgcr 10 hh father for insDruc- 
tne no reply i but tuJiing the 
' gxrdea, h« cut down Mfore 

poppies. Scxtus readily un- 
aiin({ of this uctiuni and on 
eitliiT destroyed or fctupvccI 

of the city, one by one, still 
ride their effects unong tbe 
ms of plunder kept the giddr 

their approaching ruin, tiU 
elves, at last, wiiout couii' 
id in the end ftU under tbe 

without even striking a blow. 
■ a league with the iEqd, aii<l 
b had l>een entered into by bis 
the Etrurians. 

iped in wiirs abroad, he took 
he people to languish in idlo 
k unJertw>k to build the Ca- 
irn of wliich had boon litid in 
d an extraordinat^- event con- 

tlie execution of his design. 
ijic attiri', made her appirar- 
d introducing herself to the 
II nino buokii, which she said 
[imposing. Not knowing the 
h(>r, or that she was, in fact, 
[Ctl Sibyls, whose prophecies 

to fail, T;irqiiin refused to 
tliis she depaned, and bum- 
(iks, rftiimcd again, demand- 
fur the si); remaining. Being 
1 as an impostor, she again 
ming tliree more, returned 
r with 



n ith die remaindLT, still asking the same ] 
as at firsc. Tarquin, surprised at the ir 
sistency of her behaviour and the persever 
of her application, consulted the augurs on 
an uncommon emergenej;. They much bla 
]\im for not buying the nine, and intreated 
to purchase the three remainino;, at whatsc 
price they were to be had. The woman, 
the (historian, after selling and delivering 
three prophetic volumes, and advising hii 
p^iy A special regard to their contents, vani 
fiom before him, and was never after 
Tarquin chose proper viersons to keep them, 
though but two at first, were afterward: 
creased to fifteen, under the name of Qu 
cemviri. These sacred books were depositi 
M stone chest) and a vault in tlic newly-desi 
hiulding was thought the most proper pla< 
lodge them in safety, from which they were I 
only on particular emergencies. Tlie worl 
ca.rried on witli great vigoitr ; and as omen; 
prodigies were ireqnent in tliis ignorant ag 
digging the toundRtions, a man's head, n: 
Tottis, was said to be found, which, thouf 
had been many years dead, still bled airesh] 
lie had been newly slain. This prodijnrgav 
building the name of Capitol (Caput Toll) 
was two hundred feet long, two hundred 
:(nd almost as many broai^ dedicated to Jl 
as paramount divinity, but containing two 
'pies more, under the same roof, consecrat 
Juno and Minerva, A structure so magni 
was, in tome measure, an indication of the 
press of arts in Rome, not less than of pii 
ilie people. Hut paciiic pursuits were noi 
licient to draw oS the attention of tbt Ro 
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■fee contemplation (-fihe miiery tliey suflVr- 
gnder thiii tyrant, whoK cupidity nothing 
d ncapo, wlinsc infurmci's xwurnted every- 
n, ana who forbade the people to auemblc 
«idieut his atniiority.lest they ihoiild conspire to 
■Baacipau; thcm!ielve» from his despotism. In- 
bnii aif nflcr day, he exhibited new proofs of 
be ^miiny nf his government, and the eniehy 
if htt <liipci«itioD- Having been for four yenrs 
Rnplofed in building the Capitol, Tarquin 
Mind new occupations necessary ; and accord* 
Igljr proclaimed war against the Rutuli, npon 
ifinvoloiis pretence of oieir having entertiiincd 
pme mutefaciors whom he had banished, and 
nested their chief city Ardea, which lay about 
bteen miles from Rome, While the army was 
tncamped before this place, the king's son Sci- 
iBi, with Collaiinus, a nohlc Koman, and some 
Mhers sat drinkin,'! together in a tent. Tlie dis- 
ronrse happening to turn on the beauty and vii- 
tne of their wives, each man extolling his own 
with lingular commendations, Collatinus offL-r- 
(d to decide the dispute, by putting it to :iii im- 
mediate trial, whose wife shonld be found pos- 
Kssed of the greatest beanty, and most sedii- 
loDsly employed at that very hour. Being liciit- 
•d with wine, the proposal was relished by tlie 
whole company; and taking horse witlinut 
<lelay, they posted to Rome, ihouglithe nigliums 
already pretty far advanced. There they (iuind 
Locretia, the wife of Collatinus, not like ihc 
other ^omen of her rank, spending her time in- 
case and luxury, but spinning in the midst ol 
ber maids, and cliecrfolly portioning out their 
task*, l^er modest beauty, and the ca^y re- 
ception she gave her husband und his fricjids, 



JO charmed them all, that they nnaniracwilf 
j^ve her the preference ; and Sextii? became so 
much iiifliuned with love, thai notiiing but e*- 
joyment could satisfy his criminal passion. 

To accomplish his nefarious purpose, hevent 
from the camp to visit her privately a fcw 
days after, aad received tlie same kind tread- 
ment which he met with before. As the iimo- 
cence of Lucretia kept her blind to any ino- 
dious designs, she sat down with her gUMt a 
supper, and ordered a chamber to be got readf 
for him in the house. Midnisht was the bnt 
in which this ruffian thought >t safest to pta ik 
guilty intentions in e.iecution. Having Imtat 
means to convey himself into her chai^er, bt 
approached her bed-side with a drawn swo>4 
and rudely laying his hand upon her bosom, 
threatened her witli instant denth, if she refused 
to yield to his passion. Lucretia afFrighled oul 
of her sleep, and seeing death so near, was yti 
inexorable to his desire, till being told, that, it 
she would not comply, he would first kill bcTi 
and then laying his own slave also dead by hn 
side, he would report, that he had detected and 
killed ihem both in the act (^ adultery, the !»• 
ror of infamy was more powerful ilian diat^ 
deatli ; she consented to his deiire, and the nn 
morning the ravisher relumed to the ciunpi tt- 
Liking m his brutal victory. In the mean time 
Lucretia, detesting the light, and res(>Ivingn« 
to endure even un involuntary crim:', i?nt fw 
her hiishnnd Collatinus, and 'for .Spmiui. Iht 
father, to come* to her without delayt as an ifr 
dolible disgrace had befallen the family. Thar 
iDst.mtly obeyed the summons, bnneing win 
them Valerius, a kinsman of her fa&r*!, tai 
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i Brutni, a rppiiiL-d iiJiot, whnte fatlifr 
, llti had nuirik-ivd, itnci whn h&il nccidunt- 
It nwt the moRacnecr by the wAy. 'Hicir ai- 
tI enly wrwd to inri«ii<«; I.ucrctia's poignant 
' ibhi thejr found lier in n Mate of ntcdfant 
mtJnn< and vainly !ittpm|ncd to give \\n 
Fhy palliaiing the (iocd, KV which ihc had 
JM fnivcd til liCiiccemary. '■ Nu ! fmiid ilie) 
Jlfver -hall I liiKt any thing worth livinj; fur 
in ibis lil'c, after hsvinjf loit my huntnir. Ymi 
Me, my Cr>!liiiinti», u polluted wretch betiire 
you I one whole penon hat heeii die tpoil nf 
•nmhor, hut whiwo xftcclinnt were never n- 
ttanscd fitMii ymi. 8eitii<i, tinder the pre- 
itnaed veil of fricndiliip. hus tlii« night wrcit- 
*d fitim mo that tivature which deMh only 
con restore | hut, if you hnve the IiC9rt« nf 
taen, nmemher to avi-nite my eauttii and let 

po^frHtv kn..u-. rh.U Oi- wlir. I,;is In^r lii-r vir- 

) taying;, she drew ii pnifjnard from huniMili 
ir rube, and, instantly plungii'g it in her Imsoiii, 
:pired without a groan. The whole com|ian) 
niained for some time in the alternate emo- 
ynt of lorrow, pity, admiration, and r;if,'<' ; 
purim and Collatimis, jil length, (rave vtiii ui 
leir grief in tearu hut ilrutua Jriiwiiig ihi- 
lienardi reeking from l..ucrctia's wound, uiul 
fling it ap towards heaven, " lie witniis, yi- 
God> (he cried), that from thii monu'iu 1 
prCM:laim myself the avenger iif tlie cluisic 
Lucretia'i cadjc: friim this moment 1 pnilvss 
myielf the enemy of 'I'arqiiin and his lu^tfid 
bouse ! from henceforth shall this life, vliiU' 
lif« continues, be employed in nppoaition to 
tfmuiy, and for the happiness and fruedon^. 



"? 
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•« of my dear country." A new tnuui 
\i . seized the hearers, to find hini» who had 

tofore been considered as an idiot, now a; 
ing in his real character, the friend of j 
and of Rome. He explained the mystery 
inj^, that tears and lamentations were unx 
when vengeance called so loud ; and deli' 
the poignard to the rest, imposed the sam 
upon them, which he himself had just tai 
On this illustrious character it is necess 
expatiate at some length, though we find 
possible to love the man. Junius Bruti 
the son of Marcus Junius, a noble Romai 
was married to the daughter of Tarq 
Priscus, and for that reason, through a r 
pf jealousy, put to death by Tarquin the 1 
Junius had received an excellent educatior 
his father, and possessed from nature, i 
sense, and an inflexible attachment to v 
but perceiving that Tarquin had privately 
dered his father and his eldest brotlier, 
sumed the behaviour of a fool, in ore 
escape the same danger ; and thence ob 
the surname of Brutus. Tarquin, thinki 
folly real, despised the man ; and, having 

I)ossession of his estate, kept him as an k 
lis house, merely with a view of making 
for his children. It happened, in a ti! 
threatened danger, that Brutus was ten 
Tarquin's two sons to consult the oracle o 
phi, upon the methods expedient to ave 
calamity. The sons were jncased with his 
pany, and laughed to see him offer his st 
the shrine of Apollo ; which, however, ' 
much more valuable present to the Got: 
theii's, as it had been hollowed, and then 



E& Uss their mother at the same time, I 

IMnign together. Brutus, however, who h^ 

010. ue real meaning of the oracle, as lilt 

I. they were arrived in Italy, pretended 
itlUy to fall down, and kissing the earth, 
her whom he considered as the general 
of alL From that time, he conceived 
ign of being the deliverer of his country, 
' ezpellmg the tyrant Tarquin and his 
&mily from Rome. 

opportunity he had much wished for, of 
ing his country from a tyrant who had 
arassed it with impunity, seemed now to 
ved. Brutus procured witli all expedition 
tes of the city to be shut, till the people 
be assembled, and a public decree for 
in's banishment obtained. Accordingly, 
sed Lucretia's dead body to be exposed to 
n the public forum; while the citizens, 
in tumultuously from all quarters to sec 
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Tarquin, in the mean time, having he 
these commotions, flew with the utmost 
dition to Rome, in hopes of being able tc 
and punish the delincjuents ; but findin 
g;ites shut, and the walls full of armed m 
prepared to return, tilled with indignati 
the camp : but Brutus had talcen care U 
cipate him ; for, expeditiously getting i 
army by anotherroad, he acquainted thesi 
with what had been done in the city, Luc 
unhappy fate, and how the senate and ] 
had determined to revenge tlie atrocious 
as well as a long train of regal crimes, 
same sentiments ofhunianity which had im 
the citixens, affected the army also, 
agreed to act with their friends at home 
when Tarquin came back, they refiosf^ 
ccive him. Thus the tyrant, who hao 
reigned twenty-five years, being justly ex 
his kingdom, sought a precarious asylun 
his family at Cira, a little toivn of Etniri: 
the mean time, the Roman army made a 
with the enemy, and Erutus was procli 
deliverer of his country. 

With Tarquin ended the kingly goren 
of Rome, after it had continued two hundre 
forty-five years, and was still rising with i 
dual, but slow increase. Although, at th« 
of Tarquin's etpulsion, tlie territory a 
Romans was not above forty miles long 
thirty broad, yet their power and popu 
were immense, and they powessed tliat v 
which bodies of a slow growth are gem 
found to enjoy. The history of few natioi 
deed can furnish a succession cf kings n 
with more virtue and moderation than those 
first govenied in Rome ; it was from theit 
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Fi-ym the liamshmrr.1 ff Tartptm ta tl/e C 
lit' fie 'i'iibun€S of the Prufle. 

/\, c. T2,^' ^^ demerit? of t!ie familj- o 
-Siii. -*-' quio and tlie courage and add 
*J C. Brutus, tLs rega! po\ver beiiip tliu 
''*^ thrown', a form of govemmem, 
nally republican, was substituted in its 
The senatC) however, reserved by far the 
est share of the authority to themselve 
decor.ited their own body with all the trjj 
of despoiled monarchy. The centuries 
people chose from among the senators, i 
*f a iting, two annual magistrates, whor 
called consuls, with power equal to that ■ 
regal, and with the same privileges, an 
same ensigns of authority. Though the 1 
of the people was bwt very liitle increas 
tliis innovation, yet to it Rome afterwardi 
great measure, owed its unequalled thouj 
structive grandeur. In the life of a lcin& 
any individual in easy circumstances, tbe 
many periods of indolence and of passion 
scive to divert him from the public good 

• The Tatquini «nm lo have hetn ietaytUy pra> 
but thi>, after all iheir obl^gaiioni ii iu)il.'ri >l" ' 
Aho>jld hiT? proicrjb-'d rhe it^'l auihoriLjr also, woold 
unactouiinblc, were it not knswn, [hi! the («(^le wlk 
•ei in motion and made conicioui of ihcit power, il« 



to oe conquerea ; ror power en- 
i fadiind authority is never at a loss to 

Ticttin* llie people^ thus kept conti- 
II arms, attained tlie most perfect know- 
f the military arts, and were better cna- 

adopt the beneficial improvements of 
ous nations they were led to engage. 
lis, the author of this revolution, and 
ins, the husband of Lucretia, were the 
lo were raised to the dignity of consuls 
le. They immediately revived the laws 
mbling the people, which had been dis- 
ed during the late tyrant's reign; but, 
;ir newly-acquired liberty should be pre- 

from degenerating into licentiousness, 

officers relative to the priesthood were 
ed, and new sacrifices ordained, in order 
igtlien the civil power by the firmest 
ns of religion. This new republic, liow- 
irhich seemed so grateful to tlie people, 
»arlv been destroved in its verv com- 



of birth rye fortune. Their party seen 
creased every day, and, what may crea 
surprise, were it not known that politic 
tnoMty absorbs every feeling of uatUM 
the sons of Brutus, and the Aquilij, the ni 
of CoUatinus, were amcmg the number, 
quin, who was informed of these intrij 
Lis favour, resolved to advance them b] 
art in his power, and accordingly sent 
sudors from Etruria to Rome, under a p 
of reclaiming the crown, ^nd deraandt 
effects which he had left behind him ; 
reality with a design to give spirit to 1 
tion, and to drjw over to it as many as 1 
sibly could. They accordingly went o; 
spirit and success, holding tneir private 
ings at the house of one of the conspt 
and already the restoration of the king a 
death of the consuls was resolved npoHi 
die whole fabric of their hopes was a- 
levelled in the dust. A slave, named Vind 
who had accidentally hid himself in the 
where the conspirators used to assemble^ 
hearingthe conversation, laid opcntheir< 
to the consuls, who gave orders to have tl 
spirators secured and brought to jusiic 
among these were found the sons of I 
Few situations could have been more t 
aFFecting than this, of a father placed as a 
upon the tile and death of his own cfai 
impelled by justice to condemn, and by 
to spa'-e ihcm. The young men when ac 

* Aa a nward for bii iidcJicy, ihh nun obuinei 
bcHy and ihc privileges of a Roman cititeo, COfiAa 
uitain turn ni nxHicj ra be paid mil of ihe pubUc tn 
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itniflgs of parental affection. With a [* 

onntenance and a tone of voice that 
, his fixed resolution, he demanded of 

sons if they could make any defence to 

ties with which they had been cliarged. 

inand he made tlirec several times ; but 

g no answer, he at length turned him- 

the lictors, " Now (exclaimed he) it is 

rt to perform the rest." Thus saying, 

in resumed his seat with an air of de- 

d majesty ; nor could all the s-entiments i t 

mal pity, the imploring looks of the hkm 

nor the dreadful situation of the young ' '" 

ho were preparing for execution, alter 
•n decision. The executioner having j i 

if and then whipped the conspirators 
ds, presently after beheaded them ; Bru- 

the time beholding the cruel spectacle 
steady look and unaltered countenance, 
le multitude n^azedon with all the mingled I ■ 
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fiom the eoiuubhipi und biiniibed Home t 
Valerius, atKfwanis aurnanied I'ublicobii i 
Ills ruguril to the pcuplct va elected conn 
hit room. 

rniiU^ited inhisliopei of an insurrectionb 
excited in hit favour by domctdc ndher 
Tiirquinreiulved tu force liitnietfuixin bU fot 
tlirone by fiircign asiUtance i and to thai 
(irevuiled upon the Vcians to usiist him, 
will) II cunudenibte urnty iidvanced tow 
Rome. 

The consul* were not remiss in their pr 
nitloni to oppose liim. Vitlerius commiini 
the foot, and Dnitns ilic cavalry, went ou 
meet him on the Roman frontiers. Aruns, 
Kun of Tarriiiin, who headed his Other's 
valry, seeing: Bmtus at a distance, was resol 
hy one jtrcni effort, to decide the f*tc of 
diiy, witliuut biinging the armies intti tict 
wherefore, spurring on his horse, he intidi 
ward him with ungovernable fury. Bn 
who perceived his approach, quitted from 
ranko to meet him ) u:id bntti began the con 
u'ilh such rage, that, eager only to atudl, 
tboughtless of defending, they fell dead u 
llie field together. A bloody battle ens> 
with equal slaughter on both sides i but the 
mans, remaining in possession of the field of 
tlt'i clitimed the victory t and in conseque 
Valerius returned in triumph lo Rome. S 
was the end of Brutus, a man who, whal^ 
pr.iisc he may deserve for emancipating 
country from a tyrant, possessed none of t] 
amiable qualities that engage our affections, 
was uf a gloomy and even splenetic dispoiit 
iind from the long dissimulation he had p 



Kfig intimid:iU'd him from hii puqxitej 
ftp iho a[t;ichi|icn(s of nature, cv«y 
pt rendered xubin-diniiCe ID hit pRHion 
^ und p'lpoliiriiy. Such has ever been 
(plinK chiivuctcr of i)ic factions great, 
Br (inlT in their ubjecti from thu mtitt 

* profligutet. 

M, being ihui removed without having 
Ed hit yi-ar, Vnlcriini coniinut^' for tome 
'anjoy the dignity without a coUcaj;uai' 
Kited the jealousin of the people, from 
^ciunon thai he had thtin^hu of n- 
ithe crown. A palace which he liad 
Itli some magniflccnee, upon an emi- 
U^metited llicsc stitpicionii ; and it was 
I, th:it he had intentions of converting 
fortrcsi, ill order to awe the city, Va- 
lowcver, soon quieted their fears, by 

• hix palace to he puUcd down g and, to 
« rectitude of his intentioin, made se-- 
wi, sbridginr the power of the senate^ 
Hiding that oT the people. By one, he 

an appeal from the consuls to the 
by another, he made it death for any 
assume the ofEce of magistrate without 
)le's consent ( a third gave power to any 
kill the person, unheard, who afTected 
smc power, if he could prove t)ie crime, 
appointed que^tori, or treasurers, who 
have the management of the public 
and the care of accommodating am- 
-s. Still more to ingratiate liimseu with 
tc, which is frequently tlii-ected in its 
It more by appearances than reality, he 
V, a ordered 



Dpunus Liucretiub, , 

his colleague in the consulship ; w**,,, 
short time after, was succeeded by Horat 
and tlie time of annual election coming on 
after, Valerius was chosen a second tune, 
with him Titus Lucretius. These having nun 
ed the people, they were found to amount 
hundred and thirty thousand persons, be 
widows and orphans. 

In the mean time, Tarquin, neither int 
dated by his misfortunes, nor desisting fron 
pretensions, still formed alliances in order t 

fain the crown. In particular, he prevailed i 
brsenna, one of the kings of Etruria, tc 
pouse his cause, and in person undertak< 
quarreL This prince, equally remarkable 
courage and conduct, marched directl 
Rome, with a nimierous army, and laid 
to the city ; while the terror of his nan? 
his arms filled all ranks of people with dJ 
The senate, in this exigence, did all tha 
dence could suggest, to compose the feai 
satisfy the wants of the people. They o 
that the populace should pay no t;ixes 
Ftate, during the continuance of the \ 
leging, that they had already contribut 
share, in reaiing children for its defence. 

* The concessions which Valerius made to sat' 
prejudice, only rendered the people more turbi 
'He event more than once endangered the repubiii 



Inhiaed com in various parts of Cam- 
nd had it brought to Ronie» to be dis- 
I at a low price to the people. These 
nces linked the orders of the state so 
together^ that evcry^ citi/.en seemed re- 
to defend his country to the last, and save 

or be buried in its ruins. The siege, 
Ff was carded on with vigour : a furious 
ivas made upon die place : the two con- 
»posed in vain, and were carried off 
.'d from the field; while the Rom:uis i., 

n great consternation, were pursued by 
my to the bridge, over which both vic- 
d vancjuished were about to enter tlie 
mingled confusion. All now appeared 
len Horatius Codes, who had been placed 
s sentinel to defend it, opposed himself 
nemy, and, assisted only by two more, 
le^inie sustained the whole fury of tlie 

till the bridge was broken down behind 
^hen findintj: the communiciition thus cut 
plunged with his arms into the 'i'iher. If 

Kick victorious to his fellow-soldiers, and Jik" 

eived witli tlic applause which his courage i Ij 

repidity so well deserved. ]'>.':] 

however, Porsenna was detcrniined upon |: ^i! 



of the bcsioged soon began to be i 
and al! things seemed to menace i 
struction, when another act of br 
superior to tliat which had saved the 
foully accomplished its safety and f 
Muiius Cordus) a youdi of undaun 
conceived tlic heroic design of freeii 
try trom the enemy or perishing in I 
For this purpose, disguised in the 
Etrurian )M.-:isant, and armed with 
he entered the camp of the Etrurian 
up to the place where Porscnna wai 
troops, wiih a secretary by his ud 
talcing the latter for the king, he t 
to the heart, and being immediately 
ed was brought back into the rO] 
Upon Porsenna's demanding who 1 
the cause of so heinous an action, N 
out reserve, acknowledged his cou] 
design, and at the same time thnwt 
hand intn a lire that burnt upon an 
him, " You see (cried he) how liti 
" the severest punishment your en 
" flict upon mc. A Roman knows 
" and how to suffer; 1 am not the 
" you have to fear ; three hundred o 
" youth, like me, have conspired yi 
" tion —therefore prepare for theii 
Forsenna, awed by his intrepidity, 
ing too noble a mind himself not 
bnivery and vittue thougli found ii 
ordered him to be safely conduct 
Rome, and fired with an enthusia 
linn of a cuiintry that produced si 
offered them conditions of peace. 
now readily accepted on their sid 
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fcerd nor disgraceful, except that twentp 
I were demanded ; — ten young men, and 
r virgins, of tlie best fumiiies in Rome. 
XI in this instance also, as if the softer 
« resolved to evince an equal di;?ree of 

with the other, Clelia, one of the hos- 
scaping from her guards, and pointing 

way to the re&t m her fema.le compst- 
jwam across the Tiber on horsebacki 
showers of darts from the enemy, and 

unhurt. Immediately presenting her- 
the consul, this magistrate, fearing the 
ences of detaining her, ordered her to 

!M.ck ; upon whicli, Porsenna, tliat he 
lot be eicelled in generosity, not only 
r her liberty, but permitted her to choose 
' tlic hostages of the male xx, as she 
Jiink (it to attend her. On her part, she, 

the modestyof a Roman virgin, selected 
I were under fourteen, alleging, tliat 
ider ag'e was le:ist capable of^sustainiuB 
urs of confinement. 

uin beheld with chagrin and despair the 
ice that was thus forming between Por- 
id the Romans ; and fearful lest his inte- 
3uld be wholly sacrificed, projected the 
of Clelia and her companions on their 
;lc, judging that such an act of violence 
ekindle the almost extinoiuished flames of 
From an ambuscade he attacked the 
which, though weak and taken by sur- 
efended themselves long enough to re- 
sistance from a detachment of the Etru- 
ir rather Clusians. Porsenna himself 
;>, and this perfidious action estranged 
ever from the Tarqnins. He retired 



from the Roman teiritory without exacting d| 
them ajiy conditions ; and, Jcnowing- then] toJ 
in the greatest necessity, with equal generoa 
and deFicacy, he ordeKil hissotdieni to leave i 
the provisions in the camp, sind presented Clc 
with a ^autiful horse superbly caparisoni 
The Romans, to evince their gratitude, ralsci 
s[;itiie to Porsennn, and sent hini an ivory cha 
a sceptre, a crown of gold, and a tinumpl 
robe. Mutiuii, surnanied Scxvola, or tlie i< 
haadri), from his being incapacitated fironi usi 
his right, received also both useful and hono' 
able presents from the republic. The reme 
brance of the generosity of Porsenna was tra 
milted from age to age, by the form establist 
in the sale of public effects, which a herald p 
nounceii by saying, " These are the effects 
Porsenna." 

Few remarkable transactions happened af 
tliis for about five years, if we except seve 
victories obtained over the Sabines, who w 
obliged to purchase a peace. The consuls, 
deed, obtained two triumphs over them, and i 
first ovation that had been seen in Rome, wh 
differed from a triumph in tliese respects, ti 
in an ovation, the general entered tlie city 
foot, and not in a chariot ; that he was met oi 
liy the knights and patricians, and not by I 
senators in their robes ; that his dress was 1 
magnificent) and that his crown, instead of bei 
composed of laurel, was made of myrtle. Post] 
mius, who overcame the Sabines, was the. fi 
to whom was decreed tliis lesser kind of trimn] 
liecause his success had not been obtained bui 
llieexpence of aformer defeat. Some other » 



dUtfaed and unshaken ; tlic charms of 
f'idU maintained unabated dominion over 
irti hy means of his son-hi-law, Mani- 
liltirred up the Latins to espouse his in- 
imd took the most convenient opportu- 
when the plebeians and senators were 
i amongst each other, to make head 
t Rome. After having united twenty- 
nims in his confederacy abroad, by large 
, he also found means to win over a very 
Ful party of the poorer sort of Roman citi- 
wrho indeed had many real causes of dis- 
t to disgust them, and to which they 
i only a moderate stimulus to give vent. 
Romans, under their kings, had only 
%ys of subsisting— -by agricidture and by 
r : in short, they lived either by labour 
ir own lands, or by reaping the harvests 
had been sown by their enemies. Soon, 
er, after the expulsion of the royal family, 
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'tdv'uing, tli:it onl^ »uc!i 
i« thoutflit fit to (pve 111 their 
^tho TVBt snoulJ be ire;<tod wicli 

vngth, they cumc to tlic rctolti- 
ha Impending evil by dehiy, anil 
■dor, lliat no dcbtnr sliuulil ha 
k tlie continuance of the war. 
WeveTi to wlmm the lentite of* 
Uion a* a favoar, refuted it with 
;iKiti:nipt> They knew thiit ihii 
mlngthut^icviLnce which would 

them with increawd Mtwrity ( 
the ujiproHch of the enemy htui 
w M-iiute what lliey would niuma 
nan aliouUl Im over, and th«M 
nuide them per>iKt in their da- 
number nf the malcontent* in> 
tour ( and many of the citisseU) 
er poor nor involved in debt, en- 
iewii and supported tlie ctaima of 
iSi either from a consciousness of 
■ their demands, or from tlie na- 
lich all men have to brook their 

mce, therefore, the. senate, who 
inwealth upon tlie brink of ruin, 
o an eip»lient, wtiicli, though 
>e present emergency, in a course 
fatal to tlie republic of Rome, 
nding tlieir authority inauAicient) 

tile to elect a temporary magia. 
d have abutlute power, not only 
of thi; state, but even over tlie 
I. 'Hie plebeians, wlio lield the 
rence, readily consented, willing 
own power tiji' the aakc of abridg- 



ing that of their superiors ; aiid Titas 
was created the first dictator* of Rom^ 
\%ns this high officer called )» beine nom 
it by his colleague in the consulship. ' 
people, who could not bear even to 
name of king mentioned, readily submi 
magistrate possessed of unlimited po 
much do names impose on the judem 
so little is any form of government tne 
dislike when it coincides with popular pi 
lliis was the first intermission of the 
power, about ten years after it had b< 
blished. 

Lartius being thus created dictator, a 
Spurius Cassius master of the horse, am 
upon his office, surrounded with his \\c\ 
all the ensigns of ancient royalty. Seatei 
upon a throne in the midst of the peoph 
he ordered the levies to be made, and hi 
mandate was obeyed without rcluctanc 
populace looked with awe and revercnc( 
mapistratc whom they had invested wit 
trollable power, and each went peac 
range lilnttelf under his respective s 
The Latins, being informed of this ir 

* To be dictator, it was necessary to have been I 
and the power of that magistrate could only 1. 
nnr.ths ; durirg which, however, he noniinated ti 
o:1i'-e<, assurrrri the t'omnnur.d of the army, of ^«sl 
the rr.asrcr or gtPfr*! of the cavahy, wiirm he n'vf 
h'f eritrr'^ce intooffne. In a word, he was absolute 
the Jc-'inics ot his countiv, nor was he re^ponsib 
part o ^ : lopj irt, after nc retired fr..ni ofhce. T 
strlc**.ops to u:,.rh he was Juhject were, thut hi 
TTm::fto f'} le.ive !'' y, ar^d that he could r 
i.i- hcr:e ^ihtjMi h.ving first obtained the conM 
fcipe! 

rcA 
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&. Itfakli itien^OLonpd Uic binds of 
Ecu nich an ama^in]; deforce, began 
■jpjw vxfMCtaiion^ which tlwy lud con- 
Bom iu ilivisitmi. I'liuy uccordingly 
1 .proper to liiteii to na accommodauon. 
9t proposed on the liidc of Rome, and a 
fftllgmdupon bctwHn them for u jrcar. 
^iriio had been «cnt tu oppOM! the ena- 
Hmed with bin nrmy to Rome i and be- 
rmonUin weiti cinircd, ihc lime limited 
oliice, he Uid dawn the dicutnnhip, 
pieputition of having eierciicd ihiahigh 
rilJi Unity and modfraiion. 
Autanccs, however, required that the 
BUnK there slioiild be another dictator; 
ind Puiiliumiiii JAVeiktcd wit)i that office, 
ding out the KomaiiB to protecuie t}ic 
b the Latins, upon the eipiralion ot' the 
■tween thcni. \Vc are told, that, coming 
I them near the lakt; Ri'gilius, he gave 

complete overthrow, tiiough Uiey were 
double iiis number; and that scarcely a 
of their army escajied alive from the 
It would be uninterestlnfi however, 
ious, to give the particulars of the va- 
igagemcnts of this warlike people in the 

of their empire, wliile valour alone, ra- 
an conduct, decided the fortune of the 

wii thelitt despiiring cfldrtoflhc Tiiquini. Tbe 
I gf the eipcUed printc were ill bnT«, and idupted 
■taliitiod of iKovcrini thcic biker'! kintdom, <■ 
• ihi field. After pci^nJDg pradiKici of niour, ^ 
■ooaf (hi 4ead, mi mlh ihem ihe lut bopM ef 
amk ilio 10 tiie no more. l(e now mind M tM 
hibioikiiiui, in Ctaiiiann, whetc hv died, at itw M 
■ft of ninetjr yean. g 
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day. In ihii battle, hnwccr, wc are to 
die dictator citst one of the niiii?ni umr 
encmj-, to incite his men t? a bow atlw 
il« recovery : we are told also, that the 
were ordenhi to be taken off the bones, tl 
might chilrge with greater farr. Gcner, 
could give such tiirections mi^lrt have be 
men, but, according to our ideas, woal 
proved very bstd commanders. Nerei 
they fought against an enemy more if 
than themselves; so that the Latins, a 
ledging their superiority, implored a trui 
more, and tlie dictator, ater a trium;) 
down his authority, as in the former rate< 
The soldiers, having returned from ^ 
in triumph, had some reason to expect k 
sion of tnelr debts, and to enjoy that va(< 
lliemselves which they had procnred lor tl 
lie. Contrary to their hopes, howevt 
courts of justice were opened againat thei 
the prosecution of creditors revived wit> 
than usual severity. This soon excite* 
murmurs ; and the senate, who were not 
Bible that they were deserved, in order 
prcpai-cd, chose Appnjs ClaoJius, a n 
iiustere mannci's, a strict obsei-ver of tb 
and of unshaken inircpiditj', dir one of d 
suls the year ensuing : hut, at the same ti 
temper his severity, they gave him for a col 
Si'iviliu'., ;i m.m of a humane and gentle 

>!.i.T, ..: .1 ,1 . i:r . !i IilIiii : .1 In iIil popu 

the complaints of the people therefore c 
be deliberated upon, thcw! two magistra 
it may be supposed, were entirely of 0| 
opinions. Servjliu;:, commiserating the dii 
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i was for uboluliing all dttoi or ut 
_' diminiJiing llic iiueivtc upon ihcni. 
^ on thp titht^r h.ind, witli hit nutural so- 
d that tile laW) (if liu country tilinuIJ 
Uh]y obbcrvod, iiiu3 tliiU lit(htciiing tlm 
m those who owed money u-sia but 
, . ,[ U Ufon thiMiu to wlifun it wa* due. 
kit would be encouraging the extravagant 
^ idle, at the cxpencc of the imiuufious 
dn fixtg:)! i nnd thut every new compliitnce 
the iL'DEitf. M had bcL'n evidenced before, 
d but ineieow the imtilent demands of ihu 

k., . , 

W citiien), being apprised of the diwordanc 
■lenta of their coiuult, in regard to their 
>Uinu, loaded Scrviliut with every mark of 
tudo, while iher cvery-wherc pnrtucd Ap- 
vitli tJrreiit* and imprecationi. 'Diey began 
lemhle ufrenh, to hold nceret cabuU liy 
, and (o mcditrtlc some new revolution, 

an iinlooked-fiir spectacle of distreu roused 
ivir iiastloru, and at once fanned tlieir 
^ resentment into flame. 
Roman loldieri decrepit and aged, laden 
;hainii, yet shewing in his air the markt ut' 
• days, sought an asylum in the midst of the 
e, svi they were assembled on u public uc- 
u He was covered wiihraffs; his face wui 
and wasted with famine ; his beard, which 
>ng and ncKlectedi and his hair in wilddl&- 
, rendered his appearance '^tilt more ghastly 
h interesting. He was known, howcvi-r. 
■ gallant man, who liad often been vali;iiit 

Mid ( he sliewed the scars which he had 

ed in battle, and the in:irks of recent 

1, which still coniiinied Weeding. The 

II 2 computsiiJit 
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compassion of the multitude was Warmly «- 
cited at this sad spectacle, but much more when 
he told them his story. Having borne arms in 
the last war against the Sabines, his little patti- 
mony was not only neglected, but the enemy 
had plundered his substance, and set his hoiue 
on fire. In this situation he was forced for sub- 
sistence to contract debts, and then obliged to 
sell his inheritance to discharge them; 



part still remaininc impaid, his unfeeling credi- 
tor had dragged him to prison, where he was 
not only laden with chains, but torn with the 
whips of the executioner, who was ordered to 
tcrment him. This account, and his woUDds, 
which were still fresh, produced an instantane- 
ous uproar among the people j they flew to take 
revenge not only on the delinquent, bui on tlie 
general body of their oppressors. Appius had 
the good fortune to find safety by Hight, Set- 
vilius, laying aside the marks of consular poweri 
threw himself into the midst of the tumult, eft- 
treated, flattered, commanded them to paticncei 
engaged to have their wrongs redressed by the 
senate ; promised that he himself would zeak 
oiisly supporttheir cause: andinthemean tiiffl^ i 
to convince them of the sincerity of his ioten* 
tions, made proclamation, that no citizen shonU 
be arrested for debt until the senate should isnM^ 
further directions. 

The influence of Ser%-ir[us, for tJiis time, 
served, in some measure, to appease the mat' 
murs of the people ; and the senate was gcMf 
begin their deliberations, when word wit 



briiught that an army ot Volscians was mann* . 
ing directly towards Rome. This was an evai 
vhich the populace bad wished with the n>M 

aiddft 



m 



I and tlify now rcwlved 

U tee, how litile Uic power of iha 1 
When unsupported by the sircngtii «( i 
idc. Accordingly*, whcii tlie levy ' 
be iriRlic, they uniinimouily refusod tO 
vhile tliohc who hitd been Impriiocwd for 
iCwing tlu'ir chains, iisked. with an Jn* 
mile, " whether then- were tlie wcupnia 
ieh they were to face the enemy." 
1) In this aUic of anarchy within, and of 
td invaKitin fnim without, wa* upon the 
ruin, when Servihu.ii wliu, iu the cdp^' 
omul, was Id command the atmy, onc« 
tewed his en treat ic« with the pcnple, nut 
; him in this exigence. Th MKilhc them 
e, he iKiiied n new cUkt, thu nocltiien 
<e imprisoned Uurin]; the continuance of 
! and Ufisurcd them, thiit, upun tlieir 
they nhould have plenary redresi of llictr 
■es. By these conciliatory meanurcs, a» 
)y the afiection which the people lud to 
m, Iw oucu more prevailed. The citi* 
ic ill cniwd^ t" enrol themselves under 



wed their courage in the engagement, 
;ors and former malcontents were tlic 
nspjcuous. Serviliua, lo reeompenic 
ivery. gave them the plunder of the 
camp, without reserving, as waa usual, 
of it for the treasury ; and thii act of 
niiicenec oiTendlng the :ivaricious and 
t-ctrong senate, induced ihcR;, upon hi« 
o refuse him the himmirs of a triumph, 
e people, however, in defiiuice of oi>po- 
ecreed him. 

n .1 ne 



The terrors of the enemy being thus reir 
the former cruelties were renewed. A 
still fierce and uncomplying, again auth 
the creditors to renew their severity, ai 
debtors were dragged to prison, and insul 
before. In vain did they implore the assi 
of Servilius, who, mild and flexible, re 
too much of his power to Appius. In vj 
they claim the promises made them by l 
nate ; for that body, deaf to their criei 
debtors pursued, even into the forum, b^ 
merciless creditors, and prevented only 1 
multitude from being dragged to prison, 
approach of an enemy, still more numeroi 
that which had be«i lately conquered, re 
the acrimony of their vengeance. The S 
the ^qui, and the Volscians, as if willing 
cond tlie views of the peojple, again made 
irruption, while the citizens absolutely i 
to enlist, till their grievances were com 
removed. 

The commonwealth being in this dar 
situation, the senate was obliged to have n 
to the usual method of redress, by crej 
dictator. Appius, who advised the m 
hoped that he should have been chosen ; 
senate, sensible of his unpopularity and vi 
chose Manlius Valerius, an ancient sen 
man of a mild and merciful character, 
loved by the people, and descended fp 
great deliverer whose name he bore. V 
who secretly inclined to the plebeian part] 
Quintus, the brother of their great idol 
lius, f(ir his master of the ht^rse ; and, 
1)1 ing the others, assured them, that 
would follow him freely, their grievances 



WW lo much revered by the people, that i\ ■ 

ot only dreaded its resentment, but seemed IV* 

ik its promises binding. They therefore .J' 

id themselves at his order, and, marcliin^^ -'■*' 
tthc enemy, quickly reduced them to sub- 
, ; such lands as had been taicen from thcni 

divided among tlie soldiers, according to , | { i I 

LCt. 

m his return, the Dictator requested the 
to perform what he had so solemnly 
'd his word to obtain : but Appitis, still 
ite, refused to comply, reprojiching him 
I mean condescension to the multitude, 
■inging over the majority of the senate to \\ 

inion. Valerius, therefore, finding he was .|j 

! to contend with so powerful a body, laid 
his office, alleging, that it was time for 
man of seventy to consult his case rather 
o form an unavailing opposition, 
these reiterated breaches of faith the pco- 
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solrcd still to keep them in the field, inider pn 
teiice that the enemy was yet unsubdued, an 
preparing for new invasions. In this extgenq 
the soldiers were at a loss how to act ; tlie mil 
t.iry oath, which ihej had taken upon enlistini 
forbade their laying down their arms, or foisal 
ing their standards i and yet their recent injt 
ries restrained them from taking the field. Stea 
ins however between both extremes, they it 
solved to quit a city whldigave thein no prt 
tection, and to form a new establishment wiu 
out its limits. They, therefore, removed thd 
ensigns, changed their commander, and, undf 
[]ic conduct of a plebeian, named Sicinius fieQ^ 
nis, retired to a mountain, from thence calle 
the Mons Sacer, on the bsnka of the river Ani( 
about three miles from Rome. 

The news of this defection filled the city wi^ 
tumult and consternation; those who wish© 
well to the people made all the attempts ihg 
cnuld to scale the walls, in order to join it, fo 
ilic gates were shut by the senate's dircclioB 
The fatliers, who had sons among the mutincen 
reproached their degeneracy ; wives lamentq 
the absence of their husbands ; and all appn 
bended a civil war. The senate was not less aa 
t^ted than the rest ; some were for violent nS 
stores, and repelling force by force, at the heU 
nf whom was Appius { others were of opiiitn 
that gentler arts were to be used, and tliat evi^ 
;i victory over such enemies would be worse th;^ 
a defeat. At length, the milder altemaijve prt 
vailing, it was resolved to send a messenger ta 
iitviting tlie people to return home, and declait 
thi-ir grievances, promising, at the same tinu) 
Ml oblivion of aU that had passed. Tliis me^ 

.4|i< 
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■id by the army with diidatn ; so 
ft ircTCTiow to bcj!;in afresh lo eon- 
fioperitcps to be l»kcn, and, in ihts 
Un would he the leait evil of the 

i, 

ny, after ehoosine new consuls, 
bt done without difficulty, they cn- 
thc deliberation with an eamestneis 
importance of the cause. Menenius 
m of the wisest and beat of the «- 
of opinion, that the iieople were tu 
in their reasonable wishes ) bccaiiic 
dominions could neither be extetiijcd 
ed without their active assisnincc. 
(tutor Valerius seconded his oninioiif 
Btfi unusual lo one of his gentle tern- 
viced age. He upbraided the senate 
taplicity, and urged the necessity of 
1 sharing those iidvaiitagus whidi tlie 
letermincd to engross. Appius, on 
land, still adhering to his despotic 
leclaimed with great violence against 
! smallest concessions to the multi- 
jbserved, tliat if they granted to the 
sn enemies, what they had refused 
friends, it would be an argument of 
and not their justice ; that tlie young 
nd their clients were still able to de- 
:y, even though its ungrateful inha- 
iild desert it ; that the multitude ne- 
where to stop in its demands, and 
concession would be productive of 
( and louder importunities. The body 
tors, to whom chiefly the people were 
ily wanted the speciousness of such 
to cover their avarice j those of the 
younger 



counigc m aoDatc, saw tne necessity tncre i 
for complying with the people, in order to ] 
vent sucli violent measures as the senate n 
hastenirig into, for tliat day, broke up the 
sembly ; at the same time intimating to 
younger part of the senators, that, i£ they 
not behave with more moderation for the futi 
a law should he preferred, preventing all un 
a certain age from being admitted into tha 
lustrious body- 

This threat had its efiect at their next m 
ing, where, notwithstanding the stubborn op 
sition of Appius, and the terrible blow that ' 
about to be given to the fortunes of many of 
members, it was resolved to enter into a tre 
with tlie people, and to make them such of 
as should induce them to return to their a 
giance and their homes. Ten commissior 
'nere accordingly deputed, at the head of wh 
were Lartius and Valerius, who had been du 
ti^rs ; ar.d Menenius Aerippa, equally loved 
the senate and the people. . The dignity and 
popularity of these ambassadors procured th 
a ver)' respectable reception among the soldii 
and a long conference commenced betwi 
them. Lartius and Valerius employed all th 
(Oratory on the one hand ; while Sicinius and J 
cius Junius, who were the spokesmen of the s 
diery, aggravated their distresses with all tj 
masculine eloquence which natural ability a 
the sense of injury inspire. The conference o 
tinned fi^r a long time, when Menenius Aerip 
N' ho had been originally a plebeian, a snre\ 

factiiv 






9tk own, they all, with common consent, 
AtD revolt agiiinst the belly : they knew | 

lOiit they said, why they should toil from !t 

^tOl night in its service, while the belly, 
mean time, lay at its ease in the midst ol 
1II9 and indolently grew fat upon their hi- 
accordingly, they agreed to support it no 
The feet vo^^^ed they would carry it no 
: and the teeth averred they would not 
I morsel of meat, though it were placed 
in them. Thus resolved, tliey for some 
hewed their spirit, and kept their rcsolu- 
3Ut soon they found, that, instead of mor- ■! 

the belly by these means, they only un- 
jm^elves ; they languished for a while, and «! 

red, when too late, that it was owing to , 

Ij that they had strength to work, or cou- \ 

) mutiny." 

5 fable, the application of which Is ob- 
had an instantaneous effect upon the peo- 
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who ihould have power to plead tlie 
community, and to redress the injut 

Tlie people, who are ever bias^ 
iiion of die last speaker, highly ap 
propoul, which however llie commi 
not auUiflrity to comply with ; the 
cent to Rome to receive the iiutruc 
tcnate, who, dtsiractcd with intetti: 
and hantwd by complaints from w 
resolved to have peace^ at what904 
should lie obtained. Accordingly, a 
voice, ihcy cooaented to the creaiit 
description of officers, who were ex 
of the i'eojdt*^ Appiui alone pro 
Tchemence againft the adoption of i 
a* he had from the commencemeDt 
conLeit. 

The tribunes of the people were 
in n timber, though afterwards the 
increased by the addition of five n 
were always annually elected by the 
generally from their body. They ha 
of annulling all mch decrees of ti 
they' considered inimical to the pec 
kIicw their readiness to protect the r 
I'j receive complaints ai they occ 
doors stood open night and day. 1 
lud-their leats placed before the d 

• Tbc tRint of peace wtilcb mre turn ndl 
" Thai (he iribunn of the peoiilc ibfuM b« i 
wivils aSicci to which citiuni were othernriH 

If iny one infringed ihii law, be ibuuK be dc 
h» propmjr confiioltd la [he ifitice of ihe 
■nd iranj one klUed altibuae, aj pcnoo Ottt 
to lake of ihc Bniidctu." 
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taue-house ; and being called in> tbey pro- 
ceeded to examine every decree, annulling it by 
ihrwtwd ir(o, / forbid it; or coniinning it by 
-^—■iog the letter T, which gave it validity. Their 
»niiwcivtobesacredj and, though they were 
Bot dininKuisbed by any of the en&igns of dIBcl', 
«ith as ui« cunile chair, or the lictors who 
attended upon either magistrates, yet their power 
»a« greatly Euperior, naving a negative vote 
«pon all decrees of the senate. They were, how- 
ever, to have no authority without the walls of 
the city ; and it was unlawful for them to be 
abtinit frmn it a day : but what still more di- 
minithecl their power was, that any one of tlieir 
mimliCT could put a negative upon the measures 
ti the rent ( and this was afterwards found the 
DVHt artful method of opposing them ; for one 
f^ained over to the senate, rendered the attempts 
of the rest abortive. In short, they proved tlie 
kxne of the public peace, and often occasioned 
greater disorders than they were elected to 
(□pptess, 

Tliis new office being thus instituted, 
Sicuihis BeUutus, Lucius Junius, Caius ^^■ 
Uciiuus, Albinus, and Icilius Ruga, were 
llw firrt tribunes chosen by the suffrages u {-. 
oFdie people. The senate also made an 'j:>!i. 
edict confirming the abolition of debts : 
rod now all thiiii^s being adjusted on both sides, 
ibe people, after having sacrificed to the Gods of 
rile sacred mountain, returned in triumph t" 
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i*nim tke CiraHaii nflhe TrUimin to lit Commti 
mcHt uj tic Dtixavuni <i^er, 

JITHERTO we have s«n the people rti 
■^ gling against the ciorbiiant povrcr of 
icnate j but now commences a period in wl 
tlie senate haJ to contend a^itnst the increai 
pamer of the people; a penod m which the 
ti?r, beginning; to feel their own force, and bl 
put into motion, Kke an incrCHsing torrent, t 
down all before them with irresistible violei 
The first advantage the tribunes obtaincdi ' 
a permission to choose from among the pec 
t\vo annual olHcers, as assistants in the fktid 
of ritcir duty. These were called .£diles, i 
p^rt of tbeir business consisceil in taking car 
the public buildings, aqueducts, and sewm ; ; 
likewise in determining some causes, thilt 1 
hiiherto been Kubiect to the cogiiizance of 
timflils onlj-. They were to notice thowi 
held more land than the laws allowed Atna 
curb all public immoralities, and abolish 1 
i.mces ; to provide com and oil in times of 
mine, and to prevent any monopolies which 
avaricious might be templed to mate to the i 
lie detriment, Thepeoplc, havingobtainedo 
vast privileges, and all their clamours bi 
hushed, now marched against the V'olsci and . 
li;ites ; took Corioli, one of their chief ton 
and toon al'tcr overthrew the eni:my with g 



In ttiis tMtde Muciiu, aftervards 

1 Conolaiiusi pititicuLirly distingutiheii 

3(. This man was of a patricum family, 

Iptoud of rank and suca^s, beheld with in- 

Buon ihe aicroadimenLs of the tnbanet ; 

tan opportunily nas sooji oflcred of avowing 

e peopl^t being rendered more turbuler.c 
'tfie comlescciuicn of the senate, and b)' a 
impb over the enemy, soon afttT iliund 
idler occa^on U> sfacw itieii' aptitude to cbi- 
tor- Duriiig the lite sccesdou, tillage h-iJ 
d^enttrely neglectedt and a famine was the 
■Eouence, tlie ensuing season. The seu:ite 
CbU tliat lay in their power to remedy the 
E( but the peoplt:, pinched witli want, and 
mg to throw the blame on an; but them- 
jju, ascribed the whole of their dUtrest to die 
pee of the patricians ; who, having purchased 
ihe com, as Km alleged, intended to iiidcm- 
t themietves for the abolition of debts, by 
pie ic at an enhanced price. But this ua^ 
iaU diat was laid to their charge. The se- 
ll^ in order to lessen the number of citizens in 
(time of famine, had sent many of them to 
iicz, a city of the Volscians, which had lately 
nmuch depopulated by a plague. This ex- 
U an tiniversal clamour among the people, 
uthe tiibunes took care to aggravate. Ac- 
mt^j they urged that this was only an art- 
jnetbod of removing such citizens as were 
^0itous to the nobles ; that it was Uttle eUe 
jB hanishiiig the bravest men of the state 
pout an onence; and thus, by weakening tlie 
■wtb of the people, to increase their own. 
|kb reports being industriously propagated, 
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an astembly wns called, in whiclt the con«ii1 
the tribune* hy turns harangued the pcoplt 
conteit managed with so much imprtuoti 
both sides, every motneni grew warmer 
consuls insisted, that the tribunex had no 
in addreis the assembly ; the trihunei. « 
other hand, asserted thut their office was sa 
and that they ought not to be impeded in 
duty. In this the people unanimoiiily co 
red i for whatever their loaders thought 
propose, they were ready to ratify ! a law, 1 
fore, was made, that no mui diould (Lire 
teiTupt the tribunes while they spolte to tbt 
pie ( a law, which greatly increased their p' 
as now, from taking the assembly's instruc 
they were authorised to direct them. 

The city, after this, enjoyed airansient c 
some of the people retired to their hou 
suppon famine with patience and rcsigna 
while others made incursions upon the er 
and returned with the spoil But abund 
soon after renewed in ihem that turbo 
which tlie continuance of the famine hn 
pressed, but not removed. A large fleet of 
hidcn with com from Sicily, a great ps 
which was a present from Gelon, the lei 
that island, to the Romans, and the rest 
chased by the senate with the public m 
raised tlieir spirits once more, and inflamed 
eagerness tor dissension. When it came 
debated in the senate, in what manner this 
>;upply should be distributed, violent div 
arose. Some were for supplying the poon 
with a siiflicient quantity gratis ; others 
for selling it at a tow price, and thu* to 
burse the treasury i but when it came t 



Mt the state diviUcd between two pnw-. 
MM dissensions only serve to lur^s it 
oni Can we tamely bear to sec 
a Jpve laws in Rome, anJ rule wiili 
roUeil power, when we could not stM)p 
;a ? It the factious anJ turbulent are 
ng to live ut Rome, let ttiem retire 
lore to the sacred mountain ; it is bet- 
to govern, if we must share our coni- 
*-ith thcdregsof thepeople." A spwch 
lutof)', and so violent, rekludleJ ail the 
diisension. The multitude, in the fury 
Mcnmicnt, would Iiave fallen uppn tlie 
dy of the senate ; but the tribunes re- 
[hdr nige, and directed it to Coriola- 
m they condemned to be thrown from 
■eian nx;k, the usual punishment of 
Nevertheless he remained unshaken : 
id made him intrepid, fnignl, and in- 
and to these disiMsitions he added the 
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■lii<llli each other, and nrdering 
M.gi*e their votes separntel<r, and 
K 31 since the time of liostiliiu 
th the custom. This, as has been 
tariced, was depriving the pacri- 
0K influeace, siuce the numbers of 
Iwre sure to prevail : however, the 
Bg to identify the cause of Cnrio- 
«r own, at kst consented to this 
er in the plebeians ; but, to make 
BftdinK him to the last, the consul 
Med the rostrum in his favour, in- 
K services he had done the state ; 
im words, escaping in the heat of 
;to be attended to ; and concluded 
that the whole senate were peli- 
•cause, and desired the tribunes, 
Id closely adhere to their promised 
I namely, his aiming at sovereign 
this Sicinius tlie tribune replied, 
urge against the guilty, aJl things, 
or description, tttat should tend 
guilty; that the state had too 
trom his influence, and his number 
; to use every means of bringing 
) that he owed much more to (he 
republic, than to any vain com» 
he senate ; and that the very at- 
!ss the power of the people, who 
;ht to govern themselves, was a 
lanus, upon this, presented him- 
; people, with a degree of intre- 
rited the highest admiration. His 
n, his manly eloquence, joined to 
ose whom he had saved from the 
ed the auditors to relent. He 
began 
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began by recounting all the battles he had fi 
and the different posts he had sustaine 
shewed the various crowns which had 
given him by his generals, as rewards 
nieiit ; and exposed to view the numl 
wounds he had received in acquiring ihei 
related all the breaches he had entered, a 
the lives he had saved, calling out to si 
were present, to bear witness to the truth 
recital, " Speak (said he), you whom 
*' served in trouble ! And do yoH come fo 
" \\ horn I have rescued frorn the fetters 
" enemy, and presented with liberty and 
These, with the most moving protestatioi 
treated their friends to spare that life by 
tliey lived ; and, if there were to be an (K 
for public resentment, they themselves 
ready to die for him. 

A defence like this, supported with a 
boldness which conscious innocence in 
moved every hearer with a wish to pirdtwi; 
cried out, that so brave a maji deser 
triumph, not death ; and that his very tri 
a national disgrace. The giddy though 
multitude were going therefore to absolve 
when Decius, one of the tribimes, a H 
fluent eloquence, rose up to reply. " In 
" ever manner (cried he) we maybe pre- 
" by the senate from urging those speeches 
»' were made amount that august body, O 
" to destroy the privileges of the people, j 
*' we are not unprovided : we decline i 
" vating what Coriolanus has said ; we 
" facts, which we call upon tlie accused U 
" himself of. We have an ancient law an 
" us, that all plunder, uken from the c 
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JPdavtti cattle, and provisions, was 
$^9 jet the public were neither the 
IT the richer for it: it w:i«» divided 
it friends and followers ; men whom, 
f he only intended to enrich, to be 
er able to secure our ruin. It has 
n the practice of tyrants to begin 
of ambition, by forming a numerous 
partisans, who are willing to lose 
^gard in private emolument. Here, 
; ground our charge ; let him, if he 
y tlie fact; and let him bring proofs, IB 

ainly shewing his scars, but by con- 
us of liis innocence." This charge 
ly unexpected : Coriolanus had, in 
the people refused to enlist, issued 
lead of his clients, and plundered the 
lo had made incursions up to the very 
ome. These spoils, which were so 



and Coriolaniu vas condemned to perpctu 
exile. 

Never did the fickle popuLice lestity a sincoi 
jny, even in triumphing over a vanquished a 
my, than they did upon this occasion, having 
a manner totally annihilated the power of i 
irnate ; since henceforward they assumed a rU 
of sumninning any of the individuals of n 
hotly before them, whom they thought proj 
|o accuse. Tlie senate, on the other hano. M 
themseWes reduced to an abject dependence op 
the multitude ; deprived ot all secwity to ta 
persons, and all their former rights of b«i 
judged by their compeers. This sentence agaii 
iheir bravest defender struck their whole bo 
with sorrow, consternation, and dismay. ( 
riolimus alone, in the midst of the tumult, see 
ed an unconcerned spectator. He retam 
home, followed by the lamentations of hundrt 
of tile most respectable senators and citir.en» 
Rome, to take a, lasting leave of his wi£e> ] 
children, and his mother Veturia. Whiledl 
iti the first transports of sorrow, hnng nt 
hrm in agony at parting, he, with a manly fl 
tititde, tore himself from their embraces i 1 
horting them to bear their fate with fordttu 
and to think of him no more. Then itca 
mending his children to their care, and all 10 | 
protection of Heiiven, he left the city, attend 
by the senate to the very gates, to take rdft 
jmnng the enemies of Rome. In this mup 
ihu plebeians, who had obtained tribunes me^ 
far their own defence, employed tliose verr ■ 
.■jistrates to annoy others j and, by insensiblej 
grecs, stripped the patricians of all their folB 
trivilcgei. So common it it fur ^vea lol 
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Lttndthe persecuted to be scourges 

cast from JiU country, 
IT 11 safe retreat than for an oppor- 
_ge3nce. AH his fortitut]e< and the 
lUORs of his mother, were not ulile 
;nt of his wrongs, or his 
^ Dishing his enemies, even though it 
i country in ruin. TuUus Attins, x 
lit power among the Volsci, and a 
kty to tlie Romans, seemed tu him & 
ttt to assist his revenge. Resolving 
h him, he enters Aiiii'jm, the city 
■» commanded) by night ; and, going 
ilits house, seated himself neur the 
Be household gods ; a place which, 
Jbn of tlie country, was held sacred. 
Ig informed that a stranger, with an 
Ity far beyond what wns common, 
refuge in his house, came and de< 
t name and business. " My name 
; Roman) is Caius Marcius : my sur- 
iToriolanus t the only reward tlut re. 
all my services^ I am banished 
r being a friend to it ; I am come to 

?! here, where I have ever been an 
f you are willing to make use of 
ces, you shall find me gnteful: if 
frilling to revenge the injuries I have 
4 behold me prepared." 
■truck with the dignity and known 
' Coriolanus, stretched out bis hand 
F amity, and instantly espoused his 
U first thing therefore to be done was 
be Vokci to break the league which 
nude with Rome ; ta order to ef- 
fect 
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feet thit, and yet prcscrvu the «inW»nce of jut- 
lice, Tullut lem many of lii) cittneiu tn Runiii, 
to attend >onie gnmei at that timr cHrbraiinf; i 
but in the mcitn limo gave ilie tenulc private in- 
f()rni;iti<in, ihut the titrangen huJ concdved (hi 
ilnngerous deiizit of biimlnp tho chy. Tim 
utrdViffim liiid too doiiirvtl cfreci ; and the wnoM 
iisiird an order, that all itrangerH utiixild de* 
piirt frtim Kame before lun-xct. Tulliw, on tht 
oilier hand, represented thi» order to hit conn- 
Irymin, asun infraction of tho iretity, andvm- 
cured an cmbaiiy Eobewnt to Rome, compuiib 
iiifC of tlie brciicli of ho»pitality i and re-Jemand. 
in? all the territories belonging to the Voliciani, 
of which they had been violently dii:piHiwiiicd | 
<leclaring war in caie of a refuiaL Tlitt ma>> 
«af{c wa» treated by tho senate with coiitcmpit 
they bade the amhaxHadors inform their coumry- 
iiieii, that meuacen could not intimidate the R» 
niaiiN, who would kwp with their »word» thme 
pon'iessinns which thctr valour had won : ami 
should the Voltcian* be the fimt to takeupanni, 
the Komiint would be the last tn lay diem dowiti 
War Iwlng thus declared on both sides, Co- 
riohuius ana Tullus were appointed geiicraU of 
the Vi'Ucians, and accordingly invaded the Rfl- 
man tcrritmiett ravaging and laying v/uxtt all 
>uc)i lands as belonged to the plebeians, but nt 
foil iij< those of the i>enatnr« to remain untouched 
In the mean time, the levie> went on but slowly 
at Rome : the two connuls, who were re-elected 
by llie people, seemed but little sltillod in w»n 
Hnd even feared to encounter a gener.d whom 
ihi7 know to be their superior in the 6cld. The 
:il)i<'s -i1k> evinced tlteir tears, and slowly brought 
■JL ilieir tuccours t to that CorioUnUk contiau*d 



I flicir lowns one after the other, Circam, 
n colony, first Kubmicied to hli itrtnt ; 
EUcked tlie Liitins, whu viiinly iInpIort^tl 
t from Uomc. The towns of Tole- 
wlMvici, I'cN, Hiiii BoIh, were nil taken by 
■) their gixids plundered, and the tnha- 
^ made prisoners of war: such as yielded 

Ireatcd mildly ; such as resisted were pttt 
m tword. Fortune favoured him in every 
lotion ( xnd he was nnw so fninous for his 
tttin. that tlic Volsei left their towns defencP- 
tb I'ollow him into the Geld ; being assured, 
jrhis i;nndiict. of success. The very soldiers 
p coUviigue's army ciime over to him, and 
|d acVnowledgf no other general. Thus 
log himwjlf unopposed in the field, and at 
PWad "f M numerous army, he at length 
M his camp almost under die very walls of 
ia. 
he city which had Uitdy been so turbulent 

haughty, exhibited nothing but timidity 
despair. The people, who from the wlUIs 
Id the enemy ravaging their fields, beg- 
peace with tears and supplications. They 
n to entreat the senate to recal the edict 
h had banished Coriolanus, and aclcnow'- 
fd the injustice of tlieir former proceeil- 
The senate despised such meanness, ro- 
ng, if possible, not to betray the injustice 
e ttate to foreign enemies, nr to grant thoSc 
in to an actual traitor, which they had ile- 
bim when only accused of treasonable de- 
. Yet what could their resolutions avail, 
I they had not power to support them I Co- 
ons approached nearer every day, and at 
BTcsted the city, fully resolved to besicj,T; 
It was then that tlie tierce spirit of thep.i- 



ROME. 

ns \vas entirely subdued : both the senate a 
eople unanimously agreed to send deputies 
ivi th proposalsof restoration, in case he shod 
. otT his army. Coriolanus received themwi 
ghiiness, obliged them to pass through all 
armed men, and to submit to whatever ^ 
St mortifying to Romans. He inform 
tiUf with the utmost severity, that he was im 
neral of the Volscians, and had only their 
rest to consider : that, if they hoped for pea 
.L'y must restore all the towns which origins 
<elouged to that people, and make them free 
he city, as the Latins were : "And as for myi 
( said he), do you imagine tliat a mere recal will 
** a sufficient atonement for the insults I have 
'* ceivcd, while it still remains in the po\i*ei 
" such WTCtches as Sicinius and Decius to an 
" vile populace against me ? No ! Rome, lil 
cruel step-mother, has heaped injuries am 
' dignities upon a son who had no other 
bition but to sacrifice himself for licr g 
•* She will now Icam by the sequel, wlietht 
** gods esjxiuse her cause or mine — Dep: 
** allow you thirty d;iys, at the ex pi rati 
•* which period you shall see mc once more 
** these walls, to receive your determin 
The intermediate space he employed in 
several more towns from the Latins ; 
cording to his promise returned, and a; 
camped his army before the walls of R 
Another embassy was n(nv sent fi^i 
juring him not to exact from his nj 
auglit but what became Romans to gr: 
riolanus, however, naturally intlexlhlc a 
and irritated into revenge, siill peril- 
former demands, and granted them 
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'lonj^grnce, in which to finiih their delibe- 
"1. A message so peremptory filled tJie 
city u-iih consternation. Every one ran 
[»aniKt some posted themselves upon the 
I others watched the gates, lest they 
■ secretly delivered up by the partisans 
Coriolamis had within j others fortified 
honses, as tf the enemy were ah'eady 
of the walls. In this general confusion, 
ere was neither discipline nor cominand. The 
nsols, whose fears were their only advisers 
■d be«n elected for very different merits than 
lose of skill in war. The tribunes, lately so 
tret, were now struck dumb ; all shared the 
Biversal tenor ; and it seemed as if the boast- 
1 courage of Rome had migrated, with their 
tncT^i into the camp of the Volscians. In 
Ms exigence, all that was left was another de- 
[•otation, still more solemn than either of thu 
fcrmer, composed of the pontiffs, the priests. 
Bid the augurs. These, clothed in their habits 
rf ceremony, and with a erave and mournful 
drportment, issued from the city, and entered 
fte camp of the conqueror : tliey besought him 
by all that was sacred, by the respect he owed 
Ine gods, and tliat which he might have for 
ftiose who, being servants of the gods, were 
BOW at his feet, to give peace to his country. 
These appeals were made wholly in vain. Co. 
lioUnus testified that respect for the deputation 
trtiich the sanctity of tlieir characters demand- 
ed ; bnt sent them away without in the least re- 
bdiiff in bis demands. 

■ Vwa the people saw them return without 
■Hking the lean impression on his heart, they 
itgm to gira up the commonwealtli as lost. 
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Their temples were filled wiih old mvt 
women and children, who. prostrate at tlieii 
put up thnr anient prayorx for the preiei 
of their country. Nothing was to be hea 
anguish uiid InmentMion « nothing lo I 
but Kcnet of itlFrighc und di!itr(»». Ac I 
it WM suKK^tcd to them, thjit what ecu 
be clFecicdlj)' the inicicc*sion of the »cni 
the Abjuratbn of the pricstSi might be b; 
abotit 0/ the tears of hii wife, or the i 
tunities of his mother. This idea jieemec 
relished br nllf iind even the senate ga 
propowd deputation the sanction of their 
rity. Vctuna, the mother of Coriolan 
first itiHde some hesitation to undertake K 
It worlr, knowing the inftwible temper 
xoni imd fenribi of finding him deaf to h 
temal cntrc.itics : hfjwever, sJie «t la»t i 
took the cmliinsy, and set forward from th 
accompanii--d by many of the principal m 
(if Rome, witli Voluranla his wife, and h 
children. ' CorioUnus, wlio at a diitanc 
covered this moumfii) groujK of fcmali 
pliants, was retolved to give tlicm a denla 
called htiofiicerji round tiim, to be wiuiei 
hi^ reiuluiion: but. being informed Hu 
motlicr and his wife were among the nw 
be instantly came down from mi iribun 
meet and embrace tliem. At first the wd 
tears and embraces took away the pow 
words, and the rough soldier could not r 
from giving way to the feelings of natiin 
wise, and sharing in the general distress. 

" Tell me, Coriolanus {cried his mo 
" how am I to consider this meeting ? Do 
" brace my son, or my enemy ? Am I you 
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r captive ? How have I lived to 
_ — to see my son a banished rnan, 
a more distressing, to sec him the ene- 
Uft 001111117 .' How lias he been able to 



b jami against tlie place uhich gav 
ft! how iSreet his race aeainst Lnosc 
fttch protect his wife, his cTrildrcn, and 



lb ? But it is to me only, that my c 
IBS her oppressor; had i never been a 
r, Rome had still been free ; the nTctch- 
■ciotisness of this will afflict mc as long 

(liall last, and tliat cannot last long, 
bough 1 am prepared for death, yet, at 
let these wretched suiferers claim some 
(f your compassion t and thtnk what 
B their fate, when to banishment they 
tdd captivity." 
anus, during this speech, seemed much 

by conltnding passions : his mother, 
' him movcil, seconded her words by 

persuasive eloquence of tears ; his wife 
dren hung round him, entreating for 
•n and pity ( while the train of matrons 

their lamentations, and deplored their 

their country's distress, prostrate on the 

in all the agony of woe. Coriolanus, 
loment, was silent, feeling the strong 

between honour and inclination; at 
starting as from a dream, his breast 
ig with a thousand various emotions, he 
aise his mother, who had fallen at his 
I exclaimed, " O my mother, thou hast 

Rome, but lost thy son !" He accord- 
re orders to draw off the army, and thus 
le city from destruction. His words, 
, were prophetic j the lenity he had 
K 3 shewn 



shewn to His country was not to be forgivi 
Tullus, who had long envied his gloiy, was ] 
remiss in aggravating the tieachery of bis ti 
duct to his countrymen. Upon their reiuin, ( 
ririlunus was slain in an insurrection of the p^ 
pie, by some hired assassins, and afterwards 1 
nourably buried, with late and inelfectual n 
ance. The Roman ladies wore mouming- | 
him a year; and though he died in disgrace, 1 
country always ranked him among her hcro| 
He was equally brave and prudent, di sin teretl^^ 
and virtuous j but tru«ing to force radier tb 
persuasion, he neglected those arts chat concilii 
popular affection. No Roman general ever pi 
ceded or followed him, who was betterquatin 
to extend the limits of the republic, had his I 
been cast in more propitious times ; but the w" 
lence of his resentment against his native con 
try, though it nuy be palliated, cannot be e 

Great and many were the public rejoicings j 
Rime upon the retreat of the Volscian ant 
The senate decreed the women what lionot 
they should demand ; but they oidy asked I 
have a temple dedicated to FeJiale Fort™ 
built in tlie place where they had delivered thi 
country ; which was accordingly erected at ti 
public eipence. In the mean time, that coura^ 
vl'.icli had been for a time overpowered, bcgai 
jigain to shew itself jn the field. CorlolatnH 
bfing no more, they ventured to ftice ihif'^ 
Vol-cian enemies, who indeed contributed b 
own contentions, together with that * 
:dlies, to render any foreigti force unne^ J 
try to thwr overthrow. A signal vicwry \ 
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Among (ithcrs, Tullus their ge* 

,_,^us Viscellinus had die principal 
'■obtaining this victory. He win 3 
0y vain, anil filled with ostentation ; 
(Q an encreme, and as ready 10 over- 
a. services, as to depreciate those of 
te had been tliree times consul, anj 
Iccreed two triumphs by the senate : 
ttrs and advantaeies, aided by some 
, fiattered his pride to such a degree, 
fred to the regal power at Rome. In 
repare for this, being empowered by 
K> impose on the conquered nations 
tions of peace he should think propur, 
I to attach them to his interests by the 
pit concessions. Accordingly he re- 
urd part of what he had conquered ; 
an the ritle of citizens (if Rome ; and 

vanquished, in all respects, as he 
! done a victorious army. Still fur- 
iciliate friends in every part of the 
ive the Latins one moiety of the con- 
Is remaining, and reserved the other 
e poor citizens of Rome. And not 
n with this, he resolved to increase 
ty, by distributing among the poor 

which had long been in the posses- 
rich, and which he asserted to be the 
' the public. Accordingly, on the 
ling tliat of his triumph, on render- 
aunt, according to custom, of what 
i, he expatiated upon his extraordi- 
id wise management of the common- 
his having augmented the number cf 

and citizens of Rome, and on hi« 
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own peculiar endowments for p;uiding the 
he went on to observe, that, however cxt 
the conquests of Rome might be, it signifii 
little, if the rich only enjoyed the advanta 
them ; if, while the senate and patricians 
in affluence, the veteran soldier pined in 
and obscurity. He therefore was of oj 
that an exact estimate should be made of : 
lands taken from the enemy, which i^-ere t 
possession of the rich, and that they shoi 
equally divided amon? the lower citizens 
Thus from the vanity and ambition of C 
sprang the famous Agrarian law, which 
wards caused such disturbances, and prov 
source of perpetual discord between the pen 
the rich. Nf)thing could exceed the indip 
of the senate upon hearing this propositin 
they had before been almost stripped of 
pul)lic rights, they saw this attacked th 
their private possessions. All that fortune 
their ancestors or tlicmselves had acquir 
valour or industry, was now destined to be 
dered from them, in order to be distri 
among the indolent, the extravagant, an 
base. One deliberation succeeded upon ai 
to concert measures how to frustrate the i 
of this law, and to check tlic anil/ition • 
cnnsul. I'hc people were not less niutinr^ 

♦ From *hr history of cvrry reimbli'- it Jippor*, t 
fjtiiiM in.) aMihi'i )i.-, |nir.Mit any mr;in', h«'W' in n 
ni iir.]>i t, III t to N^iin pr.pblaiiry, and then to i irry rlj 
(■utKiiUr |ii.p(i'.r. I' Jppcjr .iKotliat n pop<i].ir h>in 
v irimcnt i^ ,ilw.i\ • rijtni<t in < wminntion., <in>i lirt -^ 
■l:tr:! 'h fi-Ti ffi h t'lnvuK opi j roinr<jurnfly, -'.ill 
t;,'j'' I •• tl.*" pr f of j^u'lc and honrvt mindi, .is it i; 
iji ihc \iu!u'tit .i) i un;tin(;i,'le(i tu flouii<ih in. 
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t ; the tribinKs, and ibocc ^ihoK Sam- 
, tt abmrr the lowcsi nak, wok wk^H- 
k be Tcduced to a Urd wxb dw ^"^^''" 
t of their paw«T ; dke clients of the ridt 
bttaflicd lo the inremc of dior potixvu : 
Botvrilhstanding thii, the mqocitT « oe 
tnde, with Cissiiu at tfartr beat^ ttituMwJf 
nited for the Agrariaii law, aad tkreKcoed 
Action to the empire, in caje of a n^oul. 
I several of tbe Hecnici aad Vokci were 
n this occasion to iiwrane the mmub, 
fa protect the ambitioiu deia^gogae io cue 
■Sure. At luM tbe Hnate perceiTed the oe- 
■t of complying, and theiefore ssfc the 
fttacc a promise, that the buds iho^ be di- 
|d among them, according to their desite ; 
Mecreed, that the alhee and associates, -vbo 
\xKt part in acquiring those lajidsiiboald have 
ftare in the division. This promise at pre- 
: appeased the people, and gave the senate an 
Ortuaity of concerting measures for punish- 
'the original pnipo^r. Accordingly, some 
s after, the quesiors, by their order, ap- 
tted a day for Cassius to answer to the charge 
k designing to subvert the state, and to raise 
self to sovereign power, before the assembly 
he people. A blow so unexpected alarmed 
Actions Reader with the most just apprehe\i- 
1, particularly as he had the tnbtuie$, as 
as the patricians, in opposition to his view^. 
appeared, however, before the assembly, 
t^ in a manner becoming his situation, and 
Tinted to interest the people in his favour. 
alleged, that he was persecuted in this man- 
>y tne patricians, for his zeal in the people's 
e ; that he was tlieir only surviving friend, 
Hiid 
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and that t^ei^ interests were identified with t 
own ; but his scheme appeared so desperate 
he toiind himself deserted by all. The s 
had ihe jiistest reason to piir5«e him ( the VI 
bunes envied him his share of popularity, a 
neglected to espouse his cause ; and the md 
tude, pleased wiih the patricians for their W 
compliance, abandoned him up to their f 
Being therefore found guilty of a numbe 
crimes, all tending towards overturning the el 
stitutton, notwithstanding his many resu serwli 
ard the intercession of hts friends and clients, 1 
was thrown headlong from the Tarpeian t 
by tlwse very people whose power and privi' 
he had endeavoured to extend. It was toi: 
that they perceived their error, and began B 
regret their champion with a degree of sonn 
that only aill more argued their ingratitude, j 
Soon after the death of Cassius, the peOf 
became again urgent for the execution of i 
Agrarian law*; but the senate, by a comn 
pcilicical manceuvre, caused the consuls to f 
pare for an expedition against the £qui. 
people at first refijsed to enlist, till the com 
hitting upon a new expedient, ordered all fl 
country-houses of the recusants to be le* 
with the grotmd. This had the desired e 
numbers came to offer themselves, that I 
might save their possessions from destructitrti 
and were led against the enemy, witli the usiul 
good fortune of Rome. Thus while the ecn- 
test continued in the city, the Roman arms trnii 
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for thiit snirit of 
uiimatcJ bmli parties, only con- 
their cdiir.ige, whiiU-vtT way 
whatever was the ohject. 
GoiUinucd for nearly five 
c Kiutei and a> obstinate 
glamour oil thuC of the people : the 
{ their private intereitii us well at 
I public, to HGluM« their conduct i the 
w » promiw given, and a conKioac 
fu own mnerloT powCTt to iiicreaw 
Uej- In liie midm of these troublot, 
u received a tignal defeat) under the 
I Vtrginiut, one of their coniuli, from 
Htn army i and) tlurugh Fabiiit cAtne 
Runely to hii relief) ycti upon his r*- 
■nomy made incuriiionB up to the veiy 
^me. This served to inflame the di»- 
nd tlie animosities of the citizens; the 
all with-holding their promise, and the 
iiune to enlist. In such an extremity, 
' of Uie Fabii*, with their vassaU and 
I the number of four thousand ment 
defend tlie frontiers of the Roman ter- 
They built a fort nigh the borders of 
ly, and making frequent incursionS) 
nriched themselves by spoil. It com- 
with the brevity of this work, to relate 
Inut« transactions, and indecisive con- 
lich attended the petty wan between 
il the surrounding states. It will tuf- 
ay, that they ended witi) general 



ni to the defence of their cimattj 
o bt (onpiTed willi I he LiridxitionMn (hilini ihii 
[(iliofThtimopyli*. 

gocul 
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fortune (o the Romnn ppople. and d 
, whli an extentinn iif territory. The B 
.■ver, were not finally tucceiitru], beiu^ 
(iff to a man by an ambuM-Hile, which^ 
for them hy the people of Veil. OT 
lie family, one only Hirvircd, w-how p 
/ became afterwards equ;Uly serviceable u 
te, and were coualiyillUBirious. 1 

While the tertitories of Rome were enla 
;' successive witr*. her citi/eni ^IxibecnmeB 
iimerous. In the onnmerjtion Uifeen ail 
icriod, they were fotmd to amount to one I 
jred and elevi-n ihouiand men, fit to be^ir ai 
(viih treble that r>umber of women, chiidrcn,| 
slaves. This inereasc of poopki without cj 
niiTce, only tended to sdvnnce the Jisturku 
of ihe city. Every )'e;ir produced sonic new 
mult bctveen the eoutendinjr orders t'f ihc a 
The people, now become the electors of the 
gittrates, had neither skill nor integrity w 
upon competent persons ; and scarcely did 
consul )ay down his office, but the muh 
were foremost to accuse his reraisineM or 
pacity. It Was in this manner that they m 
Meneniusi ihefr consul, for suffering tiie 
of the Fabii to be cut offs he was indeed 
skilful ffenentl, but at the same time inne 
the charge brought against him. But this 
avail i he was nned about five uounds 
money, a sum, which, though triflinj; hi 
estimation, he was unable to pay, nor ^ 
accept the assistimce of his friends : he, ' 
in detestiition of the injustice and ingr 
his fellow-citizcni, shut himself up ii 
bouse, and starved himself to death. 
. The year following, tlie two precedi 
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FabiuB, were in like matint-r ciied 
, _. es to amxuir before the peopli-. The 
law was tlie object invariably pursued, 
vcre accuied of having made unJusUli- 
'1 in puitlnB it off. The anniu pm-- 
one side, and obsiiiutcy on thu 
set the city in a ferment, ;iiid 
(iMtructJon to one of the panics, wlit-n 
tfae tribune, who had revived the hiw, 
1 dead in hit bed. tliou^h witliout any 
0f violence. A circutnttiuico liki; this, 
should have awaltciu'd iho tuipicii>i» n{ 
pccplot only served lo darm thvir suiicntl* 
tioni I they began to imagine that llie gads wi-vo 
tgMtia their cause. mikT shewed nymptoms of 
^turning to their former obodionca. The con- 
Slit, in order to avail thcmKlvci of this fortu- 
Ji*te inipreiHion, begun to make fresli levies e for 
it was now become l}ie settled jioUcy of llie 
mlrr'!, to draw off the pi-ccani humours of tlie 
people by leading a pan of diem to wur. When- 
ibic, mounting their tribunals, and bei[ig au 
tended by their lictors. thvv continued to vnm] 
tbc citizens with succetst till coming tti out- Vn- 
kr^t a centurion, who refused to U-inlistid u'. .1 
private (ieiitincl, they ordered him to be »ii'i|>|ii .1 
and scourged. This impolitic severity iioi mily 
ivlcindled the people's rt'»entmcnt, bui iiluT- 
Wards produced a new cause of conteiilioii, n.n. 
eeming the power of the connuls and itiL- pnvi- 
iign of the people. The i>risoner w;is iLsnitil 
bf the multitude I the niani*cn>tes drivi^n oil'; 
Uul. to complete their moniiication, mtim ^il'ui , 
Volero was made one of tlu triliuni;^ <>l ilii- 
pecr^. 
The election of this demagogue wai very iiii- 
AOIIE — I. I- iiiical 



mical to thp views of the patrician part} 
was not only resolyedupon carrj-ing the Agi 
law, but also upon enacting another, in i 
the people should give their votes by tribei 
not by curirc, or centuries. This was an 
mortal blew to the patrician power; 
K-heii the people voted by centuries, the 
cians were entire masters of the contest, and 
by curisE, in which only the inhabitants o 
city voted, they also, from their numb 
clients, had the majority of voices. But wh 
this law all freemen of Rome, from wha 
part of its territories they came, were to b 
mitted to give a single vote, equal to that< 
first senator, all infliienee was entirely lost 
tlie patricians had notliing to do bur to re 
passive. It was, therefore, at first sirongl 
posed by the senate, and as warmly nrge 
the people. In this contest, Appiirs Clai 
the consul, son to tlie former Appiu5, wh 
heriting the inflexible firmness of his fath 
I'.ell as his hatred to the people, took a lei 
purt. In one of their public assemblies hi 
posed their desiijo' so warmly, and so iust! 
posed the tnrbinent tempers of the tribunes, 
they ordered him to depart tlic assembly ; 
upon his refosal, they comm;mded the 
should be sent to prison. 

This violent stretch of power astonishe 
the senators who were present ; they offen 
Like arms in his defence, and as the peoph 
in the former case beaten off the liclors, so 
were in this driven off by the patrkiana. 
seemed the signal for a new tumult ; st 
ti'rehes, and every weapon that fury coulc 
iiish, in a place where the citi^eos never ca 



■ .jftmnlayed »^:(iiist clicU ntlier. Uui 
** wwr consul, u man ola tnilij and 
i^wsilion, iJuytwiii^ himwlf into llii; 
. ;uniIiiitiint>(ent]'i.'iitingiini,lli«uKchiiig 
oien^icm}; iitlieri, pivviiilcJ no farut 
their inuiuAl animosiiy for that night. 
>ulu> however, were niiwi^'cd tli" day 
vith mure chun former fuiy i A|)- 
all liis native fierciruoss, chaining at 
ijlofhiiclienu.andoihcryDiuigpHiricuns: 

riu*, Uic triltuuei witli a multitude uf 
jMirt al' the |)G»[]lc. tiikini; pos^isiun 
^ca|>itol, tbrufied ihcraiclws tncie, wwrn- 
dttcrmiiicd to hold it out iij(:iin>t tlieir up- 
I. Their cuiiduct now iJiruateued moru 
jHig coiucquences than in tlic former dcfcc- 
i the army on mount Avcntine s f()r m in 
\At inkurgentx were at a distance fioin 
■, in tills, ihL-y weif in tlif vfry heart of 
ll^. ' il li hi; : ,■ !■ I J. ■Ii.iIi.hI a lotil 
r . Ill llie conci- 

1 . ■ iT.H-d tlie vio- 

of the pgpular party, and (ibtaincd a hear- 
•eforc tiie senate, resj>ectiiig the law in 
on. Tliis venerable bodv, after many de- 
whith form, rather than uncertainty, 
: have dictated, resolved, dut the tribunes 
le p«)j>lc were to be gratiiied, and that the 
vas to be enacted without delay. It wa* 
1 by the general consent of all the order^i, 
be officers of the people were elected from 
eforward by the tribes. Thvis the pe<i]>le 
egrees left the patricians notliine; but the 
iw of power, and of this even the mulli- 
fceling tlieir own importance, were re- 
1 to dej>:ive thcni. 
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r tbrir eownidiee, he gave posterity a 
lample of the severity of RDni:kn disci- 
I the greatnesii cif military obedieiice, 
OrdereJ all the centurions who had I1cd 
itisd their nuiks, to be scourged am! be- 
' i lie then upbraided his siildii-'rs with 
^ tlirown down thoir arms j and dr.iwinjr 
ewry tenth man, hy lot, Iiad him exeeutoS 
n [be prcwtice of his trembling companions. 
fioldieni, with so much ardour for liberty in 
jimei of peace, and such profound submission 
to their ^encr^s in times of war, were unques- 
(ioiubly fitted to make (he conquest of the 
world. 

Appiuo, however, did not long survive lliis 
iRgicitl Ketie ; for some time ai'ter, the tribunes, 
pudiins on the Agrarian law with vigour, 
while be persisted in his oppoiition, appointed 
him a day to answer to an accusation ot being 
llie declared enemy of public liberty- Appius 
ri>eyed I but appeared before the people, not iu 
(he usual manner, in a supplicating dress or pos- 
ture) but spoke for himself with a contidt'ncc 
that a previous settled resolution to tritmiph oi- 
K» die had inspired. The tribunes, finding ih;it 
his innocence was too apparent to be impeached, 
and yet unwilling to acquit Itini, put olt Iiis tii^il 
to another day. He saw through their design c>i' 
only waiting to make his condemnation sine, and 
rrevented their malice by a voluntary death. 
ITie tribunes wished to deprive him of the ob- 
■equies due to a person of his rank i but the 
cotuuls allowed the son to pronounce the fune- 
nl oration of the father j while the uncenain 
multitude listened with pleaiure to his cnlogy. 
The death of Appius, and some wars, or ra- 
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ther incursions made by the Romans in 
territories of the Volsci, suspended, for a 
the people's earnestness for the Aerarian 
but these being composed, the tribunes 
new commotions, and had the boldness 
sert, that the people ought not only to 1: 
share in the lands, but also in the goyemnr 
the commonwealth, and that a code of v 
laws should be compiled, to mark out the b 
of their duty*. The opposition to this w 
less violent on the side of the patricians 
drove the clamorous multitude from the f 
headed by Cseso, the son of that Quintiu* 
cinnatus, who is now about to pertorm su 
illustrious character in the drama of the 
The tribunes resolved to make an exam] 
this young patrician, to deter the futun 
rages of others ; and, therefore, appointc< 
a day to answer before the people. Beir 
son of a man entirely respected by both p: 
he was treated with so much lenity, as 
admitted to bail; but flying to Etruris 
father, Quintius Cincinnatus, was oblig< 
sell almost his whole estate to re-imburs 
sureties, and then retreating to a small farr 
a little cottage beyond the Tiber, lived a 
tented life, tilling a few acres with his 
hands, and reaping the produce of his indi 
The tribunes, however, were not satisfied 
the expulsion of Cxso ; they still continu* 

* Hitherto the administration of justice had belonged 
consv.is alone, who regulated their decisions on the pii. 
o^ natural equity, ancient usage, and the laws of Romul 
his success(<rsi of which some remains still exiittcd 
sacreii hookii, cn:ru>tcd to the care of the pontiflTj, bu 
carefully concealed from vulgar eyes. 

clai 



for ihe AgTTirian lnw, and even raised a 
i^wn, that the iexatan had formed aploi a^ost 
ditir lives. ThU contrivance was ptincipallf 
■mded to (ntimidate the senate into a cooipU- 
asee ; but it had only the more obvious effect of 
ipcmsing the tumults of the people, and aggta^- 
nimg their animosity. 

In tliis state of commotion and unirersal dis- 
order, Rome w»s upon the point of tailing under 
die power of a foreign enemy. Herdonius, 3 
Sabine, a man of great intrepidity and ambiiion. 
formed the design of seizing and plundering th« 
city, while it 'was torn by mtestine distracaoos. 
For this purpose, having cclSecied an army of 
iboat four thousand mei^ composed of hb clients 
jnd fugitive slaves, he sent them down the river 
Tiber on floats by night ; so that the people were 
utonished the next morning to behold a foreign 
raemy in possession of the capitol, the citadel of 
Rome. Hetdonius, on his part, did every 
thing in his power to persuade the lower citizens 
md slaves to join his party ; to the one he pro- 
nited freedom, to the other an ample participa' 
tioD of benefits and spoil. The tribunes, in this 
oigencct were far from encouraging the people 
10 arm in defence of their country ; they, on ihe 
coniraryi used all their eloquence to disjuacle 
ihem from figliting, until die patricians should 
engage byoaui to create ten men, with a power 
of making laws, and to suffer the people to have 
[ an equal share in all the benefits Oiat should 
I acerae. These conditions, though very severe, 
dw necessity of the times obliged the consuls to 
promise ; and Valerius, who was one cf them, 
putting himself at the head of a few volunteers, 
marched towards the capitol, crying out, as he 
passed, 
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himsdt', the gIuvus died by the h:inds ot tt 
liiniLT, anj the rest were iniide pristmer 
But, tliODgli the city was thus delivv 
;» foreign invasion, it was by no means i 
from its intestine divisions. The tribui 
ed the surviving consul for the pcrfori 
his promise ; but it seems tlie Agrariim 
11 cmnt which the senate could not thinl 
cwing to the people. The consul i 
mitde many delays xnd excuses, till a 
bein}; driven to give a positive answer, 
them, that iis the promtiie was made by 
consuls, he could do nothing alone. 
«embly was therefore uppointeii for chc 
other consul ; and the senate, in orde 
thepeople without hopes of obciiningtl) 
liiihJ upon Quintius Cincinnatus \vho 
KO lately been obnoiious tn them. C 
- 'vis been already related, had for 



Ac confidence of faction, to pay a strict 
a to the best interests of his country. 
by threatSf and well-timed submission, 
fTtiiled upon the tribunes to put off 
nr for a. time, and carried himself so 
be a terror to the multitude, whenever 
eftised to inlist, and their greatest en- 
er whenever their submission deserved it. 
licy consisted in holding ^e citizens, who 
igatncd the capitol, as still engaged to 

him by their oath, and threatenm? to 
tern into a winter encampment, to which 
rere totally unaccustomed, in case they 
yed 1 br which he so far intimated the tri- 

that cney gave up their law, upon con- 
of liis foregoing the threatened encampA 

upon the whole, he discharged his office 
uch skill, moderation, humanity, and ius- 
that tile people seemed to forget uiey 
i new laws, and the senate seemra to wish 



into the territories of Rome. Mintitid 
the consuls who succeedrJ CinciniUttfl| 
nt to oppose them ; but, being t 
and more nfr^d of (kfeati tluui detiR 
:tor}', hi; uimy was forced into » defik A 
1 t\ia mountains, fi'om which* C 
jgli the enemy, there was no cgteiii. 
ever, the ^qui hiiil the precaution tefi 
I by which the Roni:m army wa« so hemn 
m every side, Uiut nothing rcmnined but n 
sslon to the foe, famine, or immudiaie den). 
<me horsemen, who found means of geah 
v:iy privycely througlt the enemy'K campi w 
le iirst that brought, the account of inc c 
ster to Rome. Nothing coutd exceed the ct. 
.teniation of all ntolcs of people, when inforn 
ed of this dilemma ; tlie senate, at (am, thouri. 
of the other consul { but not having lufficieq, 
experience of his abilities, thoy unanimouib 
turned tlieir eyes upon Ciucinuatus, and rcsoivo 
to make him Dictator. Cinciunatus, tlie ani 
person on whom Rome could now place h 
whole dependence, u-as found, as before, ' 
the messengers of tlie senate, Ubouring in 
little field with cheerful industry. When he % 
at some distance the deputies sent to anaou 
liis election preceded by twenty-four lid 
he put on his upper garment, and ftdvuncin 
meet them, said, "What news do you I 
" from Rome !" " Rome our country and ■ 
*' is in danger — she requites a dictator, an 
" made choice of you." Cincinnatus he; 
sigh at the recital, and casting a look of: 
on his oxen and the companions of his to 
parted for tlie city, near which he was 
the principal of the senate in their robes. 



hiUgRtty w unlookcd. so unwished for, how- 

~-t lud 11" cfioct upon the liniplicity or the 

rky of his mnrnier^ : and thtmgh now poj- 

1 « aliM)Iiile powtr, »nd calleil upon to 

BMe Ills master of the horee, he chose a 

r man. named Tarqoitius, one who, hke 

mveii, drxpiscd richea when they led to diV 

nmur. Tiirquitius was bom of a pntrician fa- 

ndly, fcut, Uioiigh of consiinimaie bravery, never 

brin^ able to mise money to purchnse a horse, 

h; had hitherto fought only as a fixit aoldicr, 

filing to serve his counUT, though m the 

liimbkn siniation. Thus the saving a great 

nuiun Will devolved upon »n husbandman, taken 

I from the plough, and an obscure sentinel, lotind 

unong the drees of the army. Upon entering 

lie city, the dietalor instantly made himself ac- 

<|iBtnted with the position of aipAirs, and as- 

■umiug a serene look, entreated all those who 

I >Tro able to bear arms, to repair, before sun- 

I M, to the Campus Martius, the place where the 

I lc*icswcre made, widi necessary arms, and pro- 

I 'i«ons for five days. He then put himself at 

I liirir head, and, marching all night with great 

I ttpedition, arrived before day witliiii sight of 

I the enemy. Upon his approach he orJcrfd the 

«>!dicrs TO raise a loud shout, to apprise the 

runsuT* army of the relief that was at h^iiid. 

'ITie £<]ui were not a little ama/ed, when tlity 

HW themselves between two enemies, but still 

niotc when they perceived Cincinnat\is making 

!*« strongest entrenchments beyond them, to 

Cnvent tikir escape, and enclosing them, as they 
id inclosed the consul. To prevent this, a 
futiouicombal eniued ; hut the ^Equi, being at- 
liclted cm both sides, and uiiable to resist or flf, 
bL.ggta 
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gged a cessation of arms : they offeree 
c tutor his own terms : he gave them 
res ; but oblieed them, in token of senri 
) puss under Uie yoke ; which was tn'O s] 
et upright, and another across^ in the foi 
I gallows, beneath which the vanquished 
CO march. Their captains and generals he i 
prisoners of war, being reserved to adon 
triumph. Then addressing the army he 
just delivered, *' Soldiers of Minutius," sax 
" you who were so nearly becoming a pr 
<* your enemies, shall not sliare their spoils: 
*< you, consul, must learn the art of war as a 
'* tenant before you command as a eene 
Not a murmur was heard at this decision 
the contrar}', the whole army in conjunctior 
sented Cincinnatus with a crown of gol< 
hiiving saved the lives and honour of his fe 
citizens. Thus, having rescued a Roman 
from inevitable destruction, having defe; 
powerful enemy, having taken and rortifie» 
city, and, still more, having refused any ' 
the spoil, he hastened to resign his dictat 
after having enjoyed it but fourteen days 
senate would have enriched him, but he c 
their proffers, choosing to retire once * 
his farm and his cottage, content wid 
ranee and the consciousness of native w 
Next year the -/Equi, resolving to retr 
lost reputation, again marched into 
and re-took their city. On tlie otl 
wlion levies were to be made in Rome 
tlieir progress, tlie tribunes refused 
people be enrolled. The necessity of 
however, was such, that an army 
raised ; and the senators, finding the 
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tat tbej bad, 3 

Dper to graa tfadr reqofS- 

iCeuSmi fccnted dx 2 *bafe to faii^ 

i bat in les thu a Tczr, u:^ nnr tri- 

fint time, mutiii? ail '■fg^^rrfr, nadc 

mtbMityi to order xn iiim iiiilJii l ti 

Tbtj nqpui*d alio, iiat Bcnsx 

wfakh«:ua nuleaiki xhajf m tx^ 

lie to baiU on. Wiib this ifao^li 
V the moa rioieu amuu, tfac m- 
I, in hopes that it in:^ b« 2 meaM 
n^ the tedhioiLS irbjch thej dread- 
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ed from delaying to confirm 1 
Nevertheless, in this they wc 
for soon after, the tribunes ren< 
complaints and insolence ; and 
earned on Avith so little decenc 
not arguments, generally tern 
liberation. To such a pitch 
indeed were they arrived, that i 
appointed a day even for the 
before the people. They thou 
ever, upon cool consideration. 
Solent prosecution ; but at th 
solved not to discontinue theii 
deavours for the Agrarian law 
ingly was fixed, on which this i 
was to be discussed ; and nun: 
were present, either to give tin 
opinions. The tribunes spoke 
justice of such a law ; several 
lated what services they had 
trifling rewards they had obtair 
were prepossessed in favour of 
more,whenSicciusDentatus,a p 
in years, but of an admirable 
tary deportment, came forward 
hardships and his merits. This 
no scruple of extolling the 
ments of his youth, but indee 
nobled ostentation. He had ; 
try in the wars forty years ; he 
ficer thirty ; first a centurion, 
he liad fought one hundred ar 
in which, by the force of his sii 
saved a multitude of lives : he 
teen civic, three nuiral, and eigl 
''esides eighty-three cbuins, sixt 
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^^ni Xul Iwenty-thriK! Iiorte-tnip- 

^^Bntiw «rtn inr killing die encni^ 

^Hwnti tnriruuvtr, he had rccriveil 

ifiiottnd*, ill! ill fruiiti p4ilicularly 

I Al thv day the cnpitol wui I'ccovirred 

hi metiiy. 'I'Ihtw wen.* bin prctriuioni t 

hid nov<T ruci'ived amy thiira of thow 

Hiicbwerc taken from tht uicmy, bui cim- 

to dmft nn n life of ]>overty uiiJ coiuvnipt, 

aiktn were p(i.iieiiH.wl rf rlinw vpry tcni- 

which liii valour Irn! "'.n, vI'Ih.mi iiny 

tadewrvelhcm, :ii<.f " >'' ' ■-■:■;; cim- 

fd to the cnnquoi ' -l-ivo, 

tof 10 much hill■.l^il.^■, ii,,.i,;; ri^nily 

Km bolh in unvitill uud moui-iii imn-x, 1t;iJ 
Off e^t upon tlie muhiluik-; they utu- 
muy demanded, that the Inw mi^iit lie 
.d, ^i;id thiit siirti merit ilicmld not eo ua- 

J.I.J. ll w.n ill Vi,lii Ll,.,l v.aiL- ..f Ultr sc 

n roie up to ipenk ag;iin!it it i their voices 
drowned bythecriei of the pupuUce. Whuii 
•n, thf refore, could no longer be heard, piis- 

u uiuali lucceeded) and the younv |i<i- 
Uif. running furiounly into the throng, broke 
lalloting uni(i and diipersed the multitudi.- 
ofiered to oppoce tliem. For this they wvic 
! time after mulcted by die tribunes i but 

moltition, nevertheleist fur the precent jmt 
he Agrarian law, whme v^uibliiJiment huil 
d^ bwn «> often agit:ited. 
generally happenn that internal comminiom 
onpoied by foreign invasions ) and the a|>- 
diof the.£qui, within sixteen mibk uf tlif 

io lome measure reitored peace tu tlie re 
C< In thii war Siccius Uentatust the vc 
, wbo bad harangued the jienple, g;iinc< 
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greater honours than the consul w 
Uie victory ; for being ordered up 
hope, to attack the enemy in a quar 
knew they were inaccessible, he, at 
strated against the danger and de 
the attempt ; but being reproached 
sul with cowardice, he led on his hi 
hundred veterans to the place, reso! 
by his death, a pattern of obedienc 
in his life an example of resolutio 
was more propitious than he had da: 
for perceiving a passage into the en< 
which had not been indicated by th 
led his veterans forward, and whil 
army amused the enemies on one 
tacked their camp on the other, so 
mans obtained a complete victory, 
however, being conscious that he w 
this dangerous service, only to f 
death or infamy, had interest enou| 
return, to prevent the consul's havin 
as also to get himself created a tri 
same hero fikewise procured a law ' 
for punishing such magistrates as si 
ture violate their authority^ and for 
consuls fined for their behaviour 
particular. Thus fortune conspin 
persevering zeal of the tribunes, to • 
patrician interest every year. All t 
wore now fading fast away ; their 
sions, those fruits of hereditary p 
mained feebly in suspense, and the] 
bree/.e threatened to shake them to 
;ind leave them to be divided accord: 
not to birth. 
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tkCrtafhaori/icDi-cem 
» ^ Ihat OJict 



t the Wg period of siity yean, j^^ 
C coniiiMinwcitlth of Rome had been ^ , ' 
Dally agitated \>j the virulence <^ ,, ^ 
I and vvt conflict of opposite par- ^^' 
At length eacii side, us if weary, 
i inclined to respire a while from the mu- 
jpanions of their claims or raiht-r Ui givi- 
K new direcdrm. The Agrarian law bv 
io a matiner f<n'eotten, and all the aDimo- 
hich it had pniduced appeared Iti subsiile. 

estres, in eiact proportion to the numbtT 
;ir possessions. Theie must always be 



of contemplating one subject, it hastens 
irdour to cmlirace another. Tlie citi/ens 
Ty rank now began to compbiin of the ar- 
I decisions of their magistrates, and wisbcd 
ntideJ by a written body of laws wbicli 
Known, might prevent wrongs, as well as 
I them. This idea, which was first started 
Tentiiu*, was equally acceptable both tu 

•cc uUed the TcrcMUn liw, and whiib Fuf ( tirw 
U much public iHtn'Jon ii ihe Atririin had ever 
"W Imh of iolon linmcd th: bitu of (he t)«em now 
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the senate and the people, as hoping th 
system of jurisprudence would put an e 
commotions that had so long harassed 
Itwas thereupon agreed, that ambassadc 
be sent to tlie Greek cities in Italy, and t> 
to bring home such laws from thence, 
perience had been found most equitable 
lul. For this purpose, three senators, 
mius, Sulpicius, and JVIanlius, were fis 
and galleys assigned to convoy them, 
suitable to the majesty of the Romx 
While they were upon this commissio] 
a dreadful plague depopulated the city 
and supplied tne interval of their abs( 
other anxieties than that of wishes 
vations. In about a year the plague ce 
the ambassadors returned, bringing 
body of laws, collected from the most 
states of Greece and Italy, which bei 
wards formed into ten tables, and t 
being added, constituted that celebra? 
called the laws of the twelve tables, m 
ments of which remain to this day, an 
cognised in diflPerent nations of Europe 
^ut on this important topic it is ne< 
enlarge. The ambassadors were no s 
turned, than the tribunes required, tli; 
of men should be chosen to digest the 
laws into proper form, and to give ^ 
their execution. After long debates 
this choice should not be partly made 
people as well as the patricians, it w 
ai^reed that ten of ilie principal scnato 
he elected, wliose power continuing U 
should he equal to that of kings and 
;iud that without dny aj^peal : that 

ni 



d Ujr clown tlieir ofEcei. until 
I direct proper «uliHiimi<« i uid 
' lef^itlntrirs thoiiUI, in the mean 
tebs ttUMr HUihoHlr with ult the en* 
t former bul now ilitcontinuvtl pnwer> 
^tU choicn were Appbs and Umutini, 
jbleen elected coniiJit fiir thp cntntng 
, Siilpiciua, unci Munlim. tM 
sadon i Soxius nnd Kumuliit, former 
I tvith Jiiliu*, ViituriiM, and Horutiutt 
H( the firbt disiinctiun. I'liiu ttie whok 
jipn of iho state at once Mfirnicil n new 
kl ■ dreadful operiment wtu going to 

tflf jfov<?ruing one nation by hwt btken 
manncis and custo-nifi of another, to- 
IcKnt in iu geniua and pciliiy. 
Deceniviri, being now invnted with ab> 
tower, aRreed to take tlie rein» of Ro- 
nt by tuiii'i, iiml tb;it r:ieh ibn'ild Ji>- 

tennined likewise that he alone who wan 
Ctual exercise of power alone ihould be 
d with the ensigns of it i and that each 
rest ihould be only preceded by a petty 
called Accensus, to distingnish him from 
jar. 

novelty of this form of government, at 
mcd extremely plc^ising to the pctiple 
I the moik-ration of the decemviri (hem- 
inworthy of praise. Appius, in par 
bore away the greatest ihare of popu- 
his afFable air, his republican professions, 
I engaging assiduity, made the pcopli 
iTget the violence of his ancestors, or 
•y once trembled iit the name. These 
rateS) for the first year, laboured with ex- 
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treme application : they had not on 
fTom a great variety of Greek Is 
were obuged also to get them ir 
one Hermodorus, an Ephesian, a: 
selves were ignorant of the origin; 
a strong instance how little at this 
roans were advanced in polite I 
length, however, by die help of the 
they formed a body of laws from tl 
from Greece, interwoven with the 
their own kings; the whole com; 
tables. These being submitted i 
were generally 'approved, engraver 
brass, and hung up to public view 
conspicuous part ex the forum. 

It was the prevailing opinion t 
was now finished, and, m conscquei 
pected, that the decemviri would 
to give up their offices j but havii 
sweets ofpower, they were unwilli 
and, that they might have a plausib 
what they wished to do, they pretcm 
laws were yet wanting to complete 
and entreated the senate for a c< 
their appointment ; to which that b 
The choice of persons was next I 
public consideration. Appius, bi 
secret thirst for power, yet knowin 
of its exj)()sal, feigned himself qu 
wiili tlie fiitigues of tlie ofiice, and 
for iin able successor, Ncverthelc 
means, lie contrived to put all those 
in jiractice, which he knew wou 
stanJin^'; candidate, secure his clecti 
ingly, \\hen the day came, Iiis coll 
surprised to sec him tlie Jirst upon tli 
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pfor tiw office i and still more, wlwn 
Id tAm elected by a ereat majority of 
J pople, w!u) mistnoK his ambition fVir 
tf, HiBtrieadsalsowereciectedthrougli 
F^ibius, Cornelius, Servilius, Mi- 
Kftntoaitis, and Rabulius, who were pa- 
tf together with the plclieians Pcttllius, 
I, ana Duellius, fmmeA the second dc- 
■ts. These last three were chosen from 
the people by the interest of Appius, 
Ik hnRTaxiaU: himself with the niuUilude, 
ti, Slit it was very projier the people 
^ve a share in forming those laws, by 
ditty were to be hereafier governed, 
nus, beine thus reinstated in this high 
nimed all his thouglits towards rendering 
lidabie and perpetual ; he therefore con- 
bis colleagues, and Icnowing them to be 
cre;itures, lie- opened to t!iem his design 
lining tlie power of which they lirfi.1 btt-n 
to possession. As they had been previ- 
inftnicted, they readily carae into his 
lalf and bound themselves by the most 
1 vows, never to dissent from each other ; 
to give up their authority ; and not to resort 
opinions, either of the senate or the peo- 
itt in casec of absolute necessity. At this 
I, therefore, the decemvirate put on a very 
ait appearance from that of the former 
tnitead only of one of them being attended 
I rods and axes, each made his appearance 
iuse ensigns of terror and authority. In- 
(tf magistrates, mild, just, and afiable, the 
e beheld them convened into monsters of 
I, Kcoiui outness, and cruelty. They made 
mu of justice as engine to put many of 
ilia 
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ihe citizens to death, and deprive others c 
estates and country. Accusers and infi 
were suborned from among their depei 
ready to give evidence as they were commi 
while those who expected redress in any 
justice, had no prospect of success, but K 
into a criminal confcderacf with the j 
'ITius an universal corruption began to i 
itself over the pcfiple ; while the good zi 
wise either became voluntary eiiles fniin : 
or secretly bewailed the misfuraines ol 
country. 

But as such violence could not long co 
without some of the usual arts of dec< 
which even tyranny must sometimes st< 
use, the decemviri, in order ro convince th 
jile that they were not unmindful of lh«i 
gated trust, added two tables more of L 
tiiose already promulgated, which alto; 
formed, as we have before saidt that be 
laws, known by the name of die twblh 
vt-FJ). In these last was introduced a la« 
hibiiing all marriages between the patrictai 
plebeians ; by which the framerg hoped to 
the breach between the two orders, anc 
avail themselves of their mutual anin 
Their designs, however, were easily 
through [ but the people bore them wii 
tience, for the time of the ejpiration of 
office was now at hand, when it was eij 
tliey would ([uietly lay down their Hsurp« 
llioriij-. But they soon threw off the mask 
regardless either of the approbation trf' the i 
or the people, continued themselves, contr 
all precedent, and against all order, BiMthe 
'a\ the decemvirate. A conduct so tyraaaii 
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' ^contemti and these wnvai aan 
B (mfa acts of lyninHy lo lilencc ihcm. 
I^WM become ulmnsi a ilexert, with ir- 
i-tM who had any thing to Iak, and 
"Tlirtw* rapBi'ity wii» then only abued, 
f wanted freU) oliject* fox \a exercur. 
tn of slavery, proscription, and muuiul 
li; not n linftle citizen wax fnund who ha<i 
[e tn rtrikc (or Im country's fnedntn. 
rranu continued 10 rak without ctiiurol, 
connantly (guarded, not with thrir licton' 
btit by a ntimcTdut crowd of deprndents, 
, ami even putriciwi!, whom their vice* 
■ofcdeiiited round ihemi while the viriu- 
ml the patriotic were restrained by frar 
rtim venting their conipl;tinti. 
[ht» irWmy Bituaiion of the ttate. the 
and Vnlwi, thow rnnMnnt enrmiri of the 
n<. m.<-«rd (lu-lr inc..™oii.. in hoin.-. of 



i a thunder-stroke to the decemviri, who 
1 Muthoritv to raise an army themselves. 
It ^reat reluctance in uLine aid from the 
, whose deliberationi had been long suj- 
L In this pressing juncture, however, the 
vas, at last, called tngetlier ; when Ap- 
fi m premeditated oration, piopounded the 
» for which they were convened. He 
esired that each should speak his senti* 
U he was called upon ; but Valerius, the 
xni of Publicola, risinj; out of his turn, he 
dend by the tyrant to sit down. Vale- 
omveTi refuted to obey, but violently in- 
d against the tyranny of the decemviratc, 
■fr d&oucryt in cipecting that the senate. 



wliose power they had dosicoytd, ^louli 
'take measures to support their brtraycri. 
apL-ech revived the ^most extinruisbcd ci 
of othtTS, and he was second<.*d by Marci 
ratius, who, with still gi-eatcr frTedom. c: 
their horrid inrasion of the rights of their 
tty, their outrages, tlieir rapines, and the 
Btty. Appitis. at fint. s«med to bear tl 
rangue with patience; but at last his pa 
long used to indulgence, could no longer I 

Ercssed ; he flew out into the most indcce 
^ce, raged agaiust his opposers and litre 
to have Horalius hurled frotn the Ta 
rock. Tlic whole bodr of senntors at lait, 
by tbii indignity, exclaimed against the < 
vir's infringemeni of the liberty of frw i 
as the highest breach of their privilegw, 
intolerable act of power. On thisAppiu 
tie repenting his rashness, beguu to o*cu! 
self, by Mving, that he ivas mlling to 
berty to all delibemtions upon the quc^i 
could not bear an oration, whidt, wai 
from the point in debate, only seemed cal 
to promote sedition j that he and his col! 
had received an unlimited power from t 
pie till the great work of tortning the la 
finished ; during which they were reso 
net to the extent of their power, and then 
be answerable for their adniinbtration. 
was a !>ufEcient avowal of their JntentJc 
the uncomipt part of the senate, paiti 
CUudius, ilie unclf of Appiiis, spoke v 
testation of their proceedings ; but a larg 
in the house, which the decemviri had 
ously fonnedf and still others whom the 
hid biassed* shewed themselves incUoet 



s bcmj; reduced to Uie 
n of granting a. forced mac- 
aaj, vere immediatdy dismissed ; 
anrin, now in possci^sion of all the 
«U as of the civil power, divided 
nto three parts ; whereof one conti- 
Lppius in UK c'ltY, to keep it in awe ; 
vo were commanded by his col- 
1 were led, one against the Mqui, 
'ahist the VoUci. The Roman sol- 
ttely adopted an ingenious and ef- 
lod of punishing the generals whom 
1, by suffering uiemsdves to be van- 
the field. They put it in practice 
:casion, and shanoefiilly abandoned 
upon the approach of the enctny. 
iic news of a victory more joyfully 
Elomc than the tidings of this defeat ; 
1, as is always the case, were bbuned 
:hery of their men ; some demanded 
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geance ; and, nnder pretence of dcHng 
ticular honour, he was appointed le; 
put at the head of the supplies which 
from Rome to re-inforce the army. ' 
of leg-jti^ was held sacred among the 
as in it were united the authority of i 
with the reverence due to the priesihoi 
tatui, unsuspicious of any design »f 
person or honour, went to the camp 
crity, where he was teeelved with all 
nal marks of respect. But the gew 
found means of indulging their desire ol 
He was sent at the head of an hundw 
examine a more commodious place for 
ment, as he had very candidly assured 
manders, that their present sitixation ■ 

fible. The soldiers, however, who acci 
im, were assassins j ivretches who I 
been ministers of the vengeance of the d 
and who now engaged to murder him 
with all those apprSiensions wliich his 
putation* might he supposed to inspire 
tliese designs they led him from the 
the hoUow bosom of a retired mountai 
they began to set upon him from behin 
tatus too l^e perceived the treachery o 
cemviri, and was resolved lo sell his life 
as he could : he therefore placed his bac 
a rock, and put himself in a posture of 
Though now grown old, he had still tht 
of his former valotir, and killed no leti 
teen of the assailants, and wounded th 



^i The uiiiuiiifi ihtnfore, tcirifinl 
f bfavery, jilu>wcrc;il in their javc- 
at a dUtaiKe, all which he recrivcJ 
with undnunted resolution. The 
I tfaoogb to uni»]tiiil in numbCTt, wan 
itfor totat timo with duublfnl luccm, 
nth his axMil ants bethought theini«lvc* 
iduig the rock, n^inn which he itood, 
» poured down btones upon him fnjm 
|1nit» succeeded { the old wildicr fell be- 
ar united eflbrU ; ufter having i>hewn 
Wlht tiut h<r owed lun former numrrnu* 
f £une, not to tnrtimc but Hi valoor. 
•mviri pretended to join in tlie gm^-^l 
br *o brave a man. and dccrc«dhirn » 
;«titK the firtt military hcmoun : but the 
ft of their apparent diitmi, compared 
lar known hatred, only rendered them 
ra dctcMiiblc |f> the people. A lr,in»- 

relatedf at la*t inspired the citizeni with 
•a to break all measures of obedience, 
mancipate themselves into freedom. 
U, who still remained at Rome, sittinj;^ 
on his tribunal to diHKnic juntice, be- 
'ery youn^ maiden of exquisite beuutyi 
to one of the public schools, attended 
nurse. The charms of thii damu-t, 
cd by all the innocence of virgin mo- 
ught his attention, and fired hit heart. 

following, as she passed, he tho'i^hl 

more beautiful than before, and his 
u still more inflamed with desire. Fie 

resolved to obtain the gratificatiim of 
m, whatever might be die coflMquence, 

preliminary step, took meani lA inform , 
I 2 himK-lf ' 
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Appius, iit first, resolved to break this 
unil lo espouse her himself; but the laws 
twelve tiibles had forbidden the patrician 
{ I termarry with tlie plebeians ; and he coi 

infringe a regulation which he had been ; 
ous to establisli. Nothing therefore re 

, ' ■• for him to attempt but a criminal enic 

which, as he was long used to the indulg 
his passions, he resolved to obtain. After 
vainly tried to corrupt the fidelity of hei 

- he had reccmrse to another expedient sti 

guilty. He secretly prevailed upon one CI 

] wlio had long been the minister of his pi 

to assert that the beautiful maid was hi 

and to refer the cause to his o\\'n tribi 

j decision. Claudius l)ehaved exactly ac 

I to his instructions ; for, entering into tht 

where Virginia was placed among her 

companions, he sei/edupon her as his p 

and was going to drag her away by iin 



mbed, 
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it was but reasonable the slave 
delivered into his custody, as her 
ttner. 

■fle decemvir affected to be «tmck with 
ze of his claims ; he observed, that if the , 
jatfaer were present, he might iitdecj be 
» detaj' the delivery of the maiden for 
rie, but that it was not lawful for hini) 
-esent case, to detain her from her law- 
er. He therefore adjudged her to Clao- 

his slave, to be kept by him til! Vir. 
ifaould be able to prove his paternity. 
ilence was received witli luud murmurs 
-oaclies by the multitude ; the women in 
IT surrounded the innocent Virginia, as 
r to protect her from the judge's fury ; 
iliiis her lover, boldly opposed the de- 
1 obliged Claudius to take refuge under 
mal oF the decemvir, for whom lie was 
ig. All things now threatened an open 
:ion, when Appius,. fearing the event, 
proper to suspend his judgment till the 
f Virginitis, who was with the army, at 
listance from Rome. The day follow-, 
fixed for the decision ; and in the mean 
jpius sent letters to the generals to con- 
;inius, as his arrival in town might only 

kindle sedition among tlie people, 
tters, however, were intercepted by the 
I's friends, who sent him a full relation 
t the liberty and the 
s only daughter. Virginius upon 
g the death of a near relation, ob- 
e the camp, and Rew to 
nspired with indignation and revenue, 
igly, the next day he appeared before 

»3 ^^ I 
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tribunal, 10 the astonishment of Appli 

dir^^ his weeping dau|;!iter by the hsnd, bO 

hitcJ in the deepest mourning. Cluitdius, I 

cuser, was also there, and began by urgil 

s spL-cioiis claimG ; he said it was well knniJ 

i;it the children of slaves belonged to the n 

ters of their parents, and that Virginia was bd 

n slavery. He observed, that pity mi|i;ht bei 

inducement to many to forego their cl;tinis li 

that he was determined to sacrifice all minul 

considerations to justice. He then proiiwced 

female slave, whom he had corrupted, to svK 

that she had sold Virginia to the wife of her I 

puted father) and concluded his pretensions I 

asserting, that he could confirm her testimoi 

by that of many others, were it needful. ,V 

pinius next spoke ; he represented that his wi 

had borne many children i that her pregnan 

was known to all her neighbours ; that, if 

had intentions of adopting a supposititious ch 

he would have fiied upon a boy rather tin 

girl I that it was notorious to all, that his 
ad suckled her own child ; and that it was 
])rising such a claim should be received, 
fifteen years' silent acquiescence. 

While the father spoke this with a stei 
Virginia stood trembling by, and with 
of persuasive innocence, added weight to 
remonstrances. The people seemed enti' 
tislicd of the infamy of the business ; but . 
unwilling to forego his criminal desi{f 
fL'arfiil lest the ;trguments of Virginiu 
have dangerous effects upon the multi 
temipted him, under a pretence of b 
ficiently instructed in the merits of t 
-,^** Yes (says he), my conscience oblij 



t niTWlf am a vimess of tlw truh 
itionat' Claudius. Most of th» «»• 
V tluu I W4S left gaardian to ifaia 
[ was Tcry eari* appmeJ* lh»t he 
J^ to [his foung WL<man ; bui theatfaiis 
lUic, and ihe dissensions of the people^ 
nwnwd mj daiug juoice. Howcvo-, 
I now too Ut«: and, by the power 
n tne for the public ^ixid, I adjudse 
I to be the property of CIauditi% the 
'. Go therefore, Uctors, dispn^e the 
ie ; and make room for a master to re» 
Umself of his sUve." 
«ors, in obedience to his command* 
» off the throng diat pressed round the 
the^ then seixed upon Vii^inia, and 
wring her into the hands of Claudiust 
[iniusi who found that sill Airther ef- 
ild prove iiiefFectiial, seemed to ac- 
I the sentence. He therefore mildly 
Appius to be permitted to take a last 
' one whom he had long considered as 
and after this indulgence, he would 
lis duty with fresh alacrity. With this 
nvir complied, but upon condition, 
endi^arments should pass in his pre- 



irginius, with the most poignant an- 
te his almost expiring daughter in faiA 
a while supported her head upon j^s 



d wiped away the tears that i 
lovely face. But tiis fatal rcsolutil 
, and the endearments of love wergJl 
e of lioniiur. Happenin;; to be gj 
sumninded the forum, lie ina 
It lay on the shambles, and ai 
er, " My dearest lust child (4P 
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_~ Virpnius, but he declined the office. 

Mf daughter (said he), is dead, and I 

ha¥e not yrt avenged her. Before I can ac- 
■■ cept of any honour, her manes imist be ap. 
" pi:a>ed ; and what prudence, what moder^i- 
♦> tion, can you erpect i'rom a man whom our 
" tyrant has reduced to desperation f 1 shall be 
" more serviceable to the common cause as a 
" private soldier than as a general." 

TTiesc weighty considerations made them re- 
■olve on choosing other commanders, and hence 
originated the military tribunes, who, in the 
tequel, held a relative rank with the generals in 
the xnny, as the tribunes of the people did with 
Ibe consds in the city. 

Appius, in the mean time, exerted all his in- 
fluence to quell the disturbance in the city ( buti 
finding the tumult incapable of b«ng eontrolledt 
and perceiving that his mortal enemies, Valerius 
and Horatius, were the most active in opposition, 
he at first attempted to find safety by flight j 
nCTenhdess, being encouraged by Oppius, one 
<rf his colleagues, he ventured to assemble the 
' Knate, and urged the punishment to be inflicted 
upon deserters. The senate, however, were far 
from giving him the relief he sought for ; they 
fbresaw the dangers and miseries that threatened 
fte state, in case of opposing the incensed army ; 
iccordingly they dispatchedmessengers to them, 
(Serine to restore their former mode of govern- 
ment, Dy consuls and tribunes. To this pro- 
posal the people jciyfully assented, and the army 
eheerfully entering into the same views, re- 
tumed to the city, if not with the ensigns, at 
Jean with the pleasure of a triumphant entry . 

Thus ended the decemvirate, after hiiving^ 
eoiitiuua? 
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continued 5omewhat less than three year 
the goveniment of Rome was a secon 
changed by an atiempi on female chastity 
the decemviri had done, that wiu really 
cial, remained in fiill force ; ilie laws th 
promulgated were considered as a pe 
code ot public and private rights to the 
citizens, and ever will be re^rded with 
dan among civilised nations. The merit 
compilation indeed is so great that it th 
parUal lustre over the decemvirate. an 
many of its crimes ; Tet the unaitimoiis v 
the Roman historians is loud in invertives 
the officers who composed it, or rather 
the infamous Appius, who was die he: 
source of ofleiice. 
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tremble at seeing so m;iny of their members IB 
nuced with destruction. DuilHus, however, el 
of the tribunes, a man more moderate than ll 
rest of his colleagues, quieted their tears ! 
openly professing, that no more blood should, 
shed on this occasion } that sufficient venge 
iiad been taken for the death of Virginia, 
that lie interdicted all future prosecutions i 
that account. 

This allayed the fears of the senate fof t 
present j but tliey soon found cause of freAi 
sentment. The two new consuls seemed endn 
to have abandoned the interests of die patricifl 
and, equally popular with the tribunes th4 
selves, to study only the gratification of thesl 
pie. They procured a law to be nuiiied. Ml 
had been projected before, by which each of I 
plebeiins should, in his individual capacity, i^ 
as much influence in all elections and delibe 
tions whatsoever, as any one of the patricin 
which gave the finishing blow to all distinct 
ber«'een them. A law so injurious to the pm 
of the senate, produced, as may be eauly ■ 
posed, a desire to mortify the consuls ; who o 
aimed at increasing their own influence, by i 
depression of that body. An Opportunit7 , 
ihi^KQon offered ; for the consuls, hail 
^^^U against the JEqai and the ' ' 

^ complete victory, and in CQniieqi 

led J triumph. The senate, howeWH 

resolved to mortify them, and decland 

I unworthy of that honour. The consult 

jiled to the people, and, complaining loudly 

4/^ ^jsenate, obtained a decree for ilic 

^triumph, by the authority of the 

tte. Thus the two orders of du 
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iniied for some 7ear5 mutually oppos- 
1 other; the patricians defending the 
■aiadow of distinction which was left them ; 

tiie people daily insisting upon fresh con- 
ions, as if their appetites increased by what 

granted to satisfy them. In short, the 
k which the republic had experienced by the 
tion and abolition of tlie decemvirs, causedi 
more than fifty years, a vibration in the go- 
Linent, which prevented it from becoming 
onary. There was a constant action and 
ction between the different orders ; and the 
nan people, having acquired a habit of 
ige, seemed at laiit to confound innovation 
I unprovemeat. 

Icanwhile, these intestine tumults produced 
kness within the state, and confidence in the 
ny abroad. The war with the JEqui and 
-ci still continued ; and as each year some 
ing adv;mt:iijes wite obuined ovej- ihe Ro- 
ks, they, at last, advanced so far, as to make 
r incu'^ions to the very walls of Rome. But 
the courage only of the Romans seemed di> 
uhed by uiese contests, but their other vir- 

also, particularly their juWice. About this 
i, the inhabitants of two neighbouring cities, 
lea and Aricia, had a. contest between them- 
es, about some lands that had long been 
ned by both. At length, being unable to 
», they referred it to the senate and penjile 
Rome. The senate had yet some of the 
ciples of primitive justice remaining, and rc- 
d to determine the dispute. But the people 
lily undertooL the decision, and one Scap- 
, an old man, declaring, that these very 
If (rf right belonged to Rome, they immt-- 
.Oxt.—L. o diattly 
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diately voted themselves to be tJie legal prism 
sors, and sent home the former litigants, tU 
roughly convinced of their own foily, and ofl^ 
Roman injustice. 

The tribunes also grew more and n 
lent ; and having now obtained n principal si 
in the administration of some departmentg i 
government, nothing wmild satisfy them \ " '' 
out having a participation of the whole, T 
these views, they proposed two laws, in violadB 
of the sanctions of the twelve tables ; 
mit plebeians to intermarry with patricin , 
and the other, to allow them to be admitted fl 
the consulship alsa The senators received d 
propositions with their accustomed indignaiti . 
and seemed resolved to undergo the utmost li 
Iremities, rather than to be instramental in 
ing them force. However, tinding their Ti. 
ance only increase the commotions of the fl 
without the probability of ultimately prevailnd 
they, at last, consented to pass tlie law cow 
ing marriages, hoping that this concession w 
have satisfied the people. But they were 4 
peased but for a very short time t for return 
to their old custom of refusing toenlist npmi d 
approach of the enemy, the consuls were foitL 
to hold a private conference with the chief q 
the senate ; where, after many debates, Cllil 
dius proposed an eipedient, as the most prob*-^ 
ble means of satisfying the people in the pmcM'l 
conjuncture. His plan was by no means tocoM^ 
taminate the consubhip, by suffering it to conw 
into the hands of the people ; but to create til 
or eit^ht governors in the room of conmli, 
whereof one half, at least, should be patridan*. 
Thii project, which was but a poor subtCTfrig* of 
bumUcd 
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led' pffwer, and was, in fact, granting what 

H pflople demanded, pltased the whole meet- 
ft j -UM, ihM. nnihing might seem pre-concerted 
KMig dicnt, ibey agreed, that, at the next 
Uic meeting of the senate, the consuls should) 
Htrarr to tlieir usual custom, begm by asking 
I opinion of the youngest senator ) whereaS) 
^ rmerlj-, they always began by asking that of 
pie senior. Upon assembling the senate, one of 
fiu ttibiuies accused them of holding secret 
■Ketings, and concerting dangerous designs 
jigainsi die interests of the people. The consult, 
m the other hand, averred their innocence; and, 
:||B demonstrate their sincerity, gave any of the 
lOUager members of the house leave to propound 
dieir opinions. These remaining silent, such of 
Ae older senators as were known to be popular, 
jMnn by observing, th',tt the people ought to be 
JDOtilged in their request ; that none so well de- 
cerveil power, as those who were niost instru- 
nental in gaining it ; and diat the city could 
not be free until all were reduced to perfect 
■quality. 

Cb(udius,as had been agreed upon, spoke next ; 
and, though he professed to be very willing to ad- 
vance tlie propositions of those who spoke before 
turn, tjie better to conceal his designs, he lirnke 
sot into bitter invectives against the people ; as- 
Krting that it was his opinion the law should 
■Dt pass. This produced some disturbance 
among the plebeians ; but at lengcji, Genutin^, 
M Lf to conciliate the senate and the people, 
fn^oied, as had been pre-concerted, that 
SI ^vemors should be annually chosen, with 
flmnlar authority, three from the senate, and 
dVH &t}m the people ; and that when [lie tinit: 
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of their magistracy should be expired, the 
would be tor the consideration of the pet 
whether they would have the some form c 
nuedy or whether the consulship should n 
to its former establishment. This project 
eagerly embraced by the people* because it 
mised something new ; and leave was give 
any of the plebeians to stand for this new o 
Yet so fickle were the multitude, that th< 
many of their own rank stood, not one of i 
was thought worthy of the honour, anc 
choice wholly fell upon the patricians, wh 
fered themselves as candidates. Thus the 
pie, who were still clamorous for innova 
could not avail themselves of any conces 
they gained from their opponents, for waj 
unanimity and prudence. 
^ Q The new magistrates were called 

443' litary Tribunes ; they were at first 
three, afterwards they were incre;is< 
four, and at length to six. Tliey possesse 
power and the ensigns of consuls, yet 
authority being divided among a number, 
singly was of less consequence. The first 
were chosen only continued in their ofllice s 
three months, the augurs having found s 
thing amiss in the ceremonies of their elec 
and m a short time the new institution was 
aside. 

On this, the consuls once more came inl 
fice ; and, in order to lighten the weight of 
ness which they were obliged to sustain, a 
office was created, namely, that of Cense 
be chosen ever}' fifth year. Their business 
"o take an estimate of tlie number and esta 

'e people, and to distribute them into thci: 
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:o the lives ^ad mannerf 
ks I to cashier senators for 
; kniglits, and to de- 
inferior tribe, in case of 
f. The fir« two censors were Pu- 
^pronius, both paliicians ; and 
ft they continued to be elected for 
tired years, 
gn served to restore peace for some 

the orders ; and a triumph gained 
iicians, by Geganius the consul, 

)iniver«al satisfaction tliat reigned 
eople. As it was observed of the 

a victory gained at the Olympic 

the conqueror to the highest pitch 
kndor, so it might be s^d of tlie 
:a. triumph was the greatest honour 
f had any idea. For this their ge- 
1 not less di^n for the benefit iif the 
ihe people also, when entertained 
lectacles, forgot their private dis- 
i empty notion of their country's 

which succeeded the nomination of 
however of short continuance ; for 
fter, a famine pressing hard upon 
I usual complaints against the rich 
d ; and these, as before, proving 
iroduced new seditions. The con- 
used of neglect, in not having stored 
:ities of com j they, however, dis- 
censures which they were conscious 
deserve, content with exerting all 
attempts to supply the pressing ne- 
it though they did all that could 
from active magistrates, in provid- 
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ing and distributiTig jimvisiom w rhe pocrj , 
Spurius Mzltuit H rich knight, who htid mai 
poliseJ all the com of Tuscany, hy fit ouuhl 
ihem in liberality. This dtmitjjojfDP, who Gl 
long beheld the convuliinni of ihe itatr wilh, 
maligiiant pleasure, wat inflamed with « I 
secret desire of becominc' powerftil^bylufonii 
tions: he therefore diimbuied cnm wiihtbcTJ 
most liberality among the pourer M»rt each d 
til] at last bis bouse became the aijrlniD cif 
such 35 wished to exchange a life t-f Ubnnr I 
one of lazy dependence. TiVlien he had thu* rt*'^ 
duced a sufficient number of partis^uu. he pw- , 
cured large quantitiei of arms to be pturhawJ ^ 
and broucht into his Imusc by night, and fonDod 
a plan of conspiracy, by which he wa« to b* - 
made commander ; while some of the tril>ufM, 
whom he had found meani to corrupt, were to Jrt 
under him in uiurping ttic libertiei of hi* cnun. 
try. Minuctnii however, who at lliat lime was 
appointed to the care of pivviding for the people, . 
early discovered the pUit that Wan ihui iiinnrd 
against the public friJedom j and informing the 
senate of Uie particulurs, they tmmediaiety 
formed a resotutimi of ciraling a dictator, who 
thoulJ have the power cif quelling the coixp** 
racy, \t itfaout appealing to the p«c^le : CincMh 
natiis ubo was now eighty ycius old, btit Mill 
pos't >jing all the intrepid courage of youth, w«« 
cIkimh (ince mere to rescue his country from 
inipL'iiJing danger, which he accomplished with 
bit usual felicity. He benn by (umnunun;; 
MT-liu; to appear; who being, as he ihnughl, 
>u&icnily tuppC'rtcd by the multitude, refuted 
'^ *^- CiitcinRiitui next tent Ahnla, his na>- 
^the horse, to force him t « 
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iAlov film to the Jictatnr's irihrinal, 
frcAiaal. Ah;i!a killed him upon the 
"" c dictator applauded the rcsoluiton of 
, ^ being justtl^ed by necessity, and 
^ . kl the conspirator's goods to be sold, 
pta be demolished, and his stores to be 
d among the people. 
"i the treasonable desJens of Mxlius 
e been ineontroyertible, the tribunes 
teople were much enrJged at his death ; 
jvder to shew their resentment to the se- 
'^le next election, instead of consuls, in- 
apon restoring their military tribunes. 
its requisition the senate were obliged to 
'?t but, though the plebeians had a right 
j| taken into the oflice, three patricians, 
ie former election, were again chosen. 
Bt year, however, the government re- 
fco its ancient channel, imder the consular 

an endless succession of intestine dis> 
•flye confidence to the enemies of Rome, 
eians and the Volscians proceeded with 
istomary incursions, and even the allies 
ne began to waver in tlicir allegiance. 
, an ancient colony belonging to tnc Ro- 

revolted to Tolumnius, king of the 
[ and still more to aggravate their crime, 
urdered the ambassadors who were sent 
plain of tlicir intidclity. To punish this 
t with signal vcngeanre, a dictator was 
cd, and the choice fell upon Mamercu's 
IS. A victory was obtained over the 
he king of their nation was slain ; and 
ismarcTiedbackto Rome, with all theen- 
'triumph, enriched by the spoils of a king. 
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In such a state of intemaV distrnctinOi 
ever, it appears as if the senate and ci 
couid carry on no business by their own ; 
rity aloae, since we find them the year f 
tng creating another dictator, to oppose a t 
ened confederacy of the Veian nations. 
lius Priscus was chosen to this high office 
die year succeeding we read of jEmihu 
former dictator, being re-elected. Hav 
seems, no employment abroad, he was reso! 
do something at home j and accordingly v 
means of altering the continuance of the i 
ship from its original period of duration, 
year and a half ; for which the censors soo 
fined and degraded him, upon laying do' 
office. This conduct of tiieit^ on the 
hand, enraged the people, and, inste^td ( 
suls, military tribunes were the next tin 
sen. In about four years after, consul; 
introduced again, and upon a threatenec 
sion of the jEqui, a dictator, Poschumi 
bcro, was created, who closed his office 
triumph. Four years after this, the fluci 
of councils occa»oned an establishment o 
tary tribunes again, and their want of sut 
war obliged the people to create ^mill 
the third time, dictator, who merited a 
triumph. For two years after this, milir. 
bunes continued ; Uien consuls, and th 
bune? again : thus the government, > 
steadiness or equipoise, continued to fli 
between the different orders, for mor« tl 
teen years ; during which time, there w 
little important transacted, either abrc 
at home : the senate seemed to have lost 
raergy, and the people all th«r miliury 



home; 153 

% who were possessed of the riches of 
i mppeared indifierent about the conces- 
my privileges, if they could ward off an 
n law i and the people wasted so miicli 
i attending tlie harangues of their tribunes, 
iey fell into habitual poverty, discontent, 
|liulenc& Whenever tlie approach of an 
'»as talked of, the danger was so mag- 
I either by the fears or the real weakness 
gate, that nothing but tlmt desperntc al- 
tre of choosing a dictator could be found 
M»e it. So that in a period of twenty 
we find the people above ten times giving 
rir liberty, their possessions, anu their 
to one of their fellow-citi/ensj and only 
bd for their safety to his virtues. The^c 
te magistnttes, it is true, in some measure 
id discipline to the army, and increased 
ritories of the state j but it was purchasing 
;st too dear to give up all chat was valu- 

life for its acquisition. The ill effects in- 
if their absolute authoriLy were not disco- 
till many years after ; at this period, the 
seemed pleased with electing a magistrate 

their own body, who could intimidate tlie 

; the multitude, on the other hand, were 
to follow and obev one who generally led 
o conquest and plunder ; for the dictators 
r divided the spoils of the eonrjuered 

among cJicm, in order to increase their 
opularity. Thus the plunder of Anxiir, 
taken from the Volscians, seemed to dif- 

new spirit amongst them ; which, how- 
:ontinued no longer than until their n 
ailed for a new supply. 
ouldbe useless to detail the discordant d 
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tiousiicss liberty*. At length, how 

nate hit upon an expedient, which sei 

to increase their own power, and ; 

time was highly pleasing to the peo 

it evinced how greatly the Romans 

'ij from their former virtues. The ci 

went to the field, had hitherto f 

country's battles without pay; the 

bandmcn and soldiers; the same 

\: brandished the sword at one seasor 

j - holding the ploue^h in another ; anc 

I obliged to furnish not only their ow 

j their own provisions during the car 

these difficulties and deprivations, h< 

cheerfully acquiesced, as the hopes 

and tlie honours of returning in tri 

considered as an ample compensati 

theless, it sometimes fell out, that 

paign was of lonc^ continuance, thei; 

remained untilled, and they themsel 

duced the next season to extreme 

Hence they were obliged to incur 

hence proceeded that various train c 

usuries, and petty cruelties, Avhich ' 

made use of to oppress their debt 

* Duiing these comaotioos the Roman am 
their haihU in xht blood of tbdr general, to « 
hithnto, in all changes, shewn a high degrei 
spe-r. The victim we allude to wu Pokthum 



;-i 



1.1.1 

.FnTther to mitigate, thntt cviK tUc h'- 
Jl^Rloutly ciimi' to A resHlution of pay- 
Ftoldiery out of the ireamiry; mid tor 
w ttitry laid nn a new tax. from wliith 
e citixinti were tu be cxitmptpi.), Tlii* 

man mode of warfure \ a» wlmt miglit 
^liave been cnllcd kieursions, wno nnw 
K TCffular protrncted ciunit.ii}(n*. 'I'ho 
I ftlw had no loiiecr ocuiitiun tu iinportuiiu 
KuienccDf till- tribunc«, in order lo i'uii>eaii 
i u the people would el^ly enlinl, uncc 
km sure of tlielr rewitnl. Nothing thiTc- 
eould exceed their joy upon tliii; occw 
itboyuirroundcd th« ccnatc-houtc with ac- 
Ithmut they offiired to follow the cnnsci'i|>c 
!t wlierever tlwy iliould lead them, uiid 
iieJ that their murmurs should now bcln^t 
WitTulc. Th;: soljici-s intloc'cl, l.oc.m.f 
nipple and more submissive i but they lost 
I of their pattiotism and independence, 
e senate, thus reconciled to the peo- . q 
ad now become misters of an army 4^^, 
hey could keep in the field as long as 
Jiowght proper, resolved to take ilfjnal vcn- 
:e on the Veians, and besiege their capital 
though the attempt should endanger tJu-ir 

The city of Veii had long been a flourisli- 
■trong, and formidable place ; it was sciUed 

a rock, and furnished with resolute and 
s«uE defenders. It had lately changed its 

of government, from a republican to a 

( and such a change being disliked by the 
. of this state, contributed, in some mea- 

to their tamely suffering it to be surrounded 

be Roman army. Tlie Romans, indevJ, 

h:id 
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had every reason to inspii 
ment. The Veians had It 
Rome ; they had ever take 
its intemal distresses to rav; 
had even treated its amba 
plain of these injuries, w 
therefore detennined, th; 
should cost) was to fall ; 
cordingly sat regularly dov 
'' a long and painful n 
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which time, the army 
round iti lyingi in winter, 
the skins of beasts, and ir 
the operations of the attac 
success, and many were t 
directed the siege; someti: 
works were destroyed, ani: 
cut ofi*, by sallies from tl 
they were annoyed by an i 
attempted to bring assistan 
siege so bloody seemed to t 
to Rome itself, by draining 
away ; so tliat a law was 
for all tlie bachelors to mai 
soldiers wlio were slain. 
people also did not fail to 
dcrtuking still more arduoi 
murmurs und artifice, in i 
homo. Tliey blamed tin 
prohibited tiie taics from 
were to pay the soldiery j a 
pies tlie seiuttf, they began 
of the Agrarian law. 

Unceasing diist-nsion am' 



^_ i Fiiriui Camillui dictator ; and 
IMtnited the wle power oT condnct- 
■gt f n m A cted war. Cainlllus, with- 
it or uiy solicitation, had raised him- 
I flnt eminence in the state ; he had 
I one of the censors some time befonv 
MMuidered ai the head of that oflice ; 
erwsutU made a military tribane, and I (iJ ii 

1 post nined several advantages over M|| f 

'. In short, his courage and abilities i II ' ' 

amply tried, and proved him to be 
hy to serve hb country on this press- 
on. Upon his appointment, numbers 
>plc flocked to his standard, confident 

under so eiperienced a commander, 
tingly drew out his forces against the 
td overthrew the Falisci, one of the 
irs confederated against Romet witli 
ghter : the Capenates also shared the 

and were obliged to beg protection : 
, being thus master of the 6elJ, he 
.1 his iorce to the vigorous prosecution 
e of Veii. Conscious, however, that he 
i to take the city by storm, he si.-cri:tly 
. mine into it, wttli vai>t labour, which 
to the miJst of the citadel. Bem^ 
:d of success, and finding tli>: city in- 

relitf, he stiit to tlie senate, desirinjr ■' 
ho chose to sliare in llie iiliinder tf 
Id ininicdiaiLly rcnaii' to the arnw' 
I- TV 
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Tlien giving his men directions how to enter i 
the breach, the citj- was imtatitlT- fillet! with h 
legions, to the ^mazeincnt and confiinoa ol'ti 
besieged, who, but a moment betbre, had t 
posed in perfect securiiy. Thus, like a seed 
Trojr, was the city o£ Veii taken, after an 
years' siege, imdwidiits spoil', enriched then 
querors ; while CamiUus, tiaospoited with t 
honoui of having subdued the rival of hii I 
tive city, iriumpbed after the manner of I 
kings d RoTtie, having his chariot drawn 
four milk-white horses ; — a degree of spies) 
ostentation which disguited the majority of I 
spectators, and gave them an unfarourable i 
,pression of the general's moderation. 

Soon after, however, the people pretended 
[ind still greater cause of offence. Their ' 
bunes had proposed tiiat the senate and pea 
shoulddivideintotwo parts; whereof, oneUw 
continue- in Rome, the other should senle 
Veii, theirnew conquest. ThisCamilhis earaci 
opposedt and diverted the multimde from tl 
intention, though it procured their anger*. I 
were they less displeased with him, when I 
found themselves obliged to restore the U 
part of the plunder they had taken, wh 
before the siege, he had devoted to ApoUiCk ' 
soldiers, for the most part, had spent ill 
long since; so that they must have been n 
pablc of refunding, had not the Roman w« 
parted with their golden ornamentSt to< 
amount of eight talents of gold, to supply lb 



>* aictkm, they were Jpcrcvd the 
r having fim^nd orjtioii^ pronounced 
r bodici, which litid not been allowi^l 
hdure. 

i, howevcri vrn» rendend by this step 
tuliir than ever i but lie cniiiDled Itim- 
_ « rvtltiction that lie had diichar^d n 
4uty I and )»ch was the respect paid to 
kttU, ihuti noiwitlmtaiiding this eeneral 
» be was, some time after, crented erne of 
ilit«rv tribuneK) and sent axainst the F^- 
*ha Iiad been making ihoir accustomed 
lODs npon tha Koniun turritoriuE. His 
rood fortune nncudod him in this expedi- 
te routed their nrmy, and besieged their 
I city Faleriii which tlireaieiicd a long and 
iH rciisunco. The rcducticin of tlii« little 
.^howevtr, would scarcely have deserved 
iingi had it mil heuii fur iin action of the 

postentyi than all his triumphs united. 
twlmaster. entrusted with the care of the 
ea belon^ng (o the principal men of tlie 
(Mind means to decoy them into tlie Roman 
, and offered to put tliem into the hands of 
liUt as the surest means of inducing the 
u to a speedy surrender. " With these 
dtfae unprincipled tutor), I deliver you the 
n, and I prefer the friendship of the Ro- 
ns to the pott I hold in Falerii." The gc- 
. struck with the treachery of a wretcli, 
» daty it was to protect innocence, for some 
regarded him with a stem air, but at last 
ift words, " Execntble villain (cried tlie 
lit Roman)) offer thy abominable proposals 
emuureilikethysclii and not to me) what 
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•* though we be the enemies of yc 
*' there are natural ties that bind a 
•* wliich should never be broken. 
** duties required from us in ^var, ; 
** peace: we fight not against an : 
*• cence, but against men ; men wh 
«* us ill indeed, but yet, whose crimei 
•* when compared to thine. Again: 
«« arts, let it be my duty to use only '. 
** the arts of valour and of arms." 
he immediately ordered him to he s 
hands tied behind him, and, in that i 
manner, to be whipped into the town 
scholars. This generous behaviour 
effected more than his arms could 
the magistrates of the tovTi, who h; 
bur)' themselves in its ruins, imme 
mitted to the senate, leaving to C 
conditions of their surrender, who 
them a sum of money to satisfy his 
received them under the protection a 
alliance of Rome. 

But the veneration which the virt 
miilus had excited abroad, seemed 
adapted to gain the respect of the tu 
buncs at home, as they d:iily raised 
accusation against him. To the char 
an opposer ot' their intended migr 
Rome to Veii, they added that of 
concealed a pait of the plunder oi 
partivTiilarly two brazen gates for hi 
and appointed him a day ou wliici 
betorc the peoplo. Caniill'.is, tinvliu; 
titude oxas|x-rauJ again^it him, ant 
iheir inijratitiide, res(>lved not to sii" 
*i:noniir.v o\ a trial ; but embracin 



eliildrcn, ^repand to depm fnm Rome. 
pHr had :drcitdy passed ai hr as one ol~ die 
~ te), unintended, on his way, and nidaiBifnted. 
\tn he could suitress h» iodignatiun no 
lender I but tutning his face to the capitol. and 
wfiag up his hands to heaTeo, uitreated all die 
,Codii tnut Ills country might one d^y he ^n- 
ilSJp of iheir injustice and ingratitude. He then 
'kutened on and took refuge ai Ardc3i a town 

tK a little distancf- from Rome, shere he aJler- 
mda learned that he had been lined fifteen 
knulisd aaes, by the tribunes at Rome. 

The retreat of Camillus gave infinite plcasHTe 
> Id hb enemies; hue they &oon had reuon to re- 
(ent their injustice^ and to wish for the assist- 
snce of one who alone wa£ able to protect his 
(oontryfrom niin. For just at thiscrisis a more 
'terrible and redoubtable enemy bee;an to make 
Mi appciiranec, than the Romans had ever yet 
tncuuntered. The Gauls, a barbarous nation, 
had about two centuries before made an irrup' 
lion from beyond the Alps, and settled in thi; 
Iionhern provinces of Italy •. They had beun 

. tilj a( £lturii, bid t pu|>il wbo p'eucil bJi wife ; sbc in hci 
, luin cturmcd the pupil, though the guitdun h'd liitlercJion 
la b« r^uatly pleiied wiih [he gand undcritindlng bctWRD 
''ihnn. He compUined lo <}» ten.ie of Cluiigm, whu pild 
. Hot injr ittentiDii ro bit Tale. The injured huibind ihin |'UM^ 
I ibc AIf>i 3n<l piDduced before ihe C ' 
twnpliuili, but Home good wiiK, 
J Miije Ihem wquiiiiiert ; and piaii 
P '4Hui ihii I ' ' 

I I 



injured nuiMnu uien |'UM|k 
ne dull nH hii love-udp 
wilh Lbe t'U^falbl^^ 

' 4Hut Ml nceiloni beveraee, iiiied id then? > 

' ht'lt. FromlheSclM, Ihe Mamt, udlMT 
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allured to pass their native barrier 
liciousness of the vines, and the so 
climate; and wherever they cam 
possessed the original inhabitants, 
men of superior courage, extraordii 
wild in their aspect, ferocious in th 
and prone to change. Not content 
subdued and peopled most of the n( 
of Italy, they were still inviting 
their native deserts beyond the A1 
over, and spread terror and desol 
fruitful! regions of this ncwly-discc 
try. A body of these, wild from t 
habitations, were now besieging Clu 
of Etruria, under the conduct of Bi 
king. The Clusians, frighted at xhi 
and still more at their savage app< 
treated the assistance, or at least 
tion, of the Romans. The senate 
had made it a maxim never to refus< 
tlieir suppliants, were anxious, how 
first instance, to send ambassadors t* 
to dissuade them from their enterp 
shew the injustice of their irruptior 
ingly, three young senators were d 
the family of the Fabii, to manag 
mission, who seemed better fitted 1 
tliim the cabinet. Krennus receiver 
a degree of complaisance, that arg 
tlie barbarian ; and, de>irir.g to kn 
siness oi their emhassv, was answei 
ir.g t'.> iheir instnictionb, that it wa: 
in.iTv in Italv to make war, bi.i 
gr.-unJs of provocation : and th.Jt t 
ii) kr.(»w, what offence tho citi/.t'ns 
t'id ^Ivcn to tho kin^; lI ti:c Gau4 



nlf replied, diat the rights of die 
f in their sworJs ; iJwt the Romani 
Cute 00 other title to the m»ny cities 
Jiconqnered j and tliat he had partkulor 
f .resentment against the people of Ctu* 
^dicy refilled to pan with those laiid^ 
pjr ha4 neither hanJs to till, nor inha- 
i occupy- The Roman ambassadors, 
« little used to hear the language of in- 
ace, for a while dissembled their resent- 
Etbis haughty reply : btti, upon entering 
BKed cityi hutead of acting as ambus^ 
^^y forget their su.cred characters, and 
l&D citizens in a sally against the be- 
L_ In this combat, Fabtus AmbuMiis 
LGaul with his own hand, but ''^^ '^^'^ 
I vhile he was despoiling him of his 
t. A conduct so ui\iuEt and indecorous, 
, the resentment of Brciinus, who having 
bis complaint by a herald to the senate, 
iding np redress, immediately broke sp 
ge of Clusium, and marched his cou- 
5 army to attack Rome herself, 
countriestlirough which the Gauls passed, 
: rapid progress, made little resistance ; 
ives beipg Cepified at their vasj puinbers, 
ceness oftheir natures, and their dreadful 
itions for war. But tlie rage and impe- 
of this ferocious people were directed 
against Rome. They went on with- 
ing the least intentionul injury in their 
, breathing vengeance oiJy against the 
iSt whom they considered alone as ag* 

Roman army at this conjuncturg was 
the command of six military tribusBS i 
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the number of their forces, wliidi awnmitrt l6 
forty tliousand nieii, was nearly equal lo tlww " 
of Brennns ; but the soldiers were lew obcdieau — 
and tlie generals had not confidence in MCtt ^ 
other, so as to unite for their mniua! s»ft^ ~" 
The two armies met near tJic river Allia, eJe»w! 
miles from the city, both equally confident flT^ 
victory, both equally disdaining to survive a "" 
feat. The leader* on either side put their ftn 
in array j the Romans, to prevent being S 
rounded, extended their lines, and placed d 
best legions in the wings of their army. *™ 
Gauls, on the other hand, by a '"ff"" " 
sicion, had their choice men in ihc mid 
with these tliey made the most desperate atta 
The centre of the Roman army, unable to yA 
stand the impetuosity of the charge, qwcfl^ 
gave way ; while the two wings saw themsdn 
in a manner divided from each other, andtllR* 
centre occupied by the enemy. They mad 
fnr a time, a feeble attempt to nntie ; but find 
ing it ini practicable, a rout ensued, in vrhn 
the Romans seemed to have lost all pow«r, p 
only of resistanca, but of flight. Nothing t 
terror and confusion reigned tnro\igh their broT 
ranks ; the wretched remaim of their army w 
either drowned in attempting to cro» the Tit 
or hastened to take refuge in Vcit, while oolj' 
few of them returned to Rome, with the dra' 
fill intelligence of their overthrow. All haf 
of resistance in the field being now over, the™ 
remaining inhabitants that vren able to bear 
aims, threw themselves into tlie capitol, whidi 
ihey fortified, in order to hold out a siege. TTie 
ti-it of the people, a poor and forlorn multitude 
ol' t^U men, women, and children, endeavour- 
ed 
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friitde ihemBflvw in some of theuelghbour- 
lElOMilSt or I'cKiIved to await the conqueror** 
nr, and lie in deatb under the ruins of their 
ive city. Ilul more particularly the uncieni 
tors and priest!) struck with a religious cn- 
iaim on this occasion, reiolved to devntc 
kfir livex to atone tor the crimes of the people, 
[ul| habited in their robes of ceremony, placed 
^iHkIvcs in the forum, on their ivory chairs. 
!1)r Gauk, in the mean time, were giving a 
pose to their triumph, in sharing and enjoying 
.be nluoder of the enemies' camp. 
I tiatj ihey indeed immetiiacely marched to 
Mfimc upon gaining the victory, die capitol ii- 
Mf wotild have yielded, but they continued two 
Biys feasting ujion the field of battle, and, with 
tubatout ptieaBure, eiultine amidst tJieir slaugh- 
■red foea. On the third day after the vic- 
firy, the facility of which ama/ed the Gauls 
Jhcmselves, Breniuis appeiired with all ^ ^ 
fat forces before tlie city. He was at 3^13. 
6rst much surprised to find the gates 
iride open to receive him, and tbc walls g^^ * 
dEfencekss ; so that he began to impute 
tte unguarded situation of the place to a an- 
Agcm of the Romans. After proper ))recau- 
lions, however, he entered tlie city, and niatkh- 
i^ into the forum, there beheld Uic ancient 
tWaXors silting in thdr order, observing :i 
■pfound silence, unmoved and undaunted. 
Tlie splendid habits the majestic gravity, iind 
tf)e venerable looks of these old men, who had 
ill borne the highest nlFicc% of the state, awtd 
the barbarous enemy into revneuec i llity u^ik 
Ann to be the tuieljr deities of the plate, *«•* 
begun to offer l>ltnd ndrFraiiim, till one, tne 
foTVui than ihc rest, put fnrth hia hand 
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Stroke the beard of Papyrius, who had on< 
joyed die dignity of dictator. An insi 
ejoss the noble Roman could not endun 
lifting up his ivory sceptre, struck the savs 
the ground. This seemed as a signal for 
ral slaugliter; Papyrius fell first, and a 
rest shared liis fate, without mercy or disdn 
Thus the fierce invaders pursued their slaii 
for three days successively, sparing neith< 
nor age, and then setting fire to the city 
short time excTy house was reduced to a 
of ashes, and Rome became nearly a \\'ast 

At this crisis all the hope's of the Roman 
placed in the capitol : every thing withou 
fortress was but an extensive scene of miser 
solation, and despair. All the magni 
buildings, which were once the pride of F 
were now become a heap of shapeless 
Nor was it the city alone that felt the u 
rage of the conquerors, but all the neigl: 
ing to^\^ls, that were accessible to their i 
sions, shared the same fate, and were 
witliout distinction. Still, however, the c 
remained ; and Brennus tried every art ii 
to reduce it. He first ineffectually sumn 
the garrison, with threats, to surrendei 
then resolved to besiege it in form, and ei 
passed it with his army. Nevertheless, th 
mans repelled liis attempts witli great bra 
lor despair had now supplied them with tha 
severance and vigour, wJiich had they s 
more early, would have biivcd them fror 
c.itastroph'j. 

The sie^;c had continued for above six nn 
the provisiiMis oi' the garrison were almo: 
hausicd, Uicir numbers lessened widi con 

ix 
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idnotlitni; ucmnJ to remain Init tttatU, 
Jen to (Kc meivy of ih« coiuiuercffi, 
■ (ImJiHl more i-vi-ii ihiin dnuli iuelC. 
I tli^y hod ranulvt'J upiFii dying) wlion 
I rwircd from tlieii Jnputuieast:, lijr 
nuice of a miin wh'im tlwy vtv climb- 
• rocL utui wliiim [Jiey kiw, upmi 
i, to be H nic«iicngar from their fVicnii* 
llii* pcirtoii'k niuiu WM> I'oiitiu* 
jdnii ti yciuiig plcbcisui, wlio IiaJ iwtm 
like I'itx^r by nif[l)tt i)4a>«{ i\iTaurh ilui 
^ ^iird»i Jiid. with eUnrnic futi)|;ti<!, 
jd Up ihi' capiiolinc rocli, witli ti«lliif;i tJ> 
||()g«d. t1i»> CiiRuUuf, tlwir npaUiVJfi 
fr« wa» levying itn urniy fur iJitrir relief ( 
10 cit'iMru of Ardra and Veil lud umicd 
Tavour, iind hud iiuuJe tiim tticlr uvtuY^I i 
lilt be only wiiit«d liii cuuntry'i conlir- 
I of th»ir clioJce, to enter tlw field and 

harbariiina battle. 

Romun« v/t-re airticlt with a miKturf of 

1 wul iil)iiii[im«iit, tn fnul tluU tlie rtiuu 
tJlcy liad iiiiuriounly Bpun«il fr'iin lli>; 

fM now, in i(t de«iKrjiic ifaw, ready to 
B iu defender. They inuaiiily cliow aim 
ir Dicutor, with an enibusiatm wbi^h hi* 
deserved, and prepared to «UJitiiin the 
with recruited viguur. Thiu th« me^ 
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iuld immediate!)' qnit the city 

) of Rome, upon being paid a 
's weight of gold, Tnii agrte- 
inned by oath on either side, the 
ifinght forth ; but upon weighingt 
ttempied fraudulently to kick the 
'tA the Roma.ni complaining, Bren> 
!y cast his sword and belt into the 

out, that the tmly portion of the 
was to suffer. By this reply, the 
that they were at the 'rictor's mercy { 

-was in vain to expostulate against 
U he should be pleased to impose, 
juncture, howerer, and whUe they 
bating upon the ransom, it was ru- 
Camiilas, the dictator, was at the 
1^ army, hastening to their relief, 
: the gates o( Rome. Camillas ac- 
ired soon after, and entering the 
troversy, with the air of one who 

not to suffer imposition, demanded 
* the contest ; of which being in* 
ordered the gold to be taken and 

to the capitd : " For it has erer 

been the manner with usRomans, to 
r country, not with gold, but with 

I only ^at am to make [>eace, as 
dictator of Rome, and my sword 

purchase it." The enraged Cauls 
: a battle ensued ; and so total was 

Brennus and his followers, that they 
disappeared from Italy, leaving no 
ose of their ravages behind them. 
rwas indeed atmihilated, but Rome 
heap of ruins ■, no part of its former 
( remained) except ilie capitol i and 
tf tbc 
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the greatest number of its former inh: 

had gone to take refuge in Veii. The t 

of tlie people, therefore, those men vmh 

but in the cahn of peace, began once i 

urge for the removal of the poor rem 

Rome to Veii, where they might have h< 

shelter, and walls to defend them. On 

casion, Camillus, steady to his formei pri 

attempted to appease them, with all the 

persuasion ; observing, that it was unw( 

them, both as Romans and as men, U 

the venerable seats of their ancestors, wh< 

had been encouraged by repeated mark: 

vine approbation, to remove to and ir 

city which they diemselves had conquen 

which wanted even the good fortune of de 

itself. By these and such-like remonstrai 

prevailed upon the people to relinquish t 

sign of abandoning Rome ; and to set al 

building its ruined edifices. Like a ph< 

quickly sprung from its ashes; but c* 

with diminished beauty and regularity. 

These successes of Camillus were, i 

measure, but preparatory to future v 

He was made dictator the next year, u 

ir^ption of the neighbouring states, and 

another triumph ; and about three yeai 

overthrew the Latins, who had revoke 

Rome, after a submission of more 

hundred years. Such a train of good 

served to render Camillus almost abs 

Rome ; his moderation and patriotisnr 

ever, prevented his making an impropei 

his power, unless his conduct to Manlii 

tolinus may be regarded as an act of ui 

verity. 
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large body of the drees of the peopU, wl>om ti 
largesses had made his foliowcri, TTjc ci 
being thus filled with sedition and cbmnur, d 
senate wei'e obliged to have recourse to unoth 
expedient, and to oppose tlie power of OmiU 
to that of Uie demagogue. Cnmilliu accnr 
ingly being made one of the miUtarr tribum 
appointed Manli us a day to answer for hi* Ul 
The place in which he was tried was near tl 
citpitol, wherei being accused of seditinn, ai 
of aspiring' at sovereignty, he only turned 1 
eyes, and, pointing thither, put them in mil 
of what he had acnieved for his country on ti 
spot. The multitude, whose compassion i 
uliose justice seldom springs from mtional in 
tives, refused to condemn him, wliile he plea 
cd in sight of the capitol ; but when he w 
brought to the Peteliiie grove, from when 
the capitol was no longer to be sacn, ilicy co 
demned him to be thrown headlong fi-om t 
Tarpeian rock. Thusj tlie place which hi 
been the theatre of his gtory, became ihat . 
his punisbmeat and hia infamy. His hduw, i 
which bi« conspiracies had been secretly carri 
on, was ordered to be rased to the ground j m 
Iits family were forbidden ever after tg auuc 
the name of Manliui. 
^ ^ In a short time the affection and n 
■j-jx titude of the people returned for Mi 
lius and while !iis death was lamenic 
it in some measure renewed the murmurs 
tiie tribunes and the people against CaniilK 
wlinm they considered as the cliicf instninie 
of hit prosecution. Unwilling to nipposc tlM 
hi'lvi!! guilty of a severity to whica thoy k 
giv£n tneir coiiient« ihty beipn to turn their i 
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I upon the most worthy man of the 
I aggriivate their baseness, How- 
as die fate of the Roman repoblict 
tnillus never wanted a fortunate oppor- 
Hf fif bringing t!ie multitude back to Oieir 
fuion for his talents. Being chosen mili- 
taHbuite a sijtli time, though much against 
iKmsent, he, with his colleague Lucius Fu- 
V marched against tlie Volscians : the latter, 
g 31 young mani was all eagerness to engage 
■enemy ; the other, tempering his coui'age 
( moderation, wished to wait tor a favoura- 

rirtimity. This baclrwardness in Camiilus 
attack) Furius ascribed to the thnidity 
Id age, or to the envy of a man unwilling to 
it a partner in his fame ; he, therejore, 
■d ilie opportunity, when Camillus was sick, 
obliged to keep his bed, to lead on his forces 
attle. But he too soon perceived the teme- 
of his own conduct, and the wisdom of 
itllus's advice { his army was almost defeated, 
an universal flight was about to ensue, when 
reteran general roused from his bed, and be- 
lelpedon horseback, old and infirm as he was, 
himself at the head of a small body of men, 
King those that fled, and bringing them fnri- 
f up against their pursuers. " Is this (cried 
) me victory you promised yourselves ? 
bere is no shelter for you here. Return !" 
intrepidity of one man spread ittself through 
l^ole army ; his soldiers quickly rallied, 
[▼ing never to forsake a general under whom 

■ had so often fought victoriously, and whom 

■ considered as inrincible. The enemy being 
: repulsed, the combat was renewed the 
following, in which they were totally de- 

g 3 featcj ; 
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feated ; and Camillus returned to Roi 
more laden with the spoils of conquest, 
successes abroad could allay the dissei 
home. The debtors began to complain 
hardships with the same importunate < 
as formerly. The inliabitaiits of Pra 
tou'n belonging to the Latins, also mac 
sions upon the Roman territories. 1 
these internal and external grievances, 
Cincinnatus was chosen dictator, w] 
Prxneste by surrender, and returned in 
with the statue of Jupiter Imperator, \ 
placed in the capitoi; a circumsumcc 
though of little seeming importance : 
appears first to have excited the desii 
tending conquest among the Romans. 

Two years after this, the contests 
die patricians and tribunes broke out wi 
than usual violence. Many of die \\ 
during die distresses of dieir country, h; 
by accident or by courage acquired la 
tunes, and this produced a desire of sliai 
only in the government, but in the ho 
Rome. The people, as has already l>ecn 
had aspired at the consulship ; and th( 
by a trifling subterfuge granted them 
tribunes, who wore possessed of con:iular 
l)ut as this was insulficicnt to satisfy the 
t)ie trllnmes of the people renewed their 
while tlie poorer part of tlie cltl/ens, onl 
upon acciuiriii^ die necessaries of lite, 
lillle airecied with Its honours, were cal 
tal4)rs of the conit.'.st. 

About this period, an Incident in prl*. 
foiueiued 1)V ieniale iealou.sv and aniblti 
a very coii'iiderable intUience on the publ 



Hiibiuii Ambiijtiis, a tribnne of the 
BtwndiiHshtcrs, one uf whom he tnnr^ 
K&iciuni uie oilier to » plcbi-ian. The 
nrifc coming one J^ty to visit Ikt lietcr. 
It with envy at the honmirs which the 
ipivedi m consequence of her pu^tricimi 
Wod from envying,, fell into a settled 
mj. Her fatlier and husband, for a 
if conjured her to tell them the renjons 
bBTHtion in her disposition, which she at 
llingly revealed. Her weak but aSec- 
uher, though himself a patricinn, in or- 
■nfort his d;iughter, was prevailed upon 
■er assurances, that be would instantly 
r means in his power, to make her an 
irer in the dignities of the state with her 
Bd not to be deficient in his promise, 
ttime consulted with, her husband about 
g a law, for electing one consul out nf 
of the people. Their firiit step wai to 
lUsband chosen a triliune of the. people ; 
, in order to ingrati»te themselves with 
itude, lliey proposed, with the same law 
ade pretensions to the consulship, tliat 
arian law, for the equal partition ot' 
ould also be paiscd ; a measure whicli, 
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every thing wa? tending to ruin, the iUustriot 
Camillus was chosen cficiator, who finding th 
people resolute in their designs of choosing 
plebeian consul immediately, laid down hi; oj 
hce. Upon his resignation, another dictate 
was chosen by the senate ; but this high offic 
had been so often created when there was m 
absolute necessity, that its authority began ti 
decline, while that of the tribunes rose upon it 
ruins. The dictator's name was Publius Man 
lius : he seems to have done little remartabia 
if we except his creating Licinius Siolo his ma 
seer of the horse, who was the first plebeian, pos 
sessed of that dignity. This Stolo, by his in 
fluence, obtained a law to be passed, that ni 
man should possess above five hundred acres o 
hind*. This was greatly disadvantageous ti 
the patricians ; but what shews that the princi 
pies of demagogues in all ages are the same 
Stolo was soon after found desirous of privaiel; 
possessing more land than by his own law hi 
was entitled to share ; and, in consequenci 
thereof, was punished by his own edict ! 

In this manner the Same of contention bdHi 
kindled between the two orders of the state, thej 
carried on their resentments with acrimony al/n 
persever:<nce, while foreign enemies only servei 
to allay, but not to extinguish, their antmouty 
Another invasion of the Gauls, to oppose whon 
Cainillus was a fifth time made dictator.for a tiini 
repressed and gave a transient pause to these inter 
nal commotions. The terror which this people hat 

* Nothing nn man dcatlv niaca ao igDonacc ia tk 
tcience of pulilici, itun llii: mnchiooM, tbouib anpiJu film 
i/ciUhJidiing 1 muiiDum, to whal»er it maj leWe. 

\ inspired 



Kind wn* ihm «w gmit timonft tlm Romiin*, 
kUw W.U iiuUd m excuM i>rU->ii> fVi>ni nil 
WVt, " W^,:^ in ml lliv.,'.i.Mi .if tin- Omilu." 

Hnwrvn, r.,,;il.„, ,,.,.:,, I. 111 vrm-ii ik- 

Wijr til .1 ■■■':■■ . I ■ .1 ^llll■ tiint lliu 

fblpf ^^. ■ ■■ !■ ■;■,!■ >■. llll-iiwurd, 

JlpriiMM !.■ .1 :. ■; !.■ I . "Ill lii-lnwl., «iui 

bill llutir ur^cTx Jiiiiinil rinuiJ »ltli lirtiot t iiiid. 
It tlu) ittme ui»«i tvueht thoni ilw urt of lining 
their own armn, tn t))t* bux iuItiiiuubc. By 
ihrtD mnann liv rumlireil tliu nwonla of liio Cnuli 
M imMn-vli:iiii))lu, tliut X'^"'8 ''''^'" I'UHIk iM-iir 
ihw rivur Alltij, li« ([MinuJ iiu ('4>y vic-Un'y 1 xd 
(Imi iIic Roninni now Liogun f > Jfniilio tlic 0;iiiIk 
U niilch » tliey linJ tlruuilcd tlmni Iiduir. 

A victory «« Imporuint and in jsniti'l'ul, it 
nlglit bo Miji[iou!i1, wiiiilU liuvo rcndi-vnj Cit. 

Uitlui ttbutiluU Ht K'>tTlf>. Itllt V/IiciIk'i f'nittl 

Ili» aJvmift'J U}{|-. Ili' lr>iK(T.(i>iHF' in |)ril,i;, it'. 

l«ir>, or ibit iiit'i'i-' I '■' li'- 

lud luiw kilt iiiui I. ' I 1' ,- 

pUmiUOj. Tll« 1.1 I .; I I'l' I 

ciniml bi.'1ii;{ otiU u(^>(,ii>'l1 khU ii!i.mm'.ii>^'^ 

mot'ny, lli« wimt^t m u^iiul, Mrongl)' •i|i|m>',i'.I 
It, anil rnrliiida CMmilliu ti) l>iy down l>u iliii.i' 
Innliiii I in liii[iri lli.il, itnJi'i llic iiilli)i'iii r <.| 

Ilia powori uiul tli<' <"> :i i 1m. 1 <l<'iii>., iliry 

mijilil Iw ulilu 1 ri ; 11 iinjMiM 

tlic prptoiuiiiiiu III n.. I . I. Ill wliil.. V.,. 

tnillui wui diijMti iiM, ' , 1. .1: . 1 .. ilir nl 
liiinoK louh tin; o|iiiiiviiiiiiu < 1 . . 1. r . ^1. .1 i!,.' 

(lllPd of till- |1CliJllP >,llrillM I.. 

•Ilitmin Willi ill! liis nii^'Jii, i!.. ■, ii I .1 I'l 

>rie<t Hiid conduct lilm lo ininii, Suili .t itt.nl; 
tf indfgiilry olToivJ 10 a riM^IUMte vim Imd li<'i<ii 
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hitherto held sacred, and particularly 1 
who had deserved so well, raised a grei 
motion than had yet been seen in Rome, 
tricians, who surrounded the dictator, t 

Eulsed the lictors, while the people w 
elow, with equal fury, cried out, ** Di 
him, down with him." 

In this universal uproar, Camillus 

only person that seemed unmoved. 

treated that the tribunes would give a i 

pause to their attempts ; then calling th< 

round him, and conducting them to 

bouring temple, he implored them to g 

to the city by their compliance ; thei 

his face towards the capitol, as if to t; 

farewel of all future endeavours to 

country, he vowed to build a temple 

cord, in case he saw peace restored to 

pic. In consequence of his advice, a 

made that one of the consuls, for th 

should be chosen from the ( 

A. C. Sextus, who had long been a i 

^^'-* tribune of the people, was tlie 

^ Q , hcian tliat was raised to this 1 

3iJ(». nity. After liim succeeded Lie 

luisband of her whom we havi 

mLMUioncd as languishing with the < 

rank. There was also at this time 

magistrates created from the patricians 

a pi-a'tor*, wlio was to supply tlie pla 

consul in the ahsiMUC of that maglst: 

to administer justice to the people, in 



* On tht' first appoinlrnrnt of prarlor he wjs t 
thr second in.<^isturi- in ilir icpiililii ; but hh p()^ 
wlicn he I'UituipatcJ ii with evcial. 
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Acer to ntcpuary to tbo 
r of |inctni't v/:u, in uSttt 
aen Tliere were ulau IWO 
, officcni »o called to dU« 
|L,th« KUilo of th« people, u 
f chair untl nthir enviKni oC 

J^ tliem. winch the uttar 
chief bliainois of ihcso wti», 
tlio public KKmo, uitd of the 
U tHki-n in war. 
, liaving spent a lonjt life in Uie 
VBJ, throughout which tie had 
.not to be ihaken by datm-]', 
friitch even the ingratitude of 
|ot alter, re>!itt»<>d the dictator- 
wnplo to Concord, according 
, however, he turyived but tvfOi 
« pbjfue, In tho eighty-wcond 
Dd )caviii{{ buliind Ikim die re< 
the Kucoiid founder of Rome* 
I It ii said, that he never gave 
u not followed by a complete 
lever besieged a town without 
!tX he never drew forth an ar- 
ight it back laden with ipoils, 
i glory- He often owed hii 
o his personal courage ns tn the 
ie'rii I and no jteneral better un- 
rekindle tlie tainting ardour, or 
ivering resolution, of his army- 
rain that measures were taken 
[ reconciliation between the pa- 
people i their disputes revived 
ion I for, whenever new magis- 
chosen, each party trying all 
lave the election in their ov*t) 



snrm all'i f/]»l. lined, liy tlicii < oniplainls, t 
(lie ruiiilc :i'<lilf'i iliovn, ivrry strfuij 
Diit c»r l)i«'ir f>\vn Imily, an-.! ever, a! Irii;; 
vaik'J to have Marcii-i Kutilins, a pli l;cian 
(lictatnr. Tn lialancc this, the |iatri(ians\ 
ihc rniiMilslnp fmni (lit* people, aJK r ihi 
enjoyed il ten years; and lour years afu 
were ohlijjed lo reslor*! il. Kven llie dec 
:i censor produced crpiul uniniosilv ; ;inc 
many conu-iis, tlie plebeian, wlio had he 
tator, \^-as elected to ihc ofHcc, ag-ainu ihe 
ciTorts oi' tlie patricians. 

Dtirmy; llicsc Contests at home, ih«' R 
however, were neither unemplr)yed, nor 
cessfiil in llieir foreign wai's. They oi)i: 
sij^nal virn>ry over the Herniti ; so thai 
dius Crassniufi, the dictator, haif l)u* hor 
an ovation allowed hirn hy the senate, 
r.liiained antillier over tlie Gauls, and ^ 
I'innus, the dirlalor, ivlurned with a tri 

'l\i'«i f.iii-f-i>filinrr virliirif": xxri'Tf ft:iiiii>.f §■%• 



g a (top to the eiyntajpuu. . 
Ml he executed witli grtat eere- 
fOR It on the ri^ht eiJu nf JupiUr'M 
»Uie capitol. Two dictiiTors tilw> 
•nivelf cnown, merely to hold the 
or uiembly of the peoph-, for ii new 
f coiuuli: thui the ofllcc liecxmc de- 
ff iti being prostituted to puqiosct un- 
it iu origin. 

I manner, therefore, the Romflns went 
ly ibrwKrd, with it mixture of turbulence 
CTftition within their wall*, and succew- 
trpriie without. Their contention;! ut 
inking their wart abroad Im* |>ainfu1 and 
g, naturally produced in them u turn to 
' glory, 'i heir luperstition aUn served 
|> to their progtvsi t fori when the lK>nd!i 
Mity no lonver prevailed, the priests w 
faindthep • ■ • - 



Eure to bind the iwople by tin 
'"'■'■ what an implicit obediui 
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favour, hesitated not to use both fraud 
violence to compass their desires. Tlius tl 
r.iite suspended all measures against die i\x 
enemy, lest the plebeian consul, newly ele 
.ihould share the glory. 'J'hus also the p< 
soon after obtained, by their complaints, to 
tlie curule lediles chosen, ever}- second 
out of their own body, and even .it length 
vailed to have Marcus Rutilius, a plebeian, i 
dictator. To balance this, the patricians iit 
the consulship from tlie people, alter they 
enjoyed it ten years ; and four years after 
were obliged to restore it. Even the clectic 
a censor produced equal animosity ; and 
many contests, the plebeian, 'A'ho h;Ki been 
tator, was elected to the ofHce, against the u; 
efforts of the patricians. 

Durmg these Contests at home, tlie Ron 
however, were neither unemployed, nor ui 
cessful in their foreign wars. They obtaii 
signal victory over the Hemici ; so that ( 
dius Crassmus, the dictator, had the b.onoi 
an ovation allowed him by the senate. ' 
obtained another over the Gauls, and Qu 
IVnnus, the dictator, returned with a triui 
Two succeeding victories were gained ove 
same people by two different d relators ; nar 
Soi villus Ahala and Sulpicius Doiicus, 
hinh triumphed in their turns. We road 
wise o{ d fourth triumpli ovor the Gauls by 
rius CamiMus, w ho was civated dictator to 
pOi>e them. The Arunci al>o, a pei^ple \\ 
country was situated beyond tliat of the \\ 
irade MMue incursion*, but were repulse* 
i.\m:illr.>, wlio was created dicialor a se 
time lor iliai purpose. 
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■» diccation created only for thus re- 

m f»dklen incursions of the enemy, but r 

. more triuAug purposes. In the times ■ { J '. j 

me we find one created, namely Man- 

Eulinus, merely to drive a nail, as a 

'putting a stop to the contagion. This 

t business he executed with great cere- 

riTing it on the right side of Jupiter's ^ 

nto the capitol. Two dictators also 

xessively cnosen, merely to hold the 

1 or assembly of the people, for a new 

y[ consuls : thus the office became de* 

by its being prostituted to purposes un« 

« its origin. 

i manner, therefore, the Romans went i(', 

y forward, with a mixture of turbulence 

TStition within their walls, and success- 

rprise without. Their contentions at 

aJcing their wars abroad less painful and 

r, naturally produced in them a turn to 

glory. Their superstition also served 

) to their progress ; for, when the bonds 

rity no longer prevailed, the priests were 

ure to bind the people by the ties of re- 

Witli what an implicit obedience they 

d to their pontiffs, has already been seen 

instances ; and how far they nil^ht hit 

, even to encounter death itself at theii 

d, will evidently apj)ear from the br- 

of Curtius about this time ; wlio, upon 
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considerable part of the kingdom of Napli 
They were equally powerful in numbers m 
discipline with the Romans ; and had) like iha 
confederated states in their train. Two au 
aspiring neighbours, both fond of arms ai 
inured to war, could not long want a pretert 
rupture. The pretended occasion was, that t 
Samnites had oppressed the Sidicini, who, I 
ing too weak to manage the war alone, call 
in the Campanians to their assistance, and tfa 
also being overthrown, implored the assistan 
of the Romans. The senate for some timef 
order to give a colour of justice to their am! 
tion, seemed to defer granting aid against t 
Samnites, as being tlieir friends and M\e% t b 
the importunate entreaties of the Campam 
ambassadors, and the offers of the rich count 
which they inhabited ; and, stiU more, the ; 
fiial of the Samnites to desist from ravaging 
country which the Romans considered as thi 
own, determmed them at length to try t 
fortune of war. Valerius Corrus and Comdi 
were the two consols to whose care it first I 
to manage this dreadfnl contention between 
val states, that, for the space of sixty years «ft 
deluged Italy with Uood. Valerius had 1 
character of being one of the greatest comnua 
ers of his time ; he was sumamed Corvu*, fit 
a singular circumstance of being assisted b] 
crow m a single combat with a Gaul of giRan 
stature, whom he fought and killed. ToTui c 
league's care it was consigned to lead an an 
to hamnium, the enemy's capital ; while Con 
was sent to relieve Capua, the capital of I 
Campanians, Never was general better fid 
command : to a habit naturally robust a 
able 
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■Wllii . he Joined tlieKentlestmanner;; he was 
'iwe fiercest, and jet ine best tempered in.-in in 
the army ; and, while the meanesC sentinel w.is 
J)L» companion, no man ex^icted a stricter dis- 
cpliae : but what completes his character, he 
coostantly endeavoured to preserve his honours 
ami dignities, by the same arts by which they 
were first acquired. The Roman soldiers, h:Lr- 
dcned by incessant labour, and led on by suth a 
general, were unconquerable. The Samnites, 
on the other hand, were the bravest men tliey 
ever yet encountered } and the contention be- 
tween the two nations was managed on botli 
ades with the most determined resolutioa. But 
the fortune of Rome prevailed ; the Samnites at 
leiiTth fled, averring, that they were not able tq 
withstand the fierce looks and the iire-darting 
eyes of the Romans. Valerius, the other con- 
[ul, however, was not at first so fortunate ; for, 
having unwarily led his army into a defik", he 
was in imminent danger of being cut off, had 
not Decius, a tribune of the army, possessed 
himself of a hill which commanded the enemy ; 
so that the Samnites being attacked on boili 
iides, were defeated with mimi;nse sliiifjhtm', 
not less than tliiny thousand of tlicm bcin^^- left 
dead upon the field of battle: a prorif of the 
courage of the combatants and the numbers tliat 
were engaged. 

After this great engagement, which however 
was far from being decisive uf the di;s;tny of 
eilher people, the iiSiahitants of Capua rL>i|UL-st- 
ed to have a Roman garrisoii to winter there, to 
•ecure iliem £rom the insults of th'-' S;imnlti;s. 
TTieir desire was accordingly compheJ with ; 
lliough Capua was ever infamous for being the 
"K 3 dcstr((yL-r 
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destroyer of military discipline, and for 
Taime its protectors. It oScred indeed so i 
delignts, and gratified so largely all the ; 
passions, that uie Roman garrison began tt 
not only their courage, but their virtue. ' 
formed a Jesipn of destroying the inhabit 
and taking the town to themselves. 
treacherous scheme tliey communicated to 
companions in other parts of the counDyi 
they as readily embraced the proposal. B 
lengLii it reached the ears of the officers, 
detesting such baseness, led the legions int 
field, and kept them in action, in order to 
a more honourable turn to their minds. 
notwithsLtnding the care of the general an 
officets, the soldiers, finding themselves Itat 
the severest punishments for tlieir late perfi 
scbemes, began to mutiny ; and uniting I 
selves into one body, marched directly for 
towards Rome. For some time they v.-ere 
out a leader, no man being bold enough or 
enough to head an army whose only boi 
union was treachery. At length they fi 
Quintius, an old and eminent soldier, wht 
then residing in the country, to be their 
mander ; and, conducted by rage rather 
their general, came within eight miles o 
city. So terrible an army, almost at the f 
not a little alarmed ilie senate, who ii 
diately created Valerius Corvus dictator, 
sent him forth with another body of men t 
pose their fellow^citizens. The two armies 
now drawn up against each other, while (a 
and sons beheld themselves prepared to en 
in opposite causes, and to fall by mutual WW 
A less humane and prudent general thao 
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■Pli perhaps, have brou^lii this civil m 
nstremityt butheknnwincIusinBim 
me soldiery, instead of puling fbnrard 
B the mutineers, approachea with the 
jrdial friendship to embnce his old Be- 
tters. " I have had," eichuined he. 
Amities enough nf shewing my valoar 
tt, I now only want to acquire leputa- 
hf making peace. You cannot distrust 
»y friends, or think Valerius Corvus can 

be severe, who never yet gave his Toice 
m one taw en acted in the senate that was 
Bry to your interests. You cannot think 
in be severe, whose austcndes were ever 
jsed only upon himself. Bati whatever 
do, I urn resolved to behave as becomes 

if I draw my swordj it sliall not be till 
tare first drawn yours j if blood mutt be 
. you shall begin the slaughter. But 
n will you destroy ? Not your enemies. 
He Samnites, nor the Volscians, but youi 
Ts, brothers, children, and countrymen ; 
in riie view of those very mountains where 
were bom and bred. But let it not be so. 
Quintius, if indeed you nrc the corn- 
ier of this shameful expedition, Iwve only 
ik with reason, and we will grant wiiii 
•y." The wlinle army seemed affected 
his speech. Quintius, as their speaker, 
isircd to have tlicir revolt forgiven ; and 
himself, as he was innocent of their con- 
', he had no reasnn to tolicit pardon for 

ences. Thus, this defection, which * 
reatened such dangers to Rome, wji fi 

by the prudence and moderation of »' 
rhose ambition It was to be kind 
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friends, aad formiJable only to his 
The mutineers were once more received 
fa.vour, M\d the dictator, liaviog honoural 
and advantageously performed his < 
laid down his ofGce. 

After this, as the war with the Samni 
beenforsomc time carried on with various •- 
and the balance seemed to vibrate in uni 
ty, it was thouglit advisable to conclude a peact 
the terras of which were so offensive to tb 
Latins and the Campanians, that it indued 
them to revolt. The former carried their J 
m^nds so fdT as to insist, that one of the ca 
sut^, and half the senate, should be chosen o 
of their body, before titey would submit 
tliiak of accommodation. The Romans at fii 
tried by gentle means to divert them trom thefe 
purpose J but they insisted upon it still more 
solutely, ascribing ttie lenity of Rome lo 
f^ars. In order, therefore, to chastise them ii 
reason, tlic no consuls, Manlius Tor<]ual 
and his colleague, Decius Mus, wetp^ sent ^ 
the senate to invade their country. The Latjl 
were not remiss in their prepif^tions for a (" 
fence ; so that the two armies met with eqv 
animosity, and z bloody and obstinate hui 
en.ucd. In this battle, the strict discipline 
the Romans and their amazing patriotism vM 
displ.ived in a manner that has excited raiheri 
wonder than the applause of posterity. As d 
Laiiiis and Romans were a neighbouring pecqilt 
und their habiis, arms, and Lingu:igc, weistli^ 
sjm.', the most exact discipline was necessaifr 
1 1 iiivvenlconfusionin the engagement, Orden^ 
ihi-iffore, were issued by Mjiuius the conio^ 
. th-it no soldier should leave his ranks upoawlui) 
m enr 



^^r<ovocatian i und thiit he uliould bo ccr- 
EU put to dralh. who iJinuld offer Eo violate 
p Bijunctton. iloth armies wcii? drawn into 
Itayi and irndy in bcj^in, wlien Mutiun, the 
In^^ of the enemicK' tuvulry, pushed forward 
■an kif lineH, and chmllcn^cd iiny kni^bt in the 
jflBikn anny to oinglc conibitt. For wtme limu 
Itamu 8 general nauM, no loldivT aSmng to 
Bfc^ bi> orders, till I'itua Munliun. the con- 
nXBOi burning with shame to sec the whole 
Vdf of the Romans intrmidatcdi boldly ningkd 
Mt Bgaiiut Mutiui. The soldieri, on bnih nidcE, 
br a while luipended the general engagement, 
ID be spectators of this fierce encounter. The 
nro champions drove their horses against each 
Bibcr witli the utmost spirit and impetuosity : 
Kctiux wounded his Kdversary*s horse in tlie 
Hck I but Manlius, with better fortune, killed 
it of Mnliri. 'I'llP l,;ilin linnj; thtu pr(istr:iH- 
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Ifupon his shield ; but the Komun fullciwcd 
Us blows with so much force, that he laid Iiini 
dead a« he was endeavouring to rise ; und tlicii 
despoiling him of his armour, returned in 
triumph to the consul his father's tent, wlii'ii' 
be was prepuring and giving orders ruhitivL- li> 
the engagement. 

Loudly as the acchimations of his ft'llow- 
ioldiers followed the deed, tlie generous yoiuli 
approached his fatlier with a modest liesitai ion. 
" Mjr father," said he, " I have fi)llowed ymii 
" heroic example. A Latin warrior ch;dli'n);i-J 
•■ me to single combat, and I bring his s|>i)ils 
"snd lay them at your feet." " Unhappy boj," 
tried the father, with a stem look and an iuHlx- 
ibk molution, " as thou hast icgarded uciilu-r 
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" the dignity of tlie consulship, nor the CM 
" niitiids of ihy father ( as thou hast dearoy' 
" milic^iry discipline, and set a pattern a( 4 
" obedience by thy e^tample ( thou hast redueri 
" me to the deplorable eitremiiy of 
« my sou or my countr)-. But let u 
" tatc in this dreadful alternative : a tlioiiit 
" lives were well lost in such a causu 
" think that thou thyself wilt refuse t( 
" thy country is to reap the advantage of i 
" sujferings. Go, lictor, hind him, and let^ 
•< dcatli be our future example." As he uIivH. 
tliese words, he crowned him in the iight of U 
whole :irmy, and then caused his head to be^ 
off. The whole army was struck with bonora 
this unnatural decree ; fear, for a while, h 
them in suspense ; but when they saw their yoo 
champion's head struck off, and his blood stred 
ing upon the ground, they could no longer ci 
tarn their execrations and their groans. 11*^ 
dead body was carried forth without the camp, I 
iind being adorned with the spoils of the van- 1 
quishcd enemy, was buried witli all the ponip 1 
of military distress, and all the eommiseratioil I 
which was due to such tlUrequited heroism. 

Meanwhile the battle beean with mutual fury; 
and as tlie two armies had often fought undtr | 
the same leaden, they combated witti : 
animosity of a civil war. The Latins chiefly 
depended on their bodily strength ; the Romant 
on their invincible courage and conduct. Forcn 
so nearly matched seemed only to require the 
priitcction of their deities, to turn tlie sc:Je of 
viri'iry ; and in fact, the augurs had foretold, 
ihiii whatever pan of the Roman army should 
bi- distressed, tlie commander of that part should 
<lcvo« 
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&f Ibr his country, and die as a sa- 
^^t^mal gods. Manliits commund- 
|wing, and Decius led on the left. 
^ghtf for some lime, with doubtful 
|Aieir courage was equal ; and it \a 
fish that if one general must be u- 
te event, thelot should have fallen on 
fing Manlius ; but the fortune of war 
iBTtt'ise. The wing commanded by 
ig repulsed, the general resolved to 
self to his country, and to offer his 
( a^n atonement to save his army. 
ol peculiarity of this ceremony, Cftl- 
aake an impression on the multitudet 
lace in history. The consul, with n 
CaUcd on the Pontiff Valerius to ful- 
, and dictate to him the words of 
B. His soldiers, in profound atten- 
;ndL'd him. The pontiff commanded 
aside his military habit, and to put 
«, bordered with purple, which he 
e senate. Then, covering his head 
, he ordered him to raise his hand 
robe to his chin, and, standing on 
to pronounce these words ; " O 
ipiter, Mars, RomBlus, Bellona, ye 
gods! ye heroes who divell in 
and all ye gods who preside over us 
our enemies ; more particularly, ye 
leities ! I invoke you all ; I earnestly 
m to grant victory to us, and spread 
idst our enemies! I devote myself far 
e of Rome, for the anny, the legions. 
Hies of the Romans! and I devote at 
time, to the earth and infernal deities, 
f and auxiliaries of our enemies." 
After 
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After pronouncing tiiese words, he vaulted 4 
his horse, and rushed like lightning into d 
midst of the enemy. | 

The strange appearance of a man unanna 
and in a robe of oilice, surprising the enemy, j 
easily broke their lines, and penetrated to A 
centre ; but as it was observed thai he struck i 
all sides, like a mad man, covering the grouij 
Tjear him with dead, a Right arrows pierced luj 
pn every aide, and he fell on a heap of slain. 

In the mean time, the Roman army consitlq 
td his devoting himself in this manner as an i 
surance of success ; nor was the superstition J 
tiie Latins less powerfully influenced by his (I 
solution; in consequence a total rout began j 
ensue ; the Romans pressed them on every aS 
and so great was the carnage, that scarce 
fourth part of the enemy survived the defeat' 
This was the last battle of any consequence th) 
the Latins had with the Romans ; they wfl 
forced to sue for peace, and obtained it upon hai 
^ „ conditions. Two years after, their strWl 

yaa.' ^^ city, Pscdum, being taken, they wa 
brought into an entire submission to tl 
Roman power, and ceased to think of indepS 
dent rights. 

The Samnites, however, were still uneo 
quered. Although an Insecure peace hadbel 
made with them some time before, neitb 
side seemed long inclined Co preserve it. The 
giving assistance to the Canipanians, who hi 
fiirmerly begged the protection of the Romai 
against them, and now entreating theirs agiun 

■ Tbit battle vat lasght it the lixt of MouM Vesa*b 
v.hencc it appon that the Kbduii] almdj bcgiik to acta 
dABoec fram the ciptul. 

Roil 
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, war, which, though inter- 
idby various treaties and suspensions, was to 
aly with ilic ruin of the Samnites. For some 
t^ indeed, the fate of eitlier nation seenieJ 
Main ; for tliough the Samnites vere in ^e- 
ll worsted, a signal disgrace which the Ro- 
ll lusiained about tliis time made a pause in 
Ir tisual good fortune, and wholly turned tlie 
nle for a while in the enemy's favour. Tlie 
Ware having refused the Samnites equal and 
Bionable terms of accommodation, Pontius, 
leir general, was resolved to gain by stratagem 
hat he had frequently lost by force. Accord- 
«;ly, leading his army into a defile, called 
nudium, and taking possession of all its out- 
jM, he sent ten of his soldiers, habited like 
Uierds, with directions to throw themselves 
Otewayofthe Romans. Exactly to his wishes, 
e Roman consul met tliem, and taking them 
r what they appeared, demanded the route die 
imnite army had taken : they, with seeming 
difiference, replied, that they were gone to 
Qceria, a town in Apulia, and were tlien ac- 
lally besieging it. The Roman general, not 
ispecting the stratagem that was laid for 
m, marched directly by the shortest road, 
hich lay through the occupied defiles, to relieve 
e city ; and was not undeceived, till he saw 
s army surrounded, and blocked up on every 
le. So completely were they hemmed in, 
that the Gods themselves," says Livy, "could 
not have delivered them without a miracle." 
lie Samnites having thus got the Roman army 
lotly in their power, immediately dispatched 
euengcrt to Herennius, their general's father, 
r immictions how to proceed. The old crafty 
» SAHinitv 
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Samnite, who knew the dispo^tion of tl 
mansy and that a fierce enemy was eithei 
entirely vanquished, or entirely won, a 
his son indiscriminately to put them all 
sword, or to dismiss them without shame 
jury ; urging at the same time, that one o 
two ways was absolutely necessary; tb 
might incapacitate them from fiitore annc 
the last would lay tliem under an etema 
of obligation. This counsel, though thi 
prudent that could be imagined, was r 
by the general ; and a middle course was 
ed, which only served to exasperate d 

mans, but not to subdue them. ] 
"^"j J obliged their army to pass under th 

after having stripped them of all hi 

^'^^- under garments : he then stipulate 

^ ' they should wholly quit the territ* 

the Samnites ; and that they should rcli 

adhere to the conditions of amity former. 

blished between the two nations *. 



* A little before this signal disgrace to the aims c 
an inconceivable frenzy had seized the Roman nutr 
induced them to form the horrible plot of poisoning t 
bands. Some authors reckon as many as three hue 
sixty, all women of distinction, who t«.ok pnit in it. 
mention only one hundri'd and Stventy, which is m 
but it is difficult to l)cllcve, that so mar.y wume 
ha\e united in such a crime. M;:nv ; T.ri»:i.*r.< pcriih 
ou: any suspicion of the c.inic, ti) p. i^ctL.te which, 
spirators had fixed on a time wh' n liv pl.i^ue n*ai' 
Yages, at Rome, to wliosc ditav-.fi;l \c:n.'m it lent i 
ancc. Tl.cy were, at Iciijitii, <^i^c a. !c\.: by a^lave 
of l!;cm surpii^cd by ll.c i'- r.-ii'.N in tii;. \c-.y at: of 
the j>jiSoncd bcvcrajje, whicli w..- t-^ lid th.m o! 
maining husband-i. Thvy ticcl.irt.<i i!'.c:n to vr v,r.'v 
^i'epar.itionSj of ^alataiy cfficacy ; but Icin^ oideier 
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I Romans irere constrained to ^bmii to 

s tn!;Lt;, and marrhed into Ca- 

nvd, half naked, and burning witJi a 

I of retrieving their lost honouJ. When 

raiy arrived nt Rome, the whole city «-as 

I d^tpljr afflicted at th«r shameful mum. 

g but fury and revenue appeared on every 

ivhile the connils, wlio were the onfortu- 

Utruments of their dis^Tsce, rcftised to 

• abroad, or to pertorm the necessary 

RS of lb«r office. A dictator m-as chosen, 

Aving no opportunity of acting, laid down 

'■» ; and the state continued for some time 

; mj saprome magistrate at its bead, the 

ebring sunk in a torpid indifference; which 

t afterwards relieved by grief and resentment, 

■miming and rage. 

The calamiij w-as se»-erely felt, but its effects 

inof of them on ihemitltw, tdfv htiitiird, »nd ilcminciof 
> timfrtenc* fint wiib tht rcn of tbeir McocnplHt'.. il^y 
Ank lOE'tix^ o( '^ i*^' <°F >^>^ tipiinL Ttac RoniUis 
bsknl oo Ihii tu be the cflen ai lume mni(iniiui spini, ui 
ikbid of nil iaitwbieh influoictd (bcw wmdcii. anddc'ui^d 
Ann tjc RpiaM[7 Mcritnt. But a it dm posiii k hi iirnci 
■f igmaanet ind luptnlitkni, like thtot i* wbKb »; n^w 
•riK, ihiiihe mijiiTsrei ^h< mo ttfj hilki ij ihe anu. 
ndeo ? The women faid nadwkehiB (lui of xLiuKltCt'n^ 
licit ciimii or dttnt ng Ibeir muluie. Th<; woujo, iia- 
donludly, h*ve pce(eii;d the bitCE, if cDOia of i^c ic^o^ 
cnci el the oi>«|. .'Titian. But th.'te pcnou which vrrc in- 
tsidal fix Tbe diteuid. when rect. ncd m^o b ilthy a.-i un- 
ptepamd bodiet, oii^bt piuibi; b.comc mlly i ^iv. [fk 
them, ind dcitiLiy hai!i th.it htvQui avltbeu bvet. 1.. -.. .i 
ciK [he huibindi we.-e mca jurliy. Thii rujj-^,:..n i: 
nErlir much nK<e <:»nfarnut4e la ihe fe<ei<cd clu:^ ;i: -i v^ j 
Ranua nutnm. lu rrkbnied fx their wudun j^.d nd.lity^ 
tW pnrilj (/ Iheii TBcnlii and ita 
ncdWoAMbftL 
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were only transitory. The state ha 
diminution of its glory, but not of i 
only sought an opportunity of bres 
pact» which the army had made me 
pulsion ; and the two consuls who 
into this treaty offered themselves u 
myt as being the only persons tl: 
called to account. But Pontius, w 
served, that the lives of two men 
equivalent for those of an army, r 
ceive the forfeit, and sent them 1 
exclaiming at the perfidy of Rom 
was now, therefore, renewed, and 
being overthrown in several battles, 
made them submit to the same i: 
they themselves had su£Rnred bef( 
successes produced a truce, whic 
pired, the war 'was carried on, a 
many years ; the power of the San 
ing every day, while the Romans g 
vigour from every victory. Under 
or Papyrius Cursor, who was at di 
consul and dictator, a succession 
was gained. Fabius Maximus also 
considerable share in the glor}- ol 
the Samnites,and has eternized his 
rare union of valour, coolness, an 
while Decius, the son of that Dei 
voted himself for his couniry, aboi 
before, followed the illustrious ex; 
father, and, rushing iv.io the niids 
my, saved the lives of his cour.tr} : 
loss of his own. Examples ot thi: 
of the purest disinterestedness, weic 
rare. On one occasion the Sanir 
dors having waited on the famous 



r 
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dikft hti interference i.i fjvoor of Uieir 
fbond faim Kated on u ticxil by bu 
naking a repast on simple roots. His 
,cy of cunditioo tempted tbcm to offer 
jribe ( hut ttw Roman viewing it with 
^c, exclaimed, " Carry back your %fA6,, 
rertyi no doubt, gave you hopes of cor- 
; me ; but I prder the comnmiuling t>i 
aito possess ricbcs to being rich myH-'lf." 
I this spirit of independence that raised iLc 
m name, ^nd ciiend^ed its power : it wat 
Abounded devotion to [lie interests of tlieir 
uyt iha: made the Samnites an unequal 
i for the arms of Rome, it may seem in- 
i ara.11^, how they could so lon^ continue 
■lake bead against such a powerful foe; but 
must consider, that they were aided by ^ 
little states round them, who were eitlier at- 
hed to tJitm by interest, or united by a jea- 
jsy or Roir.e'a grov.ing greatness. Thus the 
Uentines, the LucaTii, tlie Thurini, and all 
e southern s:ates of Italy, by turns, sent assist- 
ice, which for a while checked ihe progress of 
e conquerors. But Jieir stop was of short du- 
tion i boili they, and the Samnitss, after re- 
sted defeats, saw ihemselves, zx last, stripped 
their cities, and tlie greatest pait of tfieir 
Untry; they found thcmxelves, at tlie end o- 
e war, quite exhausted; near two bundrui 
ousanj c^ their bravest men kilted in battli 
id the remainder utterly unable to makt, he;i 
gainst the conquerors. In this distress, as t) 
alian states were unable to defend tbemsL-Ivi 
ey were obliged to call in the assistance uf 
reign power, 4n(l have recourse to Pyrrlius 
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king of Epinis, to save them from in]p»ni£B| 

This prince, possessed of vast couragCi arabi 
tion, and power, had always kept the examd 
of Alexander, his great predecessor, before n 
eyes : he was reckoned the most otperienced ff 
neral of his time, and commanded a body < 
troops, then supposed to be the best discipliw 
in the world. The Romans, therefore, were I 
longer to combat with a tumultuary force, rai* 
in times of esigence, and depending on the 
courage alone for victory : they were now to a 
pose an army levied amongst the most pollib 
people then existing, formed tinder the greatt 
generals, and led on by a commander of ca 
firmed merit. Pyrrhus was no sooner appU 
to for succour by the Tarentines, who, in d 
name of all the declining states of Itdly, «■ 
jured him to save them from the threatening iS 
tress, than he readily promised to come to tbci 
assistance. In the mean time he dispatched oM 
a body of three thousand men, under the cofl 
mand of Cineas, an experienced soldier, and 
scholar of the great orator Demosthenes. Nl 
did he himself remain long before be put toil 
with three thousand horse, twenty thaiui( 
foot, and twenty elephants, in which the eel 
manders of that lime began to place very gni 
confidence. However, only a small part y. (,1 
of this great armament arrived in Italy j7i, , 
with him; for many of his ships were 
dispersed, and some were totally lost in « 

Upon his arrival at Tarentnm, his first ca» 
iva; to reform the people he came to sucwh*'. 
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_ a total dissolution of manners in 
luiturious city, and that the inhabitants were 
iicr occupied with the pleasures of batliing, 
ningi and dfincing, tlian the care of preparing 
war, he gave orders to have all their places 
public entertainment shut up, and that they 
duld be restrained in all such amuseniL'ncs as 
Bdcred soldiers effeminate. He attempted to 
(press their licentious manner of treating their 
jvemors, and even summoned some, who had 
mtioncd his own name with ridiculei to appear 
fore him. Nevertlieless, he was prevented 
Dm punishing them by their ingenuous manner 
" confessing the charge. " Yes," cried they, 
wo have spoken all this against you, and we 
would have said still more, but that our wine 
was out." But though he forgave them with 
imile, he took tlie most prudent precautions to 
"piard himself against dieir well-known insince- 
rity ; sending his son out of the city, and remov- 
ing all those he suspected to be most forward to 
promoie sedition. 

Meanw liile, the Romans did all diat prudence 
could suggest, to oppose so foiraidable iin ene- 
my; and the consul Livinua was sent with a. 
Bumerous army to interrupt his progress. Wliere- 
fore Pyrrhus, tlioogh his whole army was not 
■yet arrived, prepared to meet him ; but pre- 
viously sent an ambassador, desiring to be 
ptmitted to mediate between the Romans and 
the people of Tarentum. To this, Lsevinus re- 
tmned for answer, that be neither valued bim 
u a mediator, nor feared him as an enemy ; 
»nd then leading the ambassador tlirongh llie 
Iwnan camp, desired him to observe liiligentljt- 
wliat he saw, ;ind report the result to }• 
"iSMcr. V* 



the river Lylis. ry***.^- 
careUil in directing the situation or **»- 
camp, and in observing that of the enemy. I 
was there, that walking along die banks of thi 
river, and surveying the Roman metliod of en 
camping, " These barbarians*," cried h«! 
turning to one of his favourites, ^* seem to m 
" but little uncivilised ; and, I fear, we shal 
" too soon find their actions equal to their reso 
** lution." In the mean time, ordering a bodj 
of men along the banks of the river, he placed 
them in readmess to oppose the Romans, in cafl 
they should attempt to ford it before his wholi 
army was collected. Things turned out accord 
ing to his expectations ; the consul, with an im 
petuosity that marked his inexperience, c^ti 
orders for passing the river where it v/as ford 
able ; and tlie Epirean advanced-guard havin 
attempted to oppose him in vain, was obliged f 
retire to the main body of the army. Pyrrhi 
being apprised of the enemy's attempt, at fi 
Iioped to cut off their cavalry, before they coi 
be reinforced by tlie foot, which had not 
passed over, and led on in person a chosen h 
of horse against them. It was on tliis occas 
that he shewed himself equal to the great r« 
tation he had previously acquired : he was 
stanlly seen at die head of his men, leading i 
on with spirit, yet directing then) with « 
ness : at once perlbrming the office of a i^e 

• The Grctks consiiK-rcd all foreigners as l)nil>.-irianj 

lcii;tli i'( time the Kuin.iiis v piid the iamv i iccidcnl, 
' * •^'^rin in the same icn»c. 



son 

mon soldier, he shewed 

d, joined to the 
'^He was chief! 7- conspicuous 
w his air, and the richness oi' 
bat wherever he appeared, there 
Attle raged. In the midst of 
iis horse happening to he killed, 
to change armour with one ol' 
nd removL' to another part of 
equired his immediate presence. 
Roman knights, mistaking the 
t for the king himself, directed 
ts that way, and at last slew 
his armour to the consuL The 
jad througli both armies, that 
n, the Greeks were struck with 
and the Romans began to as- 
rf victory. But Pyrrhus in the 
bareheaded in the van, and re- 
3ut, that he was alive and safe, 
diers witli new vigour. At 
ji legions having all crossed the 
ment was become general : the 
ith a consciousness of their for- 
the Romans with a desire of 
•ry. — Mankind had never before 
ifFerenily disciplined armies op- 
ler ; nor is it to this day deter- 
at that time, the Greek ^a- 
an legion were preferable. The 
' in suspense ; the Romans had 
ilsed the enemy, and were as 
:k: themselves ; but, at lengthi 
;ss seemed doubtful, Pyrrtius 
lancs into the midst of the en- 
hese turned the scale of victory 



tely adopted it aj their own. 
I though defeated, were ttill un- 
. licy again began to uu; all n«cM- 
UffCtlCf to recruit their army, und to 
Ifcc conqncror, who, joined hy the 
_^n itHtet of Italy, was marchinff dtrettly 
Vdt Rome. However, he was «ill unwill* 
to drive the republic to an eitrcmiiy ; and 
B£ ihfy were making vast prepur4tioni| he 
tacred that it wa* the best oenud for trcstt- 
#Sth an ^icmy immediately after having 
Hd a victofT over tliem : iiccordingly he re- 
id to send nit friend Cineas, the ortttor, to 
fafie, and me all his do(|ucnce to induce 
k to peace. Flu had long reposed great con- 
(ce in the abilities and persuasive powers of 
Mholar of Dcntuithenes i and often aaierted, 
be had won more towns by the cloqiicnec of 
•f, than by his own arms. Tlic artful 
elan readily undertfMifc the embassy, and en- 
ig Rome, began his negociation, by at- 
pung to influence not only the senators, but 
their wives, by presents, which he pretended 
t sent them by his master. This, however, 
the age of Roman virtue ; the senators re- 
1 to accept these bounties, which they con- 
red as bribes to betray their country; and 
women were not inferior to their husbands 
noble disinterestedness. They unanimously 
red him to restore to his master those ai- 
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lurements to txeason ; adding, that they wmII 
then onlj accept his presents ivhen the setu) 
had considered whether ihey ihoiild accepi li 
friendship. j 

Never was there a time, in the history of ttl 
nation, in which all the military and patrioil 
virtues shone with greater histre than now i 
Rome. The senators having by a late law, i 
has been related, reduced uieix fortunes mot 
nearly to a level with those of the people, be^ 
to seek distinction from virtue only, and desptsa 
those riches which could not be increased to sad 
a de^ee as to place then) at a distance (rom tb 
vulgar. Thus Cineas, after exhausting all h 
artifice, and finding the Romans incapable I 
being seduced, either by bribery or private pa 
suasion, changed his mode of attack, and pn 
ceeded to request an introduction to an audtoil 
of [he senate. Being admitted, he began. If 
extolling his master's courage ajid clemencj 
his desire of piatronising the brave, and his pa 
ticular esteem for the Romans. He pn>ceeill 
to inculcate the blessings of peace, and the ban 
opportunity the senate then had of restoring I 
He odered, in his master's name, to retura 1 
ihat had been btely taken in battle, wiibcN 
ransom ; to give assistance to the Romans t 
any future occasion ; and all that he asked i 
return, was their alliance and friendship, togi 
tlier with permission to have the Tarentines ■ 
cluik-d in the treaty. These offcrs, and 
more the orator's eloquence, appeared to a 
the whole assembly ; ageneral inclination see 
to prevail in favour of the king's proposal^ 
a peace was confidently talked of in crery 
of the city. In this juncture, Appios Can 



Mrho WHR grown blind with age, 
Ht^drawn from pulilic biuinout 
Lto be curried into tliu htiuw in 
pirprUc of seeing this vimenible 
• Kiute aenin, xnd a scnw of tht 
d diiplayed in surmounting niimo 
b benire he cimid appear, awed 
nnbly into !iilcuc« and attention. 
," cried he, rai&ing himself from 
wnsidcrcd my blindness and my 
I evils t [ Buppuned that Heaven 
ilbg to puniiJi the lutter pure of 
be faults 1 had committed when 
bad repaid a youth of folly with 
KHi. But nnw, conscript fathers, 
l»TC been peculinrly indulged ia 
mtidered as calamiiieg, since my 
binden me from seeing the dis- 
ly country. Nay, might I be in* 
h, it should be lor deafness alsoi 
)ould no longer hear of what must 
idignation in the breast of every 
nan. How different are yon now 
ou wore some years ago! Alex- 
1 the world has called Great, was 

nodiiug in Komc ; we then iini- 
bed his conquests not to his va- 

his fortune. You then wished 
of war might have brought him 
ily to sliL'w the woilJ your own 
wss. But how are you fallen at 
I then wished to combat with the 
Greece, and now you fear to en- 

those states which he actually 

You desired to cope with Alex* 

et you refuse to meet one who 

T » ha* 
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" tive, eitlier boldly to meet PyrrHus n* , 

<' or be content to suffer all the contempt tl 
" neighbouring states of Italy shall throw upi 
" us ; and thus, by endeavouring to avoid oi 
<< war, engage ourselves in a hundred." Tl 
speech was received with universal approbatioi 
the assembly caught the ardour of patriotii 
from this veteran though rude speaker, and ti 
smooth orations of Cineas lost the impressi( 
they had made. Being therefore unable to mal 
any progress in his embassy, he was dismiss 
with an answer, intimating, that Pyrrhus mo 
inithdraw his forces from Italy, before the sena 
would treat with him on the subject of peace. 
Cineas being thus frustrated in his expect 
tions, returned to his master, extolling b<^ t 
virtues and the grandeur of the Romans. ** 7 
** senate,** said he, « appeared a reverend assexn 
" of demi-gods ; and the city, a temple for t^ 
" reception." Of this, Pyrrhus soon after 
came sensible, by an embassy fn)m Rome, 
coming the ransom and exchange of priso 
At the head of this venerable deputation 
Fiibricius, an ancient senator, who had 
l>een a pattern to his countrymen of the 
abject poverty, joined to the most cheerfu 
tent. This practical philosopher, who ha 
formerly consul, and was now the ambs 
of Rome, had no other plate furniture 
bouse, than a small cup, the bottom > 
whicli was of horn. His daughters being 
fortunes, tlie senate generously portion* 
»^'« frreifcsury. When the t 



Af offered him rich prcscntii, Iil- re- 
M^ Myiiigi tliMt he wu iilrciidy opu- 
Hiatl Ivamed ihe art of leueniiig hi< 
BMRnioin}; hit nppi'titcs. 
■ rec«ivcU this cimtcntcil veteran with 
Pbvntion t And willing; to try hiiw fur 
% been Ju« in his favour, offered him 
ffaiabla present); which, liowevor, tlie 
HftiixtA. Tlie duy aXtur, he wan dexii^ 
Mtving hiK equauiinitv, and ordered one 
^hanta to be placed (whind the tapoiiry, 
apon ii lif^nal uiven, mined iti trunk 
I amhHHudnr'i neiid> ut the lame time 
tm threiiiening miitiotiii. But Fabri- 
th an unchanged countenance, imil«d 
I kinf; ; ohscrviiif;, thuC he looked witli 

eye on the terror* of thii day, » he 
n the allurementi of the preceding.— 
I pleated to find so much virtue in one 
« hud considered as a barburian, was 



them, whomever lie ilnnij-lii jimju-i. 
toman iirmy having recovered fi'om its 
nit, Kiilpicius and Decius, the consul, 
mediately pluced at its head. The paiiic 
ad formerly suizud tlie soldiers from the 

the elephants now began to wear off i 
genumls, with gieat assiduity, apfilied 
/e* to imitate tlu; discipline of Pjrrlius, 

Grecian mcthoil of encampment. It 

pting tlie warlike improvements of other 

that they ultimately learned tlie art of 

T 2 bccoRuna 
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mg invincible. Both armies met neai 
.senium, and both were nearly equs 
ers, bein? about forty thousand str 
ius found himself incomjnoded by a wi 
:ry, that prevented his phalanx and 
its from acting with the same efiect a 
plain ; he thefore continued for some < 
icr upon the defensive, until night shi 
c him an opportunity to make a more 
itaq;eous disposition. The next mominj 
jse^ a detachment of his cavalry to pa 
cmselvcs of the upper grounds, and thus f 
e enemy into the plain ; which, when they 
iccessfuUy effected, he brought down his 
ihants into the hottest part of the fight, 
nixing his slin?ers and archers among th 
formed a body mat appeared almost irresisti! 
and from local circumstances the battle bee. 
close and general. The Roman legions at 
were unable to pierce the Greek pnalanx ; 
becoming careless of their own lives, a dcsp 
slaughter ensued on both sides. After ;? 
and obstinate fight, however, the Grecia 
cipline prevailed ; and the Romans, being f 
on every side, particularly by the elepliant 
obliged to retire to their camp, leaving si 
sand men dead upon the field of battle 
enemy likewise lost four thousand of t) 
men, and tlioroforc had little reason 
of the event of tlie battle. Indeed, P)* 
plied t(^ one of his soldiers, who was < 
lating him upon his victory, " One sue! 
" more, and I sliall be undone/* No 
asserti<Mi made witliout reason ; as, by 
iho greatest part of those forces, whi' 
lowed liini from home, were destroy- 



fchut who was made coiuui 
1 the Romans, by no mesuu 
former defeats. While the 
m approachino;, and only at a 
; from each ouier, a letter was 
oriciiu from the king's physi-tian. 
It for a proper reward he would 
•r off by poison, and thus rid the 
powernil enemy and a dangerous 
us felt, at this base proposal, all the 
,iation that was conustent with his 
aiess of mind, and sense of moral 



le communicated it to hi* colleaj 
-7 gave his opinion, that Pyi 
formed of the treachery that 



>lleague, 
Pyirlms 



jainst him. Accordingly letters were 
or that purpose, informing Pyrrhus 
T, and lamenting his unfortunate 
riends and enemies : that he had 
"■* murderers, while he di, 
— "-nus and 



^ 
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" of honour." Then malcing die prnp 
amongst his servants ^^^ having diKO 
tnason, he Cfrdered his physician to be 
However, not to be outdone in inagnai 
immediately sent to Roooe all hit pHsoi 
out mnsonii and again desired to iM 
peace. The Romans, on the other hxn< 
to enter into a negociation, but upon 
conditions tbey haJ offered before, ani 
as mauj of the Samnitei and Tare 
equalled the Dumber of ibe prisonen 
received. The Roman obuinacr i 
Pyrrhus ; he appeared dirided berw* 
and necessity, his circumstances oblige 
some measure, to discomiQue the war, 
honour vras hurt in bang compelled t 
unfinished. An invitation ftom the 
begging relief against the Cathagini 
possessed their islaud, and treated tber 
relieved him IVom this cruel embar 
This expedition promised morerrward 
labour j and such were the chief obie« 
miiilan' advpntiirer's aiiemion. He 
placed a garrison in Tarentttm, mud 
the tncli nation of the tnhalMtaiiii ; and t 
ing his friend Cineas before him, feDc 
all the reft of his forces to the relief c4 
The Samnites and Tarentines being 
to the mercy of the Romans, did i 
though in vain, to solicit him, with 
earnest supphcations, to return to tht 
tion. Pyrrhus, whom his successes in ! 
for some time made deaf to their entrei 
however, after a lapse of two years, in 
had acquired victories rather splendid 
ful, glad to have a specious preteit to 1 
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|^-m> he had formerly left Italy. He, there- 
■ li some difficulty, once more returned w 
t [he head of twenty thousand foot 
« thousand horse. The Romans, though 
led by BO formidable a power as that of Pyr- 
l^had not yet fbrgoctcn tiie ancient animosity 
teen die orders of the state ; and upon a 
■ being set forward to form an army to op- 
! him, many of the people refused to inlist. 
irder to repress a sedition which menaced the 
r destroetinn of the empire, the consuls re- 
ed to act with spirit, and accordingly com- 
ided that the names of the citizens should he 
VD by lot J and that he who first refused to 
I the field, should be said as n slave. This 
;ly severity had its efiect, and evar afterwards 
ly man refiised to inlist when called upon, he 

iiwtantly treated by the consuls in a similar 
incr. Having tlius raised a sufficient bndy 
orces, the consuls divided their army into two 
:s, and marched into the enemy's country ; 

into Lucania, and the other among the 
inites. 

'yrrhus, having increased his army by new 
es, and being informed of this anangemont, 
ded liis forces also, and sent one part to nji- 
: the march of Lentulus, while he himsell 
It to attack Curius Dentatus, before his col- 
^e could come up. His principal aim was 
urprise the enemy by night ; but his march 
g through woods, and his lights faihng him, 
men lost their way j so that at the approach 
noming, they saw themselves in sight of ihe 
nan camp, with the enemy drawn out ready 
eceive them. The vanguard of both armii"; 
1 met, in which tlie Romans had the ad- 
vantage 
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vantage. Soon after a genera! engagemtm rt 
Kued, when Pyrrhus finding the balance of thi 
viflory turning still against him, had once mo 
recourse to his elephants. With tticsct bowevt 
the Romans were then too well acquainted I 
feel any vain terrors from their appearance ; ai 
having found that fire was the most eSectu 
means to repel them, they caused a number _ 
balls to be made, composed of flax and tch| 
which, being kindled, were thrown amongst iha 
as diey approached the ranks. The elephanfi 
thus rendered furious by the flame, and as boldl 
opposed by the soldiers, could no longer " 
brought to act j but fell back upon their oi 
army, bearing down the ranks, and filling > 
places with terror and confusion. Thus, after 
long struggle, victoiy declared in favour 
Rome. Pyrrhus, in vain, attempted to stop \ 
flight and the slaughter of his troops ; he 1 
not only twenty-three thousand of his best sO 
diers, but his camp was also taken. The ocCV 
pation of this furnished a new lesson to the Ra 
mans, who were ever open to improvemeni 
they had formerly pitched their tents withoi 
order ; but by the example before them, tfuj 
were taught to measure out their ground, ar 
fortify the whole with a trench ; so that manr 
their succeeding victories are to be ascribed 
their improved method of castrametalion. 

Notwithstanding such a signal and n« 
pcctcd defeat, Ppxhus bore his loss widi u* 
broken coura^ ; bi^ first c^re was to secuitl 
retreat, and then to keep up the spirits of bi' 
allies, with promises of better success for the tin 
lure. This he did till he had tried the UDW* 
of « hat his interest could effect to furni^ W 
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H|^ campaign. However, finding all hope* 
K froilleu, lie resolved to leave Italy, where 
Kod only resolute enemies and faiddess al> 
|P Accordingly, calling together the Taren- 
A he informed them, that he had received 
Knees from Greece, of speedy asEistance, 
hdniring them to wait the event with 
iqniUity ! the night following embark- A. C. 
his troops, he bade an eternal adieu 
taly, leaving a garrison at Tarentum j. q_ 
■ely to save appearances, and to keep 4H3. 
allies from despair*. 

a this manner ended the war with Pyrrhu;, 
r sii years' continuance ; through the whole 
vhtch, we find the Romans acting a nobler 
: than in any former period, endeavouring to 
the politeness of Greece to the virtuous au- 
ity of their native manners. A spirit of fru- 
ty, contempt of wealth, and virtuous emu- 
m, had spread itself over the whole senate. 
ricius not only brought poverty into fashion 
lis example, but punished all apptroaches to 
iry, by his authory as a magistrate. So 
tly were the sumptuary laws enforced by this 
It man, when censor, that Ruffinus, who had 
I twice a consul and once dictator, was ex- 
td from the senate, and had a mark of in- 
y put upon his name, for no other offence 
I being possessed of ten pounds of silver platM 
the use of his table. By this love oj^JQ^ 
ince, and these si 



WiT tKmii (o huve been ihe i,a<k of Pyr* 
liny hcioic ichicvcmcnK, he wai kim*- 
ikrnr i tile on his had from Ihc top of ^ 
ittcmpting (0 take Arfof, I 
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inilititliials were poor, the public vai rich ; tl 
number of citizens also was tncicasnl to abw 
tuo hundred thousand men, capaUe of bearii 
arms ; and the fame of the Romant was so £ 
extended, that Ptolcmf PhUa<klphiu, Idng 
£.^ypt, tent umbtssadon to congratulate thi 
success, and to solicit their alliance. 

As for tlie efTeininate Tarentines, who we 
the original promoter of this war, they soon t 
g;tn to etperience a worse enemy in the ganiM 
thut was left for their defence, than in the ft 
mans, who attacked them from without. T 
enmity between them and Milo, who tt% 
manded their citadel for Pj-rrhus, was hectm 
so gre-itt, that notliing but the fear of theiri 
veterate foes at Rome, could equal it. tn d 
distress they applied to the Carthag;)niai)s, M 
with a large Heet blocked up the port of T 
rennim ; so that this unfortunate pieople, ofl 
fiimous through Italy, for the elegance of ill 
taste, and the rcAnement of their pleasures, a 
saw themselves contended for by three diScn 
armies, without the choice of a conqueror, j 
Iimgth, however, the Romans found meut 
bring over the earrison to their interest ; at 
which they easily became masters of the tj 
and demolished its walls, granting the iohabiM 
liberty and protection uudcr their own powfl 
auspices. 
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fm He ConmencaHrnt tii the Fjid of tkejirsl 
huuc War, take* iht Ilwnaiu began In ac'iuiii: a 
marUimc Force. 

DON alter the fall of Tarcntum, Rome be- 
came mistress of iill the countries in Italy, 
im the remotest part of Etruria to the Ionian 
I, an-i from the Tyrrheniiin to the Adrintic. 
It it sliould be observed, thm though all the 
Terent states in that track lost their ind»- 
tuJence, they did not all enjoy the same pri- 
eges ; some were entirely subjected to the 
mian Uws ; others were allowed to live under 
t origiiul institutions ; and some were tribu- 
ry, and others allies. Some again enjoyed all 
c privileges of denizens of Rome j and oijiers 
ere admitted to a richt of suSr^^ in the clec* 
ms of the Campus Martius. TTiose diffcnnt 
;grecs of honour, privileges, and liberty) wen; 
landed on the dJiFerent terms granted to the 
Snquercd, npon their surrender; and were ;if- 
nivards modihcd or incfL'ascd, according lo 
leir fidelity, and the services they renilered ihe 
raublic of Rome, to whicli they had pr.nniicd 
llegiance. 

Not satisfied, however, witli subjugatiLig the 
irrounding nations, the victory over I'yrihiis 
M only gave the Romans reputation al)r<>«il, 
at kindled an ambition for foreign conquC'its. 
T)ey began also to know, thougli not yet to 
ractise, the refiBemencs of the Greeks and 'I'a- 
reniinci, , 
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their growing numbers wtc. > 
were obliged to be imported from lorei^^ . 
tions. 0? these, Sicily sent by far the greati 
proportion ; so that the people began secretly 
wish for the possession of a country, which n 
for some time served as the granary of Rome. 
To minds predisposed for conquests, ai 
A. C. backed by power, a pretext to commen 
233. ^ar is seldom wanting. The Carthaginia 
^ Q were at that time in possession of t 
493. greatest part of Sicily, and, like the B 
mans, only wanted an opportunity 
embroiling the natives, in order to become r 
sters of the whole island. This opportunity v 
offered. Hiero, king of Syracuse, one of 
states of the island as yet unconquered, entre; 
their aid against the Mamertines, a small i 
pendent district of the same country ; and 
promptly sent him supplies both by land 
sea. The Mamertines, on the other bar 
ward off impending ruin, put themselves 
tlie protection of Rome. The Romanf 
' -- 'licrnify the Mamertines with the 
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fleet, or, as some will have it, a raft of 
, wafted over a small body of forces intc 

! where victory, as usual, was still attends 

., .} the Roman eagles. A league made wit! 

jl* ' king of Syracuse, soon after the consul's 

f I began to inspire the invaders with hop 

K ,.' peuing the Carthaginians from the isla 

}';i becoming masters of it in their turn. 

' i an unsurmountable obstacle was opposec 

I I ambitious views : they had no fleet, or 

scarcely any thin^ which deserved th: 
while the Carthaginians, being masters c 
powerful one, had the entire command 
and awed all the maritime towns into ob 
To obviate this difficulty, sufficient in 
intimidate less resolute minds, the Romai 
to apply themselves to maritime aflaii 
though without shipwrights to build, or 
to navigate a fleet, they pursiied thei 
with inflexible perseverance. A Card 
vessel happening to be driven ashore in 
the model was sufficient to give the 
hopes of building vessels, that mieht 
control the long-established nav^ p* 
their rival. Accordingly, they diligc 
about imitating this ship, and on the sa 
built a hundred and t^-enty vessels, wit 
ing expedition. But now, although t 
obtained something like a fleet, they still 
sailors to navigate it. The Romans be 
up to husbaudr)- or war, were perfect 
rant of maritime aff\urs ; and tlie neigl 
states, whom they had lately conquert 
either unwilling to emb;irk, or not to 1 
on. In this exigence, they first taught t 
to row upon land, instructing tlieni in t 
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air or engsgine, as well as circnmstaticct 
K permit, ana leaving it to their iMlive 
* to do the rest. 

Wi this nevlf -construe ted armament, tlic 
id Duillius ventured to sea; but he loon 
i Am the enemy was every way superior in 
tof sailing, and bnng,ing their vessels into 
ii. However, the indefatigable spirit of the 
was was not to be subdued ; he found out a 
idy even here, for the improvement of his 
Uions, by inventing an instrument, which, 
t an impulse of two ships, kept them both 
pled together ; so that neither could scpa- 
until the victory was decided. By thii 
tod, a naval engagement became more like 
Rt land, T.vhich gave the Romans the ad- 
mt for when the two rival fleets met, 
EfirthaginianB lo« fifty of their ships, to- 
a with the undisturbed sovereignty of the 
which tlicy v;dued nv.irc, 'I'liCHr suli'i'^sls 

: SO unexpected by the senate, that Duillius 
admiral was honoured with a sii^al 
aphj and to perpetuate the memory of his 
•ry, a band of music was appointed to at- 
him at supper *, 

. the mean time, a conflict was carried on 
md in Sicily with various success j the Ro- 
s, and their enemies, alternately gaining the 
ntage. But the conduct of both nations 
ig the continuance of this war was mani- 
r different. The Carthaginians appeared 
y» murmuring :igainst their generals and 

VhHc Duilliut Tcceivcd luch miikB of tegird F'om hSi 
il cmintry, Annibal, the C>Tihii:ini:inidiniiil, hid •ome 
lif ia ciuping wiLh life, for luH'eiinj himicli' U be ile- 
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p;irt of the \v:ir in Sicii), . 
duct and courage (if the consul ivc^. 
subdued ihc ishmds Lipura and ^IL■1 
Malta. The city of Agrigentiim in Sii 
of Albcria in Corsica, were now also at 
tlie dominions of Rome. 

But these trifling successes were by i 
sufficient to gratify the sanguine exj^cc! 
• the people ; for thoui»h the Carthagin 

suffered occasional defeat*:, yet they : 
> tinned the most powerful, and sent in 

J to the island at pleasure, llic concpu 

fore of Sicily was only to be obtained 
4 hling the power of Carthage at hom< 

i this view the senate resolved to carry 

into Africa ; and accordingly they sent 
and Manlius, with a fleet of three hun 
to make the invasion. Regulus was 
the most consummate \%-arriour that R 
llien produce ; he was a professed ( 
fnigal severity, but less austere to * 
to himself; he only reprehended f 
which he would have died rather th;i 
mitted : but his patriotism was gre 
temperance ; and all the private p 
ed extinguished in him, or they wer 
ed up in one great ruling affectio 
liis country. As if he had a presi 
ever, of his misfortunes, it was 
ficulty he accepted this last co 
^'^ wrote to the senate in the 



i 



W BOMB. 331 

■koue : " A day-labourer, taking 
■T Ac death of the farmer who 
J^ itmountlng to six acres, has rnb- 
lOy impkinents of husbandry, and 
presence is therefore necessary for 
Son of it) without which I cannot 
lintaia my wife and children." The 
idiately obviated tliis difficulty, by 
tuge of his domestic concerns on 
ind ordered Rej,ulus to continue 
1. Accordingly, the two generals 
tfacir fleet, which was the greatest 
T yet left an Italian port, carrying 
md forty thousand men. They 
f the Carthaginians, with a fleet 
and men better used to naval af- 
e the 6ght continued rather be- 
ps than the men, the Carthaginians 
iTe the superiority : but wlien the 
e to grapple with tliem, the difler- 

a mercenary army, and one tliat 
tne, was apparent. The resolution 
ns was crowned with success ; the 
. was dispersed, and fifty-four of 

taken. The consequence of this 
in immediate descent upon ^ q 

Africa, and the capture ot 345'. 

pea; together with twenty 

1 who were made prisoners j^j' 

being informed of tliese great sue- 
iplied to for new instructions, com- 
lius back to Italy, in order to super- 
cilian war ; and directed that Re- 
continue in Africa, to prosecute x 
here ; but as his consulship was tx-m 
continued him tlieir general, undaV 

1 
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the title of Pro-consul, n, 
tion (if liis country, Kcgulus conlinueu 
cc sscs, and led liis forces along the banks of t 
rivLT 15:it(rad;i. Thi^rc, while he was waiti 
for the approach oi' llie Carthaginians, a si'rp 
oi' enormous si/.o attacked liis men as thcv wi 
for water, and tool; a position as if it intenc 
to guard the hanks of the river. It was 
liiindred and twenty i'eet long, with scales i 
penetr.ible to any weapon. Sonie of the bold 
troops at first went up to oppose its fury, 1 
they soon fell victims to their rashness, bci 
either killed by its devouring jaws, or crushed 
pieces by the volumes of its tail. The ]K>i» 
ous va))our tliat issued from it is representeJ 
still more formidable ; and the men wen 
much tern lied at its ap]K*arance, that they as 
od, they would much more joyfully have f 
the whole Carthaginian army. Tor some 
it seemed uncertain which should remain n? 
of the river. At last, Regulus vas obli 
make use of the machines employed in 
ing down the walls of cities ; and, v. 
standing this, the ser]>ent for a long tin 
6l(K)d all his efforts, and destroyed nut 
^^•'i men ; but at length, a very lary 
^..n»r from an engine, hap 



Hjtmwhile, the Carthaginians iinding that the 
hmtn s were making rapid advances to their 
|ry capital, brought out a considerable army 
{impose them. A brittle ensued, in which Car- 
ing was once more defeated, and some of its 
Iplt troops were cut off. This tilled them with 
Hbstemation and dismay ; and more than eighty 
f their totvns immediately submitted to the Ro- 
tans. The Numidians, the ancient allies of 
fcCarthaginians, rose against them at the same 
bie, and combined to ravage the country. The 
tefiants, who fled on every side, flocked into 
artliage, as to the only place of refuge left, 
nd introduced misery and famine. In this scene 
iT -complicated distress, the Carthaginians, de- 
titutc of generals at home who had abilities to 
Iqiose the conqueror, were obliged to send to 
Iftccd^mon, offering the command of their 
TOiies to Xantippus, a general of great expe- 
ience, who undertook to conduct them. At 
le same time, tliey dispatched snme of die 
rincipal men of the state to Regulus to beg a 
eace. The Roman general had long wished to 
xminatc the war, and return to his native land. 
Lmidst iiis most splendid successes, he still 
inns to have anticipated tlie most melancholy 
werses. When the Carthaginians, therefore, 
Mt propos.-i!s of peace, he was very much in- 
lined to come to an accommodation j but in 
Mne measure considering himself as master of 
^uthage, he thought it was his duty to dictate 
beterms. These were, that the Carthaginians 
bouldgivc up the cities they were possestod nf in 
iicily and Sardini:i ; that they should deliver itp 
H their prisoners without reward, and at the 
Une time r;insom such as had been made liy y 
>e Romans. These and some simitar conditions 
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were offered; but the Carthaginians thv 
them too rigid, the treaty was broken off 
both sides resolutely prepared for war. 

By this time, Xantippus, the Lacedxm 
general, was arrived, and immediately set 
levying and disciplining men for the an 
was destined to command : he assured th 
gistrates, that their forces were hitherto 
thrown, not by the strength of the enem} 
the ignorance of their own generals ; he 
fore only required a ready obedience to his o 
and assured them of an easy victory. The 
city seemed once more revived m)m di 
dence, by the encouragements of this illus 
stranger ; and soon, from hope, grew inti 
fidence. This was the spirit uie Grecian g 
wished to inspire ; and when he saw then 
ripe for the engagement, he joyfully toe 
field. The forces on both sides were bi 
in number ; the Carthaginian army con: 
only of twelve thousand foot, and four the 
horse ; those of the Romans of about the 
or rather more, but all of them veterans. 

The first circumstance which alarmed 
lus, was to find the enemy alter the plan o 
encampment, and make a new choice 
ground. Tliey had hitherto preferred thi 
woody and nigged places, where tlieir c 
were embarrassed, and ilicir elephants i 
unserviceable ; thus sliewing a dispoMt 
secure tliemselves from attack rather than 
llie offensive. Tliey ncnv continually kept 
open country ; and so harassed tlie \ 
army, that at lenp^th Ke;^ulus\vas oblij^ed 
scend into the plain, and cross the river 1 
them battle. The LaceJa'nionl.m mai 
most skilful disposition of hii lorces; he 



mmtkntry i and, briuging up the liglu- 
FttOOpf before, ortlcr«d them ta retire 
'A the line of infantry, after they had di> 
id their weapons. 'Chh»/i*anwa.imjiterlf 
_bion, and proved uvfai to the Romant in 
Mtng engMgemcnu, tiiough it wai fatal to 
Mn Hit prciieDt. i'lir now both amiiet en* 
ir, after a lone and obiiinate resiitance the 
mi were oirmlirown wiili dreadful slau{;h- 
die greatot part of tJieir army being dc- 
■d, aiid Kegutnt himtelf taken ptisoner. 
Victory Ki great and unexpected filled the 
ifUuts of Carthage with ungovcmabla joy { 
could nerer sumciently satiny ihemtelvci 
glzing an the comjueror, tiiough h« wai 
luOl in itatiirCi &tu) of a very mean appear- 
But tlii> favourable dijpoiitttm WHt hut 
on cfmti nuance, fur *oon their admiration 
timed to envy. They could not bear to 
oa stronger that safety, which they wanted 
ies and virtue to procure for themselvt's. 
ippus, wlio kaew tlieir malignity, and who 
■ w;(s much elated with their fickle praise, 
lesirous of lessening tht-ir malevolence, Ity 
Lrin;; the cause : he therefore requested per- 
m to resign liis command, and desired n 
o convey him to hi« own country. Their 
titude on c]:is occasion, if historian) say 
w;is even moi-e disgraceful than their 
T jealousy and nuicour; for, preteili" 
miih him.wilh the most lionouraUeJ 
ice, the mariners had private 
' him and hii companions over 
lonour of obtaining so great 
i be ascribed to a stranger. Thus, 
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Punic faithhas been used to signify decc 
Punic reward express the basest ingrat 

Buty whatever was the fate of Xan 

affairs of the Carthaginians, for some 

on to improve, while those of Rome 

be declinmg. The remains of the Ro 

were besieged in Clypea, a city on d 

Africa, which Regulus had taken ; ai 

it was for a while relieved by means 

victory, under the conduct of ^niili 

yet they were ultimately obliged to ev 

place. Soon after the Romans lost t 

fleet in a storm ; and Agrigentum, 

cipal town in Sicily, was taken by Ka 

Carthaginian generaL The Romar 

characteristic perseverance, undertoo 

a new fleet, which also shared the 1 

former : the mariners, not yet acqu; 

the Mediterranean shores, drove it u 

sands ; and, soon iiftcr, the greatest ] 

ed in a storm. Thus frustrated in t 

attempt, for a while they gave up a 

rivalling the Cartliaginians at sea, a 

their attention to the conquest of Sic 

they in a great measure effected. 

Fourteen years of disastrous war 
the Carthaginian resources, and i 
shewed an inclination for peace, hop 
better terms than those insisted \i\ 
They tlierefcire resolved to send to l\ 
gociate this business, or at least to 
exchange of prisoners. For lliis pi 
supposed that Ro^^ulus, whom the 
for lour yc:irs kept in a dungeon, ; 
witli extreme severity, would be a • 
citor. It was hoped, th;it, Iwing 
imprisonment and bondage, lie wc 



Jpna pmuadc hin munTiymen to a dli> 
tBV or the Wiir, whkli nnlr pmlongod 

Ety. He wa« acc.r.linjjlv iwiit with 
HOdnri to Romr, but with ii promlM, 
\y waned from liim, to rctiim in cue 
; untuccMsful. Tn tliii he cniiKnteda 
nt on hii cmbaaty with a dotermination 

1 srrived ac the gatuc of Rome, Regului 
to entor them. " 1 iira." laid lie, " nd 
: a Rnman cilixen, but a Ciirthiiginiait 
: the UfaaU alwayt givfn iiiulicnce W 
;«rt without ihf gaiM." Hi* wife Mardt 
I) mvoC him, nnd prcunilvd lo him hU 
Idrcn ) but thii wretrlicd narent fiKcd hit 
the f^Dund, and rejerted tlieir careiiefc 
nate being HHcmlitrd, and Rsffului ad> 
into their iireiencc with the Cnttnairinian 
4(ini«, iliiis ;ul<lr.-suwl tli.-tn : ■' Cf.n'ii-ript 
1^, B »iave of the Carrtiaginiiins, I come 

jny masters to obtain a peace, or at 
an cxclunge of prisoners." He would 
tired during the debate ; the senate press- 
to remuin, out he refuted till ordered to 
y the ;i ml mi sudors. 

It the elders of the senate gave their 
, he Icepl hit eves nedfaatly down, till it 
I turn to ^iieak, wlien he thus began : 
ive at Ciirthagi.' | iit Rome I am free, and 
r I shall Kpealc." He then proceeded to 
t not the interest of the republic to make 

** The force* of Carthage," said he, 
xhatiited. You have been but once con- 
id, and that once through my fault, 
h fault Mcii'llus has nobly repaired : 
n the Carlliaginiims have lo often been 
n that ihey scarcely dare meet a Roman. 
"Theis 



now*- , A^ owl 

MS . „ so «»»"^ ii,„ ire il« 

„ri««l'to^j,i,eir.<o" „(^ 111 

•Vr*'*.i2rSor«*°s 



Ppfr Biagnanimoua » citixen from tonure 
IpdU death, and yet remained inflexible f 
fmhat also can we think of the republic of 
9isge, who liufiered and oiddiiHvl the most 
ectable and honourable of men to expire in 
most dreadful agonies. A/ter having plung- 
Itim into the obscurest dungeooi he was 
» out to be exposed to the burning rays of 
Urican lun, bis eye-lids being fiir&i cut off; 
wsfi then enclosed in a boi pierced with 
I spikes, in which he expired. On tlie other 
d, the itenate of Rome delivered tlieir prin* 
il prisoners to his wife, Murcia, who, bj her 
nre, suffered a slow death, in tortures like 
w inflicted on her husband : — acts of revenge 
retaliation alike detestable, for which thoie 
) tale in every government v here they take 
:e ought to be made responsible, or posted 
10 intamy by posteritj- ! 

loth sides now look up urms witli more ihan 
ner animosity. The Romans, who were io- 
ible in tlieir puqioses, although they bad so 
ay times been wrecked at sea, and had lost 
b numbers of their bravest troops on that 
Dent, once more fitted out a fleet, and again 
defiance to Carthage. Il seemed, however, 
f fortune was resolved to baffle their mari- 
C attempts ; for, by the bad conduct . „ 
Claudius Pulcher, the consul, and a 337. 
:ession of disasters, their fleet was de- 
yed like all the former, and the Romans 
ned drained of every resource to equip a new 
In consequence of this misfortune, they 
S obliged to abstain for seven years from all 
il preparations^ But their spirit was not to 
mwes} they determined to build another 
X fleet 
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fleet, and to try their wayward fortune OB 
more on the unstable element. At lengdi th« 
perseverance was crowned with success, and o 
victory fiallowed on the back of another. FabI 
Buteo, the consul, shewed them the way, by ( 
fearing a large squadron of the enemy's iliij 
but Luctatius Catulus gained a victory still me 
complete, in which the power of Carthage H 
almost annihilated at sea, by the loss of a hn 
dred and twenty ships, according to the tow 
computation. Tliis loss so humbled the C 
thaginiaas that they sued for peace, which Roi 
thought proper to grant ; but still infleiible 
its demands, exacted the same conditions whi 
Regulus had formerly offered at the gain 
Carthage. It was Enally stipulated, that tl 
should lay down a thonsand talents of sUver, 
defray the charges of the war ; and should [ 
tM-o diousand two hundred more in ten yes 
time ! that they should quit Sicily, with all ' 
neighbouring islands ; ijiat they should nc 
make war against the allies of Rome, nor eo 
with any vessels of war within the Romao 
minions ; and lastly, that all the prisoners i 
deserters should be delivered up without r>nst 
To these severe conditions Uie Caithagttti 
were obliged to submit after a contest of tweJ 
four years ; which, in some measure, had dn 
ed both nations of every resource to renew \ 
lihties, even had the inclination remained. 
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• Ik End of Ihejirit rume War to titt Trmi- 
naiiiin uf tht tiecijiid, 

T'HE wur which was jurt condudedi had been 
^ conducted un tlic nurt ot tho Carthnginiaiu 
j&a Ki«fit iTU-:i»uru by Huiiiilcar, who ditplayed 
Muur cuuraget prudence, itnd ubilitlvai uiid 
m nink M lut in the common misfortunes ot ' 
wcounirf- Sudiwatliii enmity to Rome, thu 
it did not even luSer it to die with hinit hut 
ttuiW it at a.n inheritance in hia ton, iho il- 
hnrioui Annibiil. Tbe Komunt too, though 
ttmpletcly victorious, entertained no lets an- 
lifaui^ Kgiiinst ilie tIv;iI «tate which siill vx- 
imd ip buch ftrengih •a to jiutify a consider- 
»blc*harcofjealou«y and circumtpection. How- 
ivcTi It wan necessary thc^ should respire uftcr 
w long a conflict i and in iik years after the 
peace vritli the Carthaginians, the temple of 
iuait v»t shut, for the second time since ^ q 
fliefoundationof thecity. The Romans 0^51' 
bwig that in friendship with all nations, .. 
Wan oppnrtunityof ciillivatingthearis ^|,,' 
of peace: they now l>egan to cherish a 
u«e for poetry, the fimt liberal art which rises 
in every civilised nation, and the fir^t also thai 
decays in an advanced itate of tociety. Hitherto 
lliey liad been enleitained only wiUi the rudt; 
drollcriet ol' bufl'oon* t and in the sporis callod 
Fnctnnini, a low debmirhcd actors inveniiid 
X i llieir 



their Own parts, while rjillerT and tmut i 
plied ihe pl.icc of humour. To these a C' 
pnsition of a liigher kind succeeded, di 
minatod satire. This was a kind cf dntm 
poem, in which the follies of the great v 
made an object of derision to the vulgar, A 
these came tragedy and comedy, both borrc 
from die Gn^ets ; and, indeed, the first i 
malic poet of Rome, ■whose name was Li 
Andronicus, was hom in Gnwce. The in*l 
the higher species of composition appeared, 
great |»pple rejected their fomter impiiri 
wirh disdain. I'Vom this period they Ubou 
upon the Grecian model : and, though c 
were never able to rival their masters in dnu 
tic composition, ihey soon surpassed them 
many of the more soothing kinds of verso. I 
giac, pastoral, and didactic poetry, began to 
sitme new beauties in the Roman language ; i 
satire, not that rude kind of dialogue aire; 
mentioned, but a nobler sort, invented by Li 
lius was all their o«-n. 

But while they were thus cultivating the I 
of peace, they were not negligent in maki 
frcjh preparations for war. The lUyrians w 
tlie 6rst people upon whom they tried it 
strength, after an interval of eight years' pea 
That nation, which had long plundered then 
chants cf the Mediterranean with impuni 
were impelled by their evil genius to imke i 
predations upon some of the trading subjects 
Rome. This being complained nf to Teii 
tlie ijueen of ihe country, instead of grjiui 
redress, she ordered the ambassador iri» i 
sent to denumd restitutioni to be murdered. 
war ensuadi in which the Rjomani were jm 
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Una t n>Mt of the lUjTic lowm were sar- 
irml to the CMimU, and a peace at last cod- 
fd, by which tbe grcaust part of the coue- 
rasceded to Rome; a ^eaiif tjibuie'vuei* 
t for the rest, and a prohibictDn added, that 
[tlfrian^ should not sail bevcod ihe liver 
ts with more than two barlu, xad tbcoe not 
Qped for wjT. 

be Gauls were the next people that fcU tte 
ITS of Rome. Suppo^ic? a time of pcacCi 
n the arniic; were disbani&di a proper tasoa 
new irruptions, this barbaruus people col- 
td fre&b forces from beycntd the Alps, and 
ring Etniria, wasted ail with fire and iword, 
hey came within about three days' jooiney 
tome. A prztor and a consul were sent to 
ise them, and being now instracted in the 
roving arts of war, they surrounded the 
lis, who still retained their primzval modes 
ighting. In vain those hardy troops, who 

nothiTig but thi-ir cuUT j;.-i' i"' pr-iji-i;; tiiern, 
aed two fronts to oppose their adversanes ; 
r unprotected bodies and undisciplined forces 
e unable to withstand the shock of an ene- 

completely armed, and skilled in mihtary 
utions, A dreadful carnage ensued, when 
f thousand men were killed, and ten thousand 
■n prisoners. This victory was followed by 
ther gained over them by Marcellus, in which 
lilledViridomarus, their king, with his own 
d, and gained the third royal spoils which 

yet been obtained by a Roman. These con- 
sis forced the Gauls to beg a peace, the con- 
jns of which served greatly to enlarge the ^^ 
nds of the empire ; uiough certainly a 
Dgthen its barriers on that side. ^ 
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•with Rome ; and, though warned to des 
secuted their opemtions with vigour, 
sadors were sent, in consequence, fron 
to Carthacfe, complaining of tlie infrai 
their articles, and requirmg tliat Anni 
Carthaginian general, who had advis 
measure, should be delivered up. Tliis i 
being refused, the ambassadors began 
ccive tlieir inclinations for a rupture ; an^ 
them holding out the skirt of his robe, 
the custom, told the Carthaginian minist 
he brought them peace or war, on whi 
might decide according to their incl 
They desired him, with the most pcrfei 
i'erence, to determine for them ; to whicl 
plied, " Then let it be war;" and thus 
the assembly, returned to Rome. 
^ Q War being thus again declai 
203. twcen these great rival powers, I 
„ ^ tha;i[inians trusted the command i 



■ CM C tcnm he swonr, and he was faithful 
bn^gemenc On Iiis first appearance in 
Bdi tie unitcil in his own person the most 
l^y method of commanding, with the 
^eiftcl obedience to his superiors. Thus 
IS equally Moved by his generals and hj 
Dops he nas appointe-d to leaJ. He w;ii 
»ed of the greatest courage in opposing 
tTf and the greatest presence of mind in 
^g it. No fatigue was able to subdue hii 
» nor any misfortune to break his spirit : 
[ly patient of heat and cold, he only tool: 
aance to content nature, and not to gratify 
^letite. His seasons for repose orlLbonr 
I Dever rM;ular or filed ; he was always 
f when difficulties or his country demanded 
id. He was frequently found stretched on 
pound among his sentinels, covered only 
B watch coat. His dress diffi;red in nothing 
the most ordinary men of his army, ei- 
that he ;ilfL'ctyd peculiar elegance in liis 
s and armour. He was the best horseman 
Jie swiftest runner of his time. He was 
the foremost to engage, and the last to re. 
; he was prudent in his designs, which 
extensive ; and ever fertile in expedients to 
ei his enemies, or to rescue himself from 
Br. He was experienced, sagacious, pro- 
tt and bold. Sucli were tlie valuable qtia. 
c^ this illustrious soldier, who is univer. 
allowed to be the greatest general of an- 
y. On tiie other hand, he was cruel and 
ess ; witliouc honour, without religion ; 
'et possessed the art of simulation to such a 
e, that he assumed the appearance of them 
From such a soldier and politician, tlie 
laginians justly formed the greatest ex- 
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pectations t and his tainng Sagnnnm s 
after, confirmed their original opinion 
abilities. But he soon eave prooft of a 
more enensive genius than they Jiad eva 
him credit for. Haviug over-run all Spai 
le\'ied a large army of various languagi 
natioDSi he resolveJ to carry the war Inic 
as the Romans had before carried it into i 
miuious of Carthage. For this purpose, ] 
Hanno with a suthcient force to guard h 
quests in Spain, he crossed the Fyrenean 
tains in Gaul, with an army of fitly thi 
foot and nine thousand horse. He qtiicli 
versed that country, though filled with I 
ihat were his declared enemiei. In v 
forests and rivers interposed difhculties 
way J in vain the Rhone, with its rapid c 
and its banks covered with enemies. 
Dura, branched out into numberless ch 
opposed his march ; he passed them allw 
daunted spirit, aad in ten days arrived 
foot of the Alps, over which he detcrtn 
eirplore a new passage into Italy. It wa 
midst of winter, when this astonishing 
was i'omied. The season added new hoi 
a scene, which nature had already crowd 
objects of dismay. The prodigious bet{ 
tremendous steepness of the mountainsi 
with snow; the rude cottages that see 
hang upon the adcs of the precipices ; thi 
ajij cvL'n the wild beasts, stiff with cold, 
raged with famine i the people barinn 
fierce, dressed in skins, with long shan 
presented a picture that would nave ini 
ordin.iry spectators with aftonisbment i 
TOT. But nothing was capaUs at kAA» 
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the Carthaginian general t after 
mgued his army, he undertook ta 
soldiers bj' the assurance that ihey 
fr scaling, not the walls of Italy, but of 

Parthaginians, however, in this march, 
Opberless and unforeseen calamities to 
mr : the intenseness of the cold, the height 
iTBcipices, the smoothness of the ice, out 
11, tfle opposition of the inhabitants, wlio 
tfaem from above, and rolled down huge, 
aon them in their march, all contributed 
irit the anny, and to impede their pro- 
At length, after nreie days' painful and 
iCed ascent, Hannibal gained the top of 
ontains, where he rejoiced his soldiers, 
Aig-tliem the charming and fonile vales 
y, which were stretched nut bcnpatli. 
e nllowed a two-days' respite, and then 
d to descend j — a work of more danger 
an tlie former. Prodigious quantities of 
aving lately fallen, as many were swal- 
ip in it, as had before been destroyed by 
my. Every new advance seemed but to 
; tlie danper, till, at hist, lie came to the 
if a prtcipico above three hundred yards 
licular, wliich seemed utterly impassa- 
t was then that despair appeared in every 
t Hannibal's ; lor he still remained un- 
His first object was to endeavour, by 
tons course, to find a more commodious 
). This only increasing his difficulty, he 
i to undertake levelling the rock. To 
ite this, great numbers of large tree* 
Ued; and a huge pile raised against it. 
and - 
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Hfiotteit pan of the engagement, and 
■idler's fife, at the hazard of bis own. 
E being thus victorious in the first on- 
ik the most prudent precautions to in- 
liis army j giving orders to Mago, his 
of cavalrjf, when he ravaged the coiin- 
ays to spare the possessions of the GauU, 
IS depredations were eiercLsed solely upon 
r Rome. Tliifi partial distinction charmed 
nple people ; they declared for him in 
umbers, and flocked to his standard widi 

pronius, the other consul, resolving to 
the injury sustained by his coUeague ; 
rceiving that the continual defection of 
4j1s increased the strength of the Punic 
determined to give batue the first oppor- 
Annibal was inspired with equal reso- 
to come to a decisive engagement; and 
irmies soon met upon the tanks of the 
iVebia. The Carthaginian general being 
nger to the Roman impetuosity, of which 

?uently availed himself, had sent off a 
a thousand horse, each with a foot sol- 
hind him, across the river, to ravage the 
's countr)', and provoke them to engage, 
omans quickly attacked this party, which 
inally giving way without a conflict, took 
er, and were as eagerly pursued by the 
It was not, however, till his army had 
upon the opposite bank, thai he perceived 
f naif conquered already ; his men being 
d with wading up to their arm-pits, and 
ieiiumbed by the intense coldness of the 
But it was now too late to retire ; for 
U came pouring dovfo with his forces, 

fresh i 
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fresh and vip;orous9 so that the batde i 
came genenu. The courage of the Roi 
a while withstood every disadvantage* ; 
the victory in suspense; but they soo 
themselves attacked also in the rear by 
of horse, which the Carthaginian een< 
laid in ambush, to be ready for the c 
At lengthy a total rout ensued ; twenty-: 
sand of the Romans were either kUlec 
enemy, or drowned in attempting to re 
Trebia. A body of ten thousand me 
survived ; who, finding themselves end 
every side, broke desperately through i 
my's ranks, and fought, retreating, t 
were received within the friendly wadls 
ccnda* 

The loss of these two battles only se 
increase the resolution of Annibal, and l 
lance of Rome. Preparations for the 
campaign were carried on with greatei 
than before ; and the Carthaginian gcnei 
ing himself in a condition to change th( 
the war, resolved to approach Rome, hj 
ing into Etruria. There were two way 
complishing this design: one, more 
but secure ; the other, which was shoi 
through the marshes, caused by the inu; 
of the river Amo. He chose the latt 
all the former fatigues of the Cardiagini 
were notJiing, compared to tlieir sunerir 
They were forced to march tliree days an 
successively, up to the knees In water, 
sleep and without rest ; the hcx^fs of th 
came off in their passage, \\ liile the b 
burthen that carried the' baggage, ui 
support the fatigue, were IcK dead in t; 

i 



t upon an elephant, which wa» 
RqIic Kit alive, fell all the complicated 
■of hif own situAtion, and that of his 
7 His health hiid heen impiiired in tliu 
ng spinng, and liaving then an infliim- 
fin his eyes, by hi& present fatigue) he 
(aiKht of one of them entirely. Ac last, 
CTf lie arrived upOD dry ground, where he 
formed, that Flaminins, the consul, was 
ped near Aricia, wuitina the arrival of 
axt consul with rcintorctments i'lom 
, One of Annibal's chief eicellences in 
ru the care be look to inform himself of 
npcr and disposition of the gcnemls who 
id him ; and finding that Flnminius wuii 
Bd overbearing, elaicd with his past suc- 
ifnd presuming with regard to the future, 
fived to bring him to an engagement before 
league slionYd join. Seeming thercfoi^e ti> 
□ notice of tlie army which lay in the dircit 
owards Rome, he m:ide a diversion on one 
ind marching onward, as if to besiege the 
1, ravaged the whole country in a terrible 
ir, with fire and sworj. Flaminius, us 
tpected, could not tamely bear to see ;in 
ng enemy laying every thing waste befiire 
lui bumed for the engagement. It was in 
hat he was advised by the senate, and his 
ential friends, to use caution, and not to 
i enemy's insults provoke him to an un- 
combat. He immediately ordered his 
to march, the officers foivboding their 
danger, while the soldiers were rciotcing 
courage of their general, and indulging 
liopes of success, rather tlian considering 
latoiu which they had to inspire them. 
y Annibal 
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Annibal was vHth hts ann^, at the llnu 
MAtninius csimc out to cngaj^c him, by tl 
of Thraiymeuc ^ near tn wluch wu & d 
mouniolnx, »tid, between thesu anii tbe 1 
narrow passage leading to a vaUcji tmhe 
in hills. It wu upon these hiUs that < 
poied hii best iraoyi, and it was intA this 
that Flaniinius lea hiii men to atock hi] 
disposition every way so faroamblc I 
Carthaginians was alsn assisted by aci 
for a mist rising fnun the Juice, prevvu 
Komans from teeing their encmici ; wh 
army upon the mountains, being above 
tjuciicci saw the whole disposition cf thei 
nencs. I'hc tbitiinc of uc day was a 
might be cxneeled from the conduct of i 
gcnerulii the Rotn^m army was broke 
slaughiercd, almost before thuy could p< 
the enemy that dustroyed them. About 
lifteen ihciutand Romans fell in the val- 
ley, and six thousand more wcr« oblijted 
to yield themselves prisoners of war. 
general carnage, the brave but unfonuna 
niinius did all tliat courage could ins|^ 
his armyt wherever iho enemy was ma 
cessfult ne flew with a chosen bodv of 
teudants to repulse them i at last, ifeiMi 
victOTT. and unwilling to survive a 4M 
Hung himself alone into the midst of the 1 
and was killed by a Gaulish horsenui 
pierced his body with a tance. AnntW 
the battle, Itept the Roman prisoners. 
villy dibniissed those of tlic Latins f and 
to give the coiuul an honourable inu 
sought his body amongst the slain, but i 
not oe t«co£iused in tucb a simi 4f atm 
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TJmw the news of this defeat » Rome, ifter 
if jrmcr.il conitcrnation was gomcwhat com- 
una, ihc ncnati-, upon tnsiture dt-lihfr«ioii, re- 
ivird to I'k'ct a commander with absolute au- 
taity, in whom thcv might rrpose their \sat 
^», And cniin' cnnhdcnce. 'ITielr choice frU 
Mn ^'abiiK Ma;iimusi u man of iipprovedcou- 
ft, but with a hiippy mixture of caution, lew 
icinaied with the glnre of success, than the 
nKciouMiess of deserving it. Thit vetrriin cnm- 
imdcr. thus invented with the supreme dignity, 
; forward with what forces he was able to 
iw, hilt with n« intentions of fighting an etie- 
J which he knew to be more powerful thnn 
miclf. Before ho assumed the command, ha 
.d wisely concerted his measures, and to them 
' nrtctly iidhered during all the ensuing cam- 
Jgns. He \vu seniible thai the only \v*y H> 
i,.,M,- il... C:!.!!,;,,.;!.;.-.!,* :it =itch 3 distance^ 

' fighting. For this purpose, he always eii- 
imped upon tJif highest gnuuuis, inacci'ssible 
• tKe enemy's cuvitlry. Whenever ihcy di-- 
imped, lie likewiM-'tooka new position, watrluil 
leir motions, straitened their quarters, and cv.t 
f their iiipplies. It was in vain that Aiiiiil.;il 
led every stratagem to bring him in a l>;itili- ; 
s Roman, thence surnamcd Cunii;i- 



)r, itill kept aloof, contented with seeint; hl.s 
Hmy, in some measure, defeated by delay. 
bnibal perceiving that his adversaries had al- 
ircd their plan <tf operations, tried his usual 
rti to render l^abius despicable in the eyes of 
Ii own army. He sometimes, therefore, lir.iveil^. 
in in his camp ; sometimes waned the lounti^"^ 
vnd htm ; talked of his abilities with c€f 
V 2 tcmi 
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tempt ; and, in all his incursions, 
possessions of Fabius, while those 
Romans were plundered without m 

These Punic arts were not whoU 
fill : the Romans began to suspect \ 
either of cowardice or treachery ; 
action that ensued soon after, eavc 
their suspicions: for AnnibaT, < 
march, for the convenience of fora^ 
called Cassinum, was, hj the m 
Kuide, conducted towards Cassilinu 
round himself in a close country, h 
every side. Anxious, however, to 
advantages he was able from his 
ordered nis cavalry to pillage tlie cc 
which the Roman army, still in 
from a neighbouring hill. Annib 
his depredations would excite them i 
revenge; but it was in vain they 
phlegmatic general to lead them dc 
enemy. Fabius still kept his post, 
all the entreaties of his men, and 
nostulations of Minucius, his n: 
horse. 

It was now found, however, thai 
Roman began to turn AnnibaPs ow] 
lilm : he had enclosed that ger 
mountains, where it was impossib! 
and yet from which it was almost i 
to extricate his army, without imral 
In this exigence, notliing but one < 
tagems of war, which great men c 
ble of forming, could save him : 1 
number of small faggots and liglit 
be tied to the horns of two thousanc 
he had in his camp, and directed 
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>a towards the enemj'. Theje toss-'ng their 
8, and mnning up the sides of the mMin- 
lain, seemed to fill the whole neighbcuring 
turett with fire ; while the sentinels who were 
]iUced to guard the approaches of tlie rODuntain, 
Metng such an iincomman appearance advancing 
towards their posts, fell back in consternation, 
apposing the whole body of the enemy was in 
inns to overwhelm them. By this stratagem, 
Amiibal found an opportunity of drawing offhij 
•rmy, and escaped ihrmigh the defiles beneath 
^le hills, with considerable damage however to 
Bit rear i and though Fabius had conducted him- 
self in this affair with the prudence and conduct . 
he most consummate general, he could not 
'ejit the murmurs of his army, who began to 
ge him with ignorance in war, as they had 
lerly impeached his valour and Hdelity. 
Nevertheless, Fabius, no way solicitous to 
qoiet the murmurs, either of his army or of tlio 
citizens, returned to Rome, in order to vM'iC 
money to ransom some Roman prisoners win mi 
Annibal offered to release t but in the mean 
time, he gave instructions to Minticius, hii ma> 
Iter of the horse, to abstain from giving the ene- 
my battle, upon any occasion whatsoever. Mi- 
Wicius, however, who now bej^an iii entertain 
the same opinion of the dictator^ wiiliilie rest of J 
die soldiers, little regarded his instructionsi^M^ 
Wituring out against the Carthapiniati^' 
iliished with such success, that, by if» 
ittnseai, he was made equal in power to 
«or, botli generals being appointed 
land, each his own part of the amtf 
'isessed of equal power, Mimiciuft 
' m the prudent plan laid down a 
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Instead of keeping on the tops of the 
he now drew down his part of the ar 
plain, and offered the enemy battle, 
the disposition that Annibsd had k 
for, and« pretending to be very eamc 
possession of a hill which commande 
of the Romans^ he drew the eyes of 
quarter, while he fonned an ambusc 
otlier side, with orders to sally fo 
midst of the engagement. The I 
cordingly made a most vigorous atta« 
Carthaginians^ who had taken posse: 
hill, miile new reinforcements wen 
either army. At last, Minucius dr 
legions, and the engagement becar 
It ^vas then that the superior con( 
Carthaginian commander was disc( 
th« men who were placed in-amhu 
forth upon the rear, began to thro\ 
Roman army into conmsion, and n 
than a total defeat threatened to ensi 
mean time, Fabius, who was iust reti 
Rome, after soliciting an exchange c 
and after selling all his little patrimr 
a sum which he was denied by the 
pay their ransom, reached his army 
nucius was in this desperate situatio 
not long hesitate upon the course he 
sue ; but falling upon the Carthagini: 
stopped the flight of the Romans, am 
the enemy's pursuit. Annibal nov 
that the cloud which hud so long hr. 
the mountains, at last broke upon 
sti>rni ; he was obliged, therefore, t< 
a retreat ; wliile Minucius was so ser 
'mpruJeut impetuosity, lhy,t be con 
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0^, whom he now called his father j and, 
j'Jeiinuncing his new power, ngain subjected him- 

»lf wholly to the dictator, 
I Soon after, however, F:ibius was obliged to 
I hj down his office,"the period of his appuint- 
' ment being expired, and a violent contest en- 
I lued at Rome, respecting the proper persons to 
ie elected to the consulsliip. The patrici;ms and 
plebeitins, as usual, takine opposite sides, at 
last the miiltitude prevailed, and Terentiua 
Vavro was chosen by the majority of voices iii 
the assembly of the people. Ihi* object of 
popnlar favour was sprung from the dregs of 
Ae people, with nothing but his confidence and 
riches to recommend him. He had long aspired 
to the highest offices nf the state ; though he was 
ignorant, vain, boastful, and confident, fond of 
■ ;^planse, and seeking ii by all the arts of mean- 
ne(s and adulation. With liim was joined ^mi- 
lius Paulus, of a disposition entirely O|ipositc: j 
eiperienced in the field, cautious in action, and 
impressed with a thorough contempt for the 
abilities of Jiis colleague. Vabius, who had just 
reiignod liis nffice, saw, with Irs usual sagacity, 
the dan(>er that threatened tlie state, fiom two 
juch ill-matclied commanders, and entreated 
.£niilius, by all he held dear, to guard against 
the devices of Annib.il, and the raslmess of 'i'u- 
rentius Varro. But it was now no time for iii- 
fhilging fearful apprehensions, the enemy being 
at hand, and the Romans prepared with ninety 
thousand men to oppose him. 

Annibal was at this (inje encamped near the 
village of Cannje, with a periodical wind, in his ^ 
rear, which raising great clouds of dust froiu^ 
parched {iluiiis bcliind, he tnewlmust fcv 
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distress an approaching enemy. In this s 
he waited the approach of the Romans 
two consuls soon appeared to his wish» ^ 
their forces into two parts, and agreeing 
the daily i:ommand by turns. On the fin 
their arrival, it wa^ the lot of .£milius 
mand» but he was entirely averse from en 
and though Annibal practised every ar 
suiting his men in their camp, and his cc 
by reproaching his timidity, to bring h 
battle, yet he obstinately declined fightii 
scious of the enemy's superior dispositio 
next day, however, it being Varro's turn 
mand, he, without askine his colleagv 
currence, gave the ugnal tor battle : and 
the river Aufidus, which laid between 
arxnies, put his forces in array. The t 
suls commanded the two wings ; Varro 
right, and ^milius on the left ; to wh 
was consigned the general conduct of 
gagement. On the other side, Annib 
had been from day-break employed in i 
ling his forces as they came up, and i 
them with courage by his voice and c 
made so artful a disposition, that both t 
and the sun were in his favour. His 
were ordered to oppose those of Rome ; 
heavy armed African infantr)' were p 
the wings. These, says the historian, mi^ 
been mistaken for a Roman army, being 
in the spoils of such as were killed at Tr 
Thrasynienc. Next these were the C 
fierce people, naked from the waist, 
large round shields, and swords of an ei 
si/.e, blunted at the point. Tlie spaniar 
placed in the centre, brandishing short 
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3>[^(^>^ and dressed in linen vests, embroidered 
with tlie brightest scarlet. Asdruba! cnminaiided 
ihe left wing, tlie right was given to Maherlul, 
md Annibal fought on foot, in the centre of the 
army. The battle began witli the light-armed 
infantr)' j the horse engaged soon after^ and the 
EoTiaan cavalry, being unable to stand against 
diose nf Numidxa, the legions came up to sus- 
tain them. It was then that the conflict became 
jenend ; tiie Roman soldiers, for a long time, 
endeavoured, but in vain, to penetrate the centre 
where the Gauls and Spaniards fought j which 
Annibal observing, ordered part of those troops to 
rive way, and to permit the Romans to embosom 
fliemselves within a chosen body of the Africans, 
vhom he had placed on either wing, so as to 
" (iirround them, A terrible slaughter of the Ro- 
"^ mans immediately took place : they were fa- 
tigued with repeated attacks, while the enemy 
Here fresh and vigorous. All the hopes of 
Rome now lay in the cavalry of the allies, wliicli 
yet continued unbroken, hut even on that side 
the superior art of Annibal discovered itself: 
ftr, having ordered five hiuidred of his Nn- 
midian horse, with daggers concealed und;r 
tileir coats of mail, in go against the enemy, and 
10 make a shew of surreiidering theirselves jirir 
sorters of war; these obej-ing, and being placed 
V the allied cavalry, for greater security, in the 
rtar, while they were employed in eombiitin;; 
the troops that opposed them in front, all of a 
ndden, these supposed priioiiers fell upon ihi* 
- Romans widi their daggers frara behind, and 
^ put them into irrecovi-r-ib!' co;ifiision. 

Thus the vont of the Rnnian army at last be- 
ne general in every direction j the boastings of 
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Varro were now no longer heard j while JEjt 
lius, who had been dangerouily wounded by 
slinger in the beginning of the engagentent, sti 
feebl/ led on his body of horse, and did all ttii 
could be done by prudent valour, to retrieve tl 
fortune di die day. However, being unable I 
sit on horseback, he was forced to dismount, i 
did also his followers. But what could he r. 
petted from a measure dictated only by despM 
Though they fought with great intrepidity ft 
some time, they were at last obliged to g« 
way ; and, those that were able, Te-niountin| 
their horses, sought for safety by flight. It wi 
in this deplorable posture of affairs, that OS 
Lentulus, a tribune of the anny, as he was fljaJ 
on horseback from the enemy, which at sodl 
distance pursued him, met the consul ^milM 
sitting, half dead, upon a stone, covered 0W( 
with blood and wounds, and expecting even 
moment the approach of the pursuers. " JEid 
"lius," cried the generous tribune, "you, atlM^ 
" ;ire guiltless of^this day's slaughter : take a 
" horse, while you have any strength remanu« 
" I will engage to assist, and %vi11 with mf at 
*' defend you. We have already lost UM 
" enough in the field, do not make ^ dl 
" more dreadfiil by the loss of a conunandcr.'V 
*' I thank thee, Lentulus," cried the dying a 
sul, " for ever maintain thy virtue, and may d 
" gods recompense thy piety ; but as for me, >B 
" over ; my part is chosen ; do not, therefoKt I 
" attempting to persuade a despH-'rate man, It 
" the only means of providing for thine o* 
" safety. Go, I command thee, and tell then 
" nace, from me, to fortify Rome against the tn 
" proach of the conquerors. TeU Fabmi aV 
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Bllu, while living, ever remembered 
■et and now, dying, approves it." 
Be was yet spealiing, the enemy ap- 
f. and Xientulus, before he was out of 
r die consul expire, feebly fighting in 
of hundreds. The slaughter had now 
tfbr several hours, till at la^t, the con- 
pjite wearied with destroying, Annibal 
ers for them to desist, and Jed them 
hdr encampments, a large body of Ro- 
ing previously surrendered upon con- 
being dismissed without arms, j^ ^ 
ttle, the Romans lost iit^y thou- jqj,' 
n, two quiestor^, twenty-one „ 
eighty senators, and so many j^~ 
hat it is said, Annihal sent three 
f gold rings to Carthage, which'those 
der wore by way of distinction on their 

eemed the decisive blow, that was to 
; the fate of Rome : it only now re- 
md was universally expected, thai An- 
ild march his army to the gates of the 

make it an easy conquest. Such was 
; of Maherbal, commander of the horse, 
■.I) Annibal rejected it, could not help 
;, that the Carthaginian general was 
ire skilful in gaining victories, than in 
g them. Indeed, Maherbal's advice 
easonable, from the general terror that 

in Rome at tliat time. Nothing was 
■oughout the city but shrieks and !a- 
is of women, who on every side de- 
Jieir lost husbands or their children. In 
a time, did the senate attempt to con- 
Jier ; they were ditturbed by the cries 



populace. Terror appeared lu ^ 
nd despair was the language of every 
At length, when the iirst constema- 
is abated, the senate came to a general n> 
>n, to create a dictator, in order to give 
;th to the government. Orders were also 
>, to keep all women from coming abroad 
increasing the general alarm ; and guards 
3 placed at the city gates, with strict in- 
:tions, that none shouldTcave the city. It was 
V til at young Scipio, whom we have already 
II saving his father's life in battle, was re- 
ived to save his countr)' also. He was then 
It a tribune of the army, and being retired, the 
ight after the battle, to a little town in the 
icighbourhood of Rome, was informed that 
ionie young men of the first rank, were as- 
sembled at a certain house, preparing to abandon 
tlieir country, and resolving to seek for safety by 
flight. He was instancy filled with indigaatiof 
at their pusillanimity ; he tliercfore resolved t 
pre\cnt that influence which their cxamp 
might have upon others; and turning to soj 
of his fellow-soldiers, who were with him, " 1 
'< those," cried he, " to whom Rome is dear, 
" l(Av me." So saying, he went directly tc 
liouse where they were assembled, and ft 
them in actual delibcr::tion. Upon this, 1; 
Lis hand upon his sv/ord, " I swear," excL 
lie •* that J v.iil never forsake Rome, an 
** nt'VcT sufTcT oilitTs to ab:Lndon it. Tlio? 
*» will rj)t t:ike the same oalli, are not onl 
" cour.trv\ ciK-Juies, but mine." The 7 
manner iii \.hi(Ji ht- ::p<ike, to^eilier > 
knt;v.:i rf.iira"-i.', in s^mu measure in:i 
the c'-i.iplralcrs ; tLty all lavk the Mi 



1, rather than forsake Rome, to itaf 
ere buried beneath its niins. TTieoce- 
l the people scented to gather new re- 
1 J the senate conceived new hopes of 
^ and the augur; gave ihem assurances 
SiOT affairs would soon assume a favour- 
Ui>ect. A short time after, Varro arrived 
:^oniet having left behind him the wretched 
Sns of his army ; he had been the principal 
: of the late c^amity ; and it was natural to 
He that the senate would severely reprimand 
Rshness of his conduce But the Romans 
issed a magnanimity which we in vain look 
1 other nations. They went out in multi- 
I to meet him ; and the senate returned him . 
kb that he had Dot despaired of the safety 
ome. Such a conquest over all the vin- 
re passions was much greater than the vie- 
at CannEE, The people being thus, by An- 
I's delay, inspired with fresh courage, made 
ossible preparations for another campaign. 
f armed their slaves, and filled up the se- 
, which wanted nearly half its number. Fa- 
. who was considered as the shield of Rome, 
Marcellus as the sword, were appointed to 
the armies ; and though Annibal once more 
ed them peace, they refused it, but upon 
^tion that he should quit Italy. — Terms 
!ar to those they had formerly insisted upon 
I Pyrrhus, their first foreign invader. 
I the mean time, Annibat, either finding the 
waibility of marching directly to Rome, or 
Dg to give his forces rest after iuch an im- 
int victory, led them to Capua, where he rc- 
k1 to winter. As this city had long been 
idered as the nurse of luiurf, and the cor- 
}lfZ.— 1. I ruptor 
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rujnor of military virtue, a new scene ol 
opened to his troops, and they at 01 
tliemselves up to intoxication, till, i 
ing hardy veterans, they l>ecame c 
rioters. For this their genenil has hee 
bliinied by antiquity, as losing that I 
casion, vhcn fortune seemed propitiouii 
changing empire for dissipation ; but 
conjiidered, what serious obstacles he h; 
surmount, and wliat an enemy he ha 
with. Rome was still powerful ; it coi 
into the field, at this period, two hundi 
sand Bghting men ; it might, therefo 
been rashness in Annibal, to lead his 
the siege of a city strongly defended by 
with a garrison more than four times 
his army. We have only, however, to 
credit, upon this occasion, for what J* 
have done, by remembering the soon 
possibilities which he happily achieved, 
led and maintained a large army, con: 
various nations, more than a thousai 
from home; to have surmounted pi 
which, considering the season, and t 
where he entercd Italy, are, to this day, 
as almost impassible ; to have fought 
fully for such a length of time, in the 
an enemy's country ; to havo, by hi 
presence, united into obedience, and for 
one l>ody, an army, composed of Sj 
Africans, Gauls, and Ligurians, and k» 
steady to liim, tliougli (^Iten wanting b 
have a brave and obstinate enemy to 
and taithless employers at home, who i 
because they envied, his successes; when 
siller him as triumphing over all these < 



(tiVngth of his genius alone, we view in 
e most augU5i spectacle thai, perhaps, 
ly has ever exhibited to the coniempla.- 
.'man. 

herto we have found this great man suc- 
i i but now we are to reverse the picture, 
.iirvey him struggling with accumulated 
irtunes, and, at last, sinking beneath them, 
first repulse was from his own countrymen 
jme. Whibt, at Rome, the thanks of the 
te were voted to a consul who fled, at Car- 
je, Hanno, one of their former generals, 
an to form a pany against Annibal ; and, 
re an enemy to his rival than to the Romans, 
jlectcd nothing that might obstruct the sue- 
Oes he had in prospect, or tarnish the splendor 
those he had already obtained. Upon An- 
bal's sending for a new supply of men and mo- 
ey to the senate of Carthage, " What would 
ihis man have asked," cried Hanno " if he had 
lost a battle, when he makes such demands 
upon us after gaining a victory, No, no, he 
is either an impostor, that amuses us with false 
news ; or a public robber, that enriches him- 
self and not his country." This opposition de 
tyed the necessary succours, though it cou!( 
ot hinder their tardy compliance. Thus b« 
ig frequently destitute of money and prov 
ons, with no recruits of strength in case of i 
irtune, and no encouragement even when su 
e«sful, it is not to be wondered at, that hi^ -. 
urs began at lengih to decline ; and that thi 
f the Roman generals began to prosper, wh 
mployers observed a conduct diametrically 
Mite. 
His first loss was at the siege of Nola, wl 
z 2 I 
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Marccllus the praetor made a 
He some time after attempted 
of Capua, and attacked the 
trenches, but was repulsed ' 
loss. He then made a feint ol 
Rome ; but finding a superic 
receive him, he was obliged to 
years after, he fought with vari 
cellus, his opponent, sometir 
sometimes losing the advantat 
no decisive engagement. H 
tories could not restore the aff 
for, though these might lessen 
enemies' forces, he had exhaus 
recruiting his own. 

The Carthaginians, at last, < 
policy and injustice of their c( 
resolution of sending his bro 
his assistance, with a body of 
of Spain. Asdrubal's march b 
to tlic consuls, Livius and 
against him with great expeditl 
ing him in a place, into which 
treachery of his guides, they ci 
to pieces. Annibal had Ion 
succours with impatience ; and 
which he had been assured oj 
rival, Nero ordered Asdnibal 
off, and throy^-n into his brotl 
Carthaginian general now beg; 
disasters of his country ; and 
with a sigh, observing to those 
fortune seemed fatigued with 
vours, and was now disposed t 

N(»r was it in Italy alone, t 
Cartilage seemed to decline : t 




mSp i and IH»rnll»n»B> ifer d^ ti : » f ULiia t , 
n Sidlfi after a iof 3md t^smmb j*^™* 

T)u( mat aad opulfM o«r* ifaifth ncbned 
ndGftnaUe^ Era inviwdik cfcns cf ileb«- 
liegcn. Tbe RoacHBH Acxiixi sx ^Bva be> 
fi}re it, irhli dte espectaocn of a tpHtlr su;- 
tendcT, and imincnw phmdcr. Bu the wisd.ia) 
of one man alone seined to mqieBdits £*u, jiii 
to direaien the aMaihnfci «iA liestnictioa. Thii 
mt Archimedes, tbe c ckhiate d mathemanci: 



many of whose worts are still rematoing- 
tinited the powers of mechanism, thj' 



He 

he 
raised their vessels into the ^, uiJ then Iri 
them dash to pieces, by the nolence of their tall. 
He also made use of burning glasses, which, ^t 
the distance of some hundred yards, set the Ru- 
roan ships and uooden towers on 6re. Ac l:i«t, 
however, the town was taken, on a grejt fi's- 
tiral, by surprise. The inhabitants weic put lo 
[he sword ; and among the rest, Archinu-di'v, 
while medicating in his study, was slain b)' -.i 
Roman soldier. Marcellus lamented this ii- 
Kparable loss, though of an enemy. A p.ih^iKii 
3 3 li>r 
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iti'rs, ar that time, bc^an to prevail am 
liiOuT ranks of ]H*f)|)le at Rome. Hcth 
'liii-ri'il liis body to Ik* honourably bur 
.1 lomb l(» Ik* erected to his mcm*»ry, wl 
iivcrhis own works have long siir\'ived. 
riioii^Ii tlie ailairs oi' the Romans in S] 
jUMTod for a while doiibtful» by tJie los! 
.»» of the Scipios, yet they soon recov« 
ikIct the conduct oi Scipio Africaniis * 
lud for the ofllce of pniconsul to tliai k 
loiTi, at a time when every one else was i 
ini( to decline it. Scipio, who was now 
twenty-four years old, had all the qualificat 
n'(|uisite for forming a griMt general, ar 
i^ooi! man : he united the greatest courage ' 
the greatest tenderness; superior to Annih: 
the ails ot peace, and almost his ec|ual in ti 
of war. liis father had been killei! in iSj^ 
so that he seemed to have an hereditary c 
to be revenged on that country. So many 
<|ualities rendered him irresistible; and t) 
he obtained many grc*at victories, yet h 
fjuered more by his generosity, mildnc 
benevolent disposition, tlian by the lore* 
arms. Among otlier instances of the g 
of SiipioN mind, the following is par 
recorded: Upon the taking of New C 
he treated Ills prisoners with the uimo 
and, iliireirni in-ni <»lhi'r generals, 
milled evi'rv baibaiily to ihr soldit 
picssrd his men iumi doing any inju 
as sncd for nicrcv. Amoni'^ I he nr? 
a yciiii^^ princess «»f the nn^si excpiis 
she h.itl ln'cn hclidllud t(^ Allciu in 
ol llial nunilry, who loved hri \\ i' 
aidenl jM^sion, and had tell the ni 



(he generous 

i designed asking her for hi 
fflien tie desired that her p 
leucius, miehi attend him. The 
approached, trembling with nui- 
{ to hear, th^t hi^ mutres wai b^ 
omote iht happiness of her COO- 
his fears were dispelled, when 
; the princess to his amu, bade 
at was his by a prior claimi and 
his friendship and alliance in re- 
same time he refused the ransom 
'ents had brought ; and when tbtj 
o accept it, he desired it mig^ be 
portion. It was b'; such jgeneroiu 
as well as the fortune of His amu, 
lUy reduced the whole countiT to 
of the Romans. 

iicily being thus added to the Ro- 
it soon found resources for coa- 
nic war. However, Annibal still 
id in Italy, though he was unsup- 
ne, and but indifierently assisted 
;s he had made in Europe. He 
ill tlie countrj- for more tlian four- 
id, as Polybius says, h;id never 
here he was the commander. But 
3 late to retrieve his fortune ; the 
taught his ov.ii arts j his old army 
either with excesses of fatigue or 
lis countrymen had neglected to 
lies ; so that he had nothing left 
formidable, but the fame (j*"*^ 



s posture of his affairs, 



thing left 
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.Sii(iiii huil already ftirmca a. .... 
w;is ici entry the wiir inio Africui 
('arili:i(riiiiuiu trvmblc liir their 
'I'liis tiiLiLsurc w:is nppowU with 
l'':ilittis, :m(l thcrcuiKm :i consider 
iiicisc: ; Imt at last It was dttcrmi 
ii^iii', tli.it Scipio should hiivv Hici 
viiuv, iind tliat lc;ive should Iw 
1i;lss (ivcr into Africa, if he naw 
till ilio intcn»t)i of Rome. This 
iK ;i one uTTcnce with his intentio 
i"J,''y "pent the fiirt yew in Sic 
iifcciuaTics for liis intended cxpedi 
over to Afiica tlic bceinning of 
■.\ lar^^c fleet, where he was ji»i 
iiissa, the depoted king of Numid 
lie hitd m;kdc an alliance in Spdn. 
Siipii) w:is not lone in Africa w 
in:uilm;f»r;na.Lrttin,e, h 
liliii, hut he was di^featinl and si 
llii- iisunicr of Niiinidia, asscn 
.iiriiy afrainst him. The Roman 
time, declini-d li);hiinr, till finil 
tniiiiy, he set fire to the enemy's 
tai'kinjr ihem in the midst nl' 
ktlli-dTi)ny tliiiiiMind men, andtm 
prisoners. Not lon^ aiUT, Sypti 
make another elTort tor [he enipii 
that his kinjrjiini would return t 
si-sMir, in L-a^e the Romans sliuiil 



IP^aewas again deteated, and taten 

^iitwiliwa being thus put in posiession 

Pitt's person, uie better to regain his 

>;^^arched with the utmost expedition 
^mt chief city, and shewing Syphax in 
procured the gates to be opened, every 
ring to atone for his former disloyalty, 
>mpt obedience. In this manner Massi- 
came possessed of the royal palace, and 
wealth of the late king ; but among the 
became master of a treasure that he es^ 
above all, Sophonisba, the wife of Sy- 
)phonisba was the daughter of Asdrubal, 
jie Carthaginian generals : a woman of 
nbition, and incomparable beauty, who, 
e beginning, had incited Syphax to de- 
ainst Rome, in favour of Caithage ; and 
lence of her charms was such, that he 
rery sacrifice to enjoy them. 

Massinissa's entering the palace, he was 

the queen, who, with sill the allure- 
)f weeping beauty, fell at his feet, and 
d him to spare her youth, and not de- 
• up to tlie Romans, who were prepared 
vengeance upon her, for all the injuries 
em by her father. While she yet hung 
is knees, and, in some measure mixed 

with her entreaties, Massinissa found 

touched with a passion that was some- 
lore than pity : he therefore quickly 

her request, and finding her not averse 
olicitations, the very day they met was 

their nuptials. The first account t^'' ' '" 
had of tliis precipitate and scandaljF 

marrif 



ii«)n, wiin an ei04u^. 

Scipio was instantly fired wil.. 
the conduct of the young king; he now ^.^ 
that all his former lectures, exnorting to con- 
tinence and humanity, were but thrown aii'ay ; 
he therefore desired to speak ^nth Massinissa ia 
private, where he urged the cruelty, the immo* 
prit'ty, and the injubtice of taking the wife of 
anoth.er, and that on the day on which he had 
l(jbt his liberty and his kingdom : he entreated 
tlie young king to recollect his former viituoBS 
resolutions, and reject a passion that was attend- 
ed with infamy. Finding, however, these ^^ 
monstrances make no impression, he added, that 
Syphax was now the prisoner of Rome; that he 
must wait upon the senate ; and that his queen 
who was a prisoner also, must attend him then 
Massinissa now finding that the obstacles to I 
fancied happiness were insurmountable, lefiS 
pio in a seeming acquiescence wth his adr 
^Mf feeling all that tumult of passions, wl 
* '"ve, and ungovemed inclina' 



4idBgs were transacting at Cirta, 

Uu were lo terrified at their re- 

i^ and the fame of Scipio's former 

Kt they determined to recal An- 

r* Ital^i in order to oppose the 

boTD0. Deputies were Liccoriiing- 

;d, *Tth a positive command, to rc- 

«pO$e the Roman general, who nt 

flireatened Carthage with a siege. 

oald exceed the chagrin and disap- 

of Annibal, upon receiving this 

had long foreseen the ruin of Km 

hut at the same time knew, that Italy 

only place in which its fate could be 

d. However, he tibeyed the orders of 

dated country, with the saiTK submitiion 

meanest soldier would have done, and 

re of Italyi with tears in his eyes, after 

kept possession of the most beautiliil 

it for above fifteen years. 

a melancholy passage from Itiily, where 

lost his two brothers, with most ol' his 

, and left the allies of his country to tl 

the conquerors, he arrived at Lepdi, M 

from whence he marched to Adrue'' 

d at last approached Zama, a city « 

lys' journey of Carthage. ScipiOf M. 

ne, led out his army to meet him, M 

iniua, with siz thoujasd bonc) t 
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lis rival in the field how little he iw 

'proach, dismissed the spies, who were se 

plore his camoy having previously shei 

. the whole, wim directions to inform A 

1 of what they had seen. The Carthaginii 

jriil soon discovered the superior force of tl 

my, composed of the flower of the Roman 

lie his own army was now but a mixture 

rious nations, drawn together by necessit 

.th little experience, and less discipline. 11 

oops that had almost subdued Italy were woi 

lit, or but nominally existing in his army. Coi 

clous of this, his first endeavours were to fiiw 

£he war, by negociation ; and for this purpose, 1 

desired a meeting with Scipio, to confer upc 

terms of peace, to which the Roman general a 

sented. 

It was in a large plain between the two annir 
that the two greatest generals in the world car 
to an interview : each, for a while, silently 
garded his opponent, as if struck with mur 
reverence and esteem. Scipio was, in fi^ 
adorned with all the advantages of manly be? 
Annibal bore the marks in his visage of 
campaigns; and the loss of one eye gave a 
ness to nis aspect. Annibal spoke first, t 
effect : " Were I not convinced of the eq^ 
•« tlie Romans, I would not this day hav 
" to demand peace from the son, over 
" father I have formerly been victorious. 
** to Heaven, that the same moderation 
** I hope inspires us at this day, had f 
** among us at the beginning of the w 
" you had boon content with the Hmit? 
** Italian dominions, and that we h 
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to our cinpire ; wt hail 
ipored that Mood, winch 
can repay. As for 
s tangbt me the inanity of 
be tnstabtlitjr of fortune : but 
md perhaps not yet instructed 
>f adversity; you are now 
er the battles of Cannae and 
ni perhaps will aim at splendid, 
uefulf virtues. But consider^ 
e end at which all victories 
nd that peace I am sent here 

offer. Do not therefore ex- 
'.ard of an hour» that fame 
obtained by an age of con- 
!nt, Scipio, fortune is in your 
nt of time may give it to your 
me not call myself such : it 
now addresses you, Annibal 
ur virtues, and desires your 
ce will be useful to us both. 
ill be proud of the alliance of 

1 have It in your power to 
enemy into a stedfast friend." 
replied, " That as the wars 
iined of were begun by the 
ley ought not to complain of 
: that as to himself he could 
bis own perseverance on the 
hat some outrages had been 
5 the late truce, which re- 
1 ; and which, if consented 
y to conclude a treaty." 

J dissatisfied ; they returned / 
repare for deciding the con- / 
>rd. Never was a more me- / 
A A morable^i 
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t braoglu OD a g^t^nX ffiric The 

;<d^ which bad or£m from Ainiibal to 

K who Sed, now t^egan [oattacklfadr 

i *o that the body of ihd iD&ntrf ftu- 

p double cncounuT, of tho^ *rlio caiutd 

^t, and dime who ende^ivoared to pre> 

At lengtli th« gmeni, findoig it im- 

e to reduce them to ordei, (Sncted llut 
liould fall beliind, wliik he brou^it op Iw 
forces to oppo!>e lix pursuen. Scipa<\ npoa 
mmediatelx iounded a retivat, in otAm to 
,Itp hit men a «econd lime in good onler. 
HOW ibe combat \xpia afiesh. MtWD the 
r.of both armies. The Cafdogmkiu, 
Wr, having been deprived </ die oiccoot 
NT dephanu aod tbeir hone, lod dwir ok- 
being stronger of bodr> '^^^ obliged to 
eround. In the nuoin time, Wtuauta, 
Dad iK-en in pursuit of their cavalry, re- 
ig and attacking them in the rear, com- 
I their defi-at. A toul roui ensued ; twenty 
and men were killed in the battle or the 
it, and as many more were taken prisoners, 
bal, who had done all that a great general 
in undaunted soldier could perform, fled 
a small Ijody of horse to Adrumetum ; 
; he pausi'd on the instability of fortune, 
he ruin of hi-, country. 
peacL' was the fruit of this victory. The 
laginians, by Annilial's advice, submitted 
c conditions which the Romans dictated, 
i rivals, hut as sovereigns. By this treaty, 
were obliged 10 quit Spain, and all /^ q, I 
slands of the Mediterranean sea. IMH^^ 

were bound to pay ten thousand f 
■M in fifty years ; to give hostagei m 
le delivery of their ships and their j 
A A 2 cM 
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nf the second Pvnic War to the De- 
itruction of Carthage. 

the conclusion of the second Punic 

he Roman citizens had received 

only from their abilities, their fa- 

r .offices, or their virtues : but upon 

St of such various countries, so much 

id so many slaves were introduced, 

lanners of the people began to alter. 

ive them a taste for pleasures unknown 

ind the slaves they had taken were put 

offices of labour and husbandry, tnat 

lerly contiibuted to harden the warrior, 

rk the character of Roman simplicity. 

>ve for their country, and their zeal for 

ic good, seemed to be exhausted in the 

nflict with Annibal : many had given 

whole fortunes to the republic ; and not 

that recompence in peace which they 

I, they began to seek for gratification by 

eans, and to forget the tie which bound 

the state, in tlie resentment they felt 

particular individuals who composed it. 

senate, however, prosecuted new wars, 

ith a view to keep these turbulent spirits 

ing harm to the empire, than to advance 

ests. They continued to carry on the Ma- 

1 war against Philip ; who had offended, 

^•^ alliance with the Carthagi 
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nians, during the conquest; of Aanibal. To 
tijis hostility the Romans likewise were not a 
little incited by the prayers of the Athenians j 
who, from controlling the power of Persia, 
were now unable to defend themselves. Tlie 
Rhodians, with Attains, king of Pergamus, _ 
also joined the confederacy ajjaiast Philip ; who - 
was more than once defeated by Galba, the con- - 
sul. He attempted to besiege Athens, but the — 
Romans obliged him to rjise the siege ; he thai ^ 
made an effort to take possession of the si 
of Thermopylas, but was driven from ihenwj 
Quintus Flaminius, with great slaugbteTt ■ 
next attempted to take refuge in Tht' 
where he was again defeated, ivith consid) 
loss, and obliged to beg a peace, whiefe fl 

f;ranted on condition ot paying a thousitr 
ents, one half in ready money, and tlie 
half in the space of ten years. 

The peace with Philip gave the R.om»<'' 
opportimity of shewing tl:eir generoiiOTj f 
storing liberty to Greece, whose insd(ji»-*" 
had long admired and followed 1 ai * ' 
a principle of gratitude, endeaVW 
pense tlieir masters. The Creeta 
Jiand, made them all the r 
their power ; namely, gr.itituJ- 
and thus ended what was ealUJ 
donian war. 

During this conflict, the ( . 
joined Annibal, received somif ;;. 
The Spaniards also, who h.iil 
quelled by Cato the censor; aril 
were subdued, Nabis, the de|'. 
etdimon, oppiosed the Romans, 
1 submit. Scarcely, indeed, J 




(Ml MMii*: thtm, it^brat evfAc 

heir Mntntkw : imd atnr seme «Wh- 

in after the concluiitw M'the MMft> 
The pretext o(" the RonMnx "*nw» 
mxdf encroachnwiits upon ih« Ow 
who WOTf ihoir allies i and that h* 
efwgf tn AniiiK»l| their inwwrkW 
■ hnd l>ccn o,|iclW from Crtnhtigth 
hui| sutiwmcJ the Orwii, wai mw 
r*( nKcexxon. He wad hiild, Am> 




this bos^^^ die ptaye«o 
veie now unaoi ^ b 

-,^3^ more ^•*V ^^^ to beae 

S »*£Jto»torai. 

IU»B»»» '^^o take P«^ 

H^^'f e ^ 

loss, »»*„*Snon ofi 

Tents, one n^ j ^^ yt 
luitfto *^^^d» Philip 

storing n**!^.^ andfol 
a principle of ^ Tl 

and thus endea ^ 

^"Surin?^« '""^'^e 
■ .ined Annibal,«cevve 

Ce Spaniards also, 
were subdued. 



I ! 



xhettif without expe- 
Antiochus, kine of 
larcht whose strenjg;th and fame 
ambition ; and after some em- 
desy war was declared against 
ter the conclusion of the Mace- 
e pretext of the Romans wa8» 
{ encroachments upon the Grc- 
i^ere their allies ; and that he 
! to Annibal, their inveterate 

been expelled from Carthage, 
sumamed the Great, was one 
iccessors. He was bold, am^^^ 
er of very extensive dominions, 
d abilities invigorated and in- 
iians, who had fondly imagined 
r sway in Greece, bv siding 
s, found, too late, tnat thejr 

themselves to share the geiie- 
n which the other states of 

held, under the specious deno- 
jom. In order, therefore, to 

by committing another, they 
e among them, in the same 
d formerly invited the Romans, 
ame to their assistance, with 
aved as if he intended to be a 
than a partner in the war; in- 
t Ephesus in ease and pleasure. 
' the enemy's approach, he en- 
it for a peace ; this not suc- 
d his dependence on his mari- 
ven there his expectations were 
h the great Annibal was his 

midst of the consternation, 
250 misfortunes, he abandoned 

Lysimacbia, 
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fThe preten of the Rmnans was, 
made encroachments npon the Gre- 
who were their allies ; and that he 
refuge to Annibal, their UiTcteTate 
who had been expelled from Carthage. 
Jidochusi sumamed the Great, was one 
Lander's successors. He n-as bold, am- 
and master of very eitenuve domioioos, 
|U3 persona) abilities inviniraied and in- 
The ^tolians, who had fondly imagined 
lotild bear sway in Greece, br sidmg 
;e Romans, found, too late, that thejr 
\j brought themselves to share the gene- 
jection, in which the other states of 
were oon- held, under the specious deno- 
iQ of freedom. In order, therefore, to 
one error by committing another, they 
this prince among them, in the same 
as they had form eriy invited the Romans, 
ordingly came to their assistance, with 
•f, but behaved as if he intended to be a 
ir, rather than a partner in the war; in- 
himsell al Ephesus in ease and pleasure. 
pprised of the enemy's approach, he en- 
■ed to treat for a peace ; this not su 
, he placed his dependence on his maii< 
cesi but even there his cipcctations were^ 
ed, though the great Annibal was U*' 
. In the midst of the constemaiiy 
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cj cut off, he determined to die. H 

efore, one of his followers to bring I 

, ^rhich he had ready for this exigen 

jle he was preparing to take it, ** JLe 

£he Romans," said he, «' of their terrc 

they are unwilling to wait for the deal 

old man like me : there was a time wh 

was more generosity among them ; th 

* a time when they were knoiK-n to gua 

•* enemy from poison ; and now they has 

** an embassy to seek the life of a banish< 

** and to make a feeble monarch break \ 

** of hospitality." With these words, h 

the poison, and died, as he had lived, ' 

trepid bravery. 

During these transactions the spirit of 
sion seemed to rekindle in Rome, and i 
with new force. In the third year after 
elusion of the war with Antiochus, the 
of the people undertook to accuse Sci 
canus of defrauding the treasury of th 
which ^'as taken in war, and of too i 
correspondence with that king. Accc 
day was appointed him to answer fr 
duct. Scipio obeyed the summons 
stead of attempting a defence, rej 
countrymen, that on that very d 
gained the victory of Zama. Thi 
strongly struck the assembly of the 
they all left the tribunes in the For 
to attend Scipio at the capitol, to 
annual thanks to the Gods for sue! 
tory. The tribunes finding them? 
this attempt, resolved to accuse 
nate ; and debired that he would 
counts. Scipio, instead el gr.t* 



JpittlMs Touchers before their &ce%t 
H|HriUidrew to Laiuuiiiuiiiy a toiwii 
RHif Campania, ivhere he spent the 
vCfea t^idi was only three jears^ in 
privacy; testifying his din>]easiire 
I conntrymen, by the epitapii which 
to be engraved on his tomb : ** Un- 
coontrymen! you shall not pociets 

ious spirit once more breaking out in 
itinued for several years, during aB 
|uent wars and victories over the 
Istrians, Sardinians, Corsicans» and 
ns; for the Romans soon after entered 
id Macedonian war. This was with 
e son of Philip, who had been c<»ii- 
)g peace of the Romans. Peneosy ni 
?cure the crown, had taken off his 
metrius ; and upon the death of his 
lased with the hopes of imaginary^ 
:ommenced hostilities against Rome. 
course of this war, which continued 
years, many opportunities were of- 
by the rashness of the Romans, of 
their army ; but being either igno- 
jligent, he spent the time in empty 
or a peace. At length, ^milius 
. decisive overthrow near the river 

msummate general, Annibal when in exile pd^"**^ 
elegant though oblique compliment, 
on as to the names of the greatest coi 
I which they ought to stand : << The firtt 
'< is Alexander, the second Pyrrhui, 
. " ** And if you had conquered me," 
bat ranic would you have placed yi 
answered the Carthaginian. 



^m JiKoiinnril. had not Sctpo 

r-adoiKed UM of AfiiomH, i!io 
to coatmaiid k, bmiI as idikL 
in forces after a defeat* as to io- 
h hopes of utcimaie rktofy. But 
uld tuve failed, Kjd he not fomd 
ice Phameas, ibc maner of tfae 
boTse, who cune otct to bU sidc^ 
e he went on mccevfnllf ; and, at 
iiabitaiits were dmen into die ci- 
en cutoff all supplies of _ 
nti7; and next Mocked i^ 
« besieged, with incredible nuiu^ 
a new passage into d>e sea, bj 
3u)d receive necessaiiet from tns 
Scipio perceiving this, set upon 
!>eginning of,the ensuing wintcrt 
thousand of their men, and took 
jiriioners of war. The unhappy 
lOugh now bereft of all enernal 

rcsolvi'd upon every extremitf, 
lubmit r but they soon saw the 
icariT approaches ; the wall which 
en was quickly demolished; soon 
um was taken, which offered th« 

deplor;ibIe spectacle of houses 
eir fall, heaps of men lying dead, 
ed struggling to emerge from lh» 
id tiiem, and deploring their own 
itry's ruin. The citadel next sur- 
iscretion; and all now, except tlie 
carried, which was defended by 
I the Itoman army, and chose who 
St active in undertaking the w 
^er, expecting no mercy, and Gi 
B u 2 
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while the suppliants had any thing left to si 
They therefore leceiTed orders to leave 
city, which was to be levelled with the gr 
at the same time being allowed to build ai 
in any part of their territories, not less th: 
miles from the sea. This severe and de 
injunction they received with all the concei 
distress of a despairing people ; they im] 
for a respite from such a hard sentence : 
used tears and lamentations: but findin 
consuls inexorable, they departed with a g1 
resolution, prepared to suffer the utmo: 
tremities, and to fight to the last for 
seat of empire, and the habitations of 
ancestry. 

A general spirit of resistance seemed 
spire the whole people against their imp 
foes ; and they, now too late, began to s 
danger of riches in a state, when it h; 
longer power to defend them. Those v 
therefore, of gold and silver, which their 1 
had taken such pride in, were convertec 
arms, as they had formerly given up theii 
which, in their present circumstances, w 
most precious metaL The women also i 
^vith their ornaments, and even cut on 
hair, to be converted into strings for the 
men. Asdrubal, who had been latelv 
demned for opposing the Romans, was 
taken from prison to head their army; ani 
preparations wenj made, that, when the o 
came before the city, which they expecl 
find an easy conquest, they met with su« 
pulses, as quite dispirited their forces, and 
tlieir resolution. Several engagements 

ught before die walls, generally to the 

v; 
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r of the assailants ; so that the siege 
riuve hecti discontinued, had not Scipio 
)Uaj:iuSi the adopted son of Airicanus, ivho 
appointed to command it, used as much 
to save his forces after a defeat, a£ to in- 

ihem witli hopes of uhimate victory. But 
is arts would have failed, had he not found 
IS to seduce Pharneas, tlie master of the 
haKitiiaii horse, who came over to lus side. 
a tnat time he went on successi'ully ; and, at 
ih, the iuliabitauts were driven into the ci- 
I. He then cut off all supplies of prgvbions 
L the country ; and next blocked up the 
■n ; but tiie besieged, -with incredible indus- 

cut out a new passage into the sea, by 
:h they could receive necessaries from the 
y without. Scipio perceiving this, set upon 
n in the beginnine of, the enduing winter) 
d seventy ihduaand of their men, and took 
thousand prisoners of war. The unhappy 
nsmen, though now bereft of all external 
our, still resolved upon every extremity, 
er than submit : but they soon saw the 
ny make rearer approaches ; the wall which 
to the haven was quickly demolished ; soon 
r the Forum was taken, which offered tha 
querors a deplorable spectacle of houses 
ding to their fall, heaps of men lying dead, 
he wounded struggling to emerge from thu 
lage around them, and deploring their own 

their country's ruin. The citadel next sur- 
lered at discretion; and all now, except tlic 
pie, was carried, which was defended by 
jTters from the Roman army, and those who 

been most active in undertaking the war. 

JM, however, expecting no mercy, and find- 

B u 2 i'-'i 
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btit over Carthage was mod followed 
Irt oilier states. Cnrlnth, one ofdte 
lb of Greece, in ilie sami: tear nu- 
tkefate, bein^ subdued bj Mnnunipi, 
t, and completely razed. The ptetcxt 
ioletice was, tliat the Achaiant bad 
rar against the Lacedxmonian*, who 
tiance with Rome, Mctellus, thecon- 
nsequence of this, dr.nvinj; hii annf 
ia, overtliTfw their genciil Critolaiut 
inius succeeding faim in the command, 
' Dicas the Acbxan general, and de- 
Corinth> the spoils of which afterwards 
tie contributed to embelUtb Rome, 
vwisei though at first TJctorionSi wai 

cntirelf subdued. Vitiatusi the Spa- 
tiander, who from a shepherd became 
and afterwards a general over a imm^ 
f of men like himself, long harassed 
.ns ; but was at length taken off, by the 
ichcry. The Romans, indeed, suffered 
'erthrows from this brave people ; but 
ipin, who had destroyed Carthage, and 
■ the former of that name, was also 

Africur.us, being made consul, re 
; fortune of his country, and laying 
lumantin, the strongest ciiy in Spain, 
bed inhabitants, to avoid falling ^ q 
hands of the enemy, fired the 133,' 
id them, :tnd all, to a man, ex- 
he flames. Thus Spain became a pro- 
ingiiig t" Rome, and was governed in 

two annual pnetors. By this severe 

. of the vanquislied, the Romans dis- 

lemsclvcs, and shew how much they 

SB 3 had 
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Dalniclwit of Carthage to tht perpetual 
Diclatoniip ofSyUa. 

haughty and unjust dUpnsiiion, which 
became so conspicuoiis> in regard to 
-elations, was accompanied by a cor- 
Lg train of private and ikimcscit: evils. 
! period every noxious principle which 
livide, enslave, and at last to destroy, 
TOwth. The Roman power and glory 
V to have reached their acm£ : their 
afterwards might be more numerous, 
dominions more extensive, but their 
was riithcr an increase of territory than 
h. They now began daily to degene- 
I their ancient modesty, tempenince, 
licity of life. The triumphs and the 
Asia brought in a taste for splendid 
ind this produced avarice and invened 
so that from henceforward the pen of 
<pears :is if depicting a different nation, 
o Gracchi" were the first who saw this 
orruption iimong the great, and re- 
solved 



n fiiRiily vK, (hough picbi 



couulalc, wii a grtot 
be diughicio'ihaliiit 



red to repress It, by renewing tlie LiciH 
•r. Thb law, which had been openly viola 
■ the nobility for upwards of 250 years, i 
tde any citii^en to possess more than 5iKi a< 
f land, and decreed, that the overplus shd 
jecome the property of the state. Tibei 
Gracchus, the elder bioihcr, was a person vl 
distinguished, both for the advantages of 
person, and the qualities of his mind. V 
aiiferent from Scipio, of ■whom he was ' 
grandson, he seemed more ambitious of poi 
than desirous of glory ; and more eager to I 
brace novelties tlian to suppoA existing esiabli 
mcnts. He m^s liberal rather from nature tl 
from principle; and his compassion for the 
pressed was equal to his animosity against' 
oppressors : but unhappily his passions, ral 

Afiicuiui, thit fimout Cornell 1 vbuwoihc jiiIUinoFhe 
and ibc ptotligy of her age { »nil had by her tevetal ihiM 
whomthfeeorly ariiveJ toroaiuiityofaKt, Tibuiui Gn 
Cu 111 Gnu hut, and adiughier, named Scmpianii, « 
manivd to ihe iHond Afnaaat. Tiberiui, the rUt 
deemed the mut acrompllihed youih in Rome, wilh n 
^ qualiriet both of body and mind. Hii iKtraardinx 
mre heightened by a noble air, in engaging caunleniT 
*1I ihuc winning gnces o( nilUTe which lecominei 
He n^ade hiA 6nt umpaigii itndev hL broihei-in-lav 
tlnguiibed himieir, on ill oaaiiani, by hii cohm 
prudence of his conduct. ^V hen he Tetiiined Co Ro 
plied hiniHlf to ihe study of eloquence ; and, it I 
vM, WM accounted the beit orator ol' hii age. He 
daughter of Appiut Claudiot, who bad been forn 
and ceniof, and wai then piince of the leoate. I 
fix nme time in the anuimenn both of hii own v 
niljr, and lupporled the inUrett of ihe patrkiii 
sue openly att>ck>n| the populat Action. It i 
frtt conceJKd an unconquerable hatred agiintt I 
' consequence of iheir annulling ■ treaty with lb 
^wluth he hKl been a pany in fonuing. 



Wbi^msDu, npcract-d cvi-n in hin piirvuio nt 
Kiinil \beie frvquenily ilnive him beyond 
Kw Jutr. HU tleti^iu in ^eiienil ap^i^t 
m hten honPBti bill iMiiwiiitioii put hit iii- 

MIS Inl-i .Ikm-,li-r; ;rPid llloUgh llO bugilti 

p'ii'iii'' "I ,i''i<<', iif wit) lit bit obligfil 

fli.ii ■ ! i.li' liir hi I party. Such 

;1j.- .1. I il"' fidur Oracemii. who 

1 ilii- l.iwi-i 1 l.nii-i III tlie commiiniry reiiily 
«imd M hi« prupomti. Cuntlnuiil iniiiry 
neglect, afLer txcriEicing ii)l (a thn puolir, 
iliuiiiitcd iho hunrti of the muliitude i hut 
conceuW tlimr Imtred, nr, purliuiiii, thought 
lir duty ta miEFer i while thu iwniiti', unJuiCi 
ipt, und morcouiiry, waits only iiitmt nn 
illing ihoir iiuriii,il h..!,i-iiff.>i umliT (lii- d!if- 

nf tht^ir <■..,„,.„ :. .,! !. ;m,I, . ,, (f,u 

of partli"., ■ I ■■■ I I'l'i- 

l himteU't" i ! -'iili-- 

1« ho who Im<I ! ■!■ iir.M,,,i,,l I,, r,-- 

h thi- pr.wiT .)! S.ljiii. AlVliiiiiiiii il w,i»he 
previiiled fur putting in foTco tlie Liciniiin 
I)ut uiixioiia to prevent this law from being 
ed to tlie luivantage of the great, a* it had 
rto been, Iil- cuuiied it to he enacted alio, 
r>ne half nC iht- illicit surpluit ihould he 
to th<; cliilJrci) of the Ininigfeiior | und 
ther half disirihuted to i»ch of the poor an 



confusion. But Gracchus, who was a man 
the greatest eloquence of his time, easily wi 
off these aspersions ; and, in spite of intercs 
opposition, carried his object through popi 
favour. 

The death of Attains, king of Pergamus, i 

nished this champion of democracy with a r 

opportunity of gratifying the meaner pari 

the people, at the expence of the great. 1 

king had by his last will left the Romans 

heirs ; and it was now proposed, that the mo 

so devised should be divided among the poor 

well as the lands, which became theirs by 

late law of partition. This project revived 

dormant flame : the senate assembled in orde 

concert the most proper method of securing tl 

riches to themselves ; and, as they had numer 

dependents, who were willing to sacrifice lih 

for plv ■ V and ease, the^-e were commanded ti 

in rouliness, to intimidate the body of the ] 

pie, who wvre attending to the harangues ot 

bcrius Gracchus in the capitol. Here, as a 

mour was raised by the clients of the groa 

owe side, and by the favourers of democracy 

the other, Tiberius found his speech enti 

internipted, and begged, in vain, to be atter 

to ; till at last, raising his hand to his heac 

intimate that his life was in danger, the parti 

of the senate perverting his meaning, insinu 

that he wanted a diadem. In consoquenc 

lliis, an uproar spread itself through all r; 

of people : the corrupt part of the se 

called on the consul to defend the comi 

wealth by force oi arms ; but this prudent 

gistrate declining such violence, Scipio Na 

kinsman to Gracchus, immediately n\se up, 

preparing himself i'or the contest, desired 
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..-Uld defond flic dajinity and tlii; au- 
jf the liiwj, hhiiiild folbw him. Upon 
pnil^J by H liirge \tady of xenntrin iuid 
fuTHcd With cliibii he proceeded directly 
f eupitolf in >pite of aU iciistsincc. Ti- 
j perceiving hy the tumult time he was 
jldirly aimed At, cnde;iv(mred to fly j and 
ns atidc hi* rtibe, in uipeditc his escapi^i 
iittd to ECt thrnugh the thn>ng i but hnp- 
V U> full over a person ulrcady on the 
id, Hiiiumiiii, one of hi* colleu^uei In the 
Hthipi who wan of the opposite faction, 
t hitn dead with a piece of a bench i and 
)HI than tliree hundred of hu partifimii 

8tlie name fate, bcine; killed in the tumult. 
d the vengeance of the icnute rent hero, 
lUnded to nunihori of lho»o who were su- 
kI nf espiiimiiig his cause ; many of them 
niii [•• iliMlIi, iii:iny wtTC kiiiislied, mid 
ng w;ii oniiiicd lo inspire the jjcople with 
rhiirrniLi: ul' hii crimes, which, however, 
eitliet' |iit-it'iuli'd or ;it be-iC problematical. 
iCH* di»«-nHi(iiiH, lliimgh for some time in- 
|>tcd by 11 victory gained by Ariatonicus, 
■ill biLlln-r lo ihe hue king of Pergamus, 
pnrini.Irr u> iln; crown, over the Romun 
il, l.ii'iiiiut (.'r^ishun, were Mioii renewed. 
\riilniiiiiiw living ovi-rilirown by Perpenna, 
:oii»ul, ;im! living alU-rwiird* heweged in 
oiiicv, iiiui (:<im]H'lkd by famine to r"^ 
;r, he w;iN, after giaeing the conouf^ 
iph, «uaiigle.l ill piif-oii by order ot tl 
The respiu- ihai waK given by &" 
:, iifTorili'd an opporiunity to tlie pi 
viiig ihoir fiirmer animoiitiei, hn 
« uracdiiiK, the bruUiur of 1^ % 
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paid the forfeit of his life to the love o< 

pularity. 

Cains Gracchus was but twenty-one upon 
death of his brother Tiberius, and, as he was 
young to be much dreaded by the great, « 
was at first unwilling to risque their resentnn 
he therefore lived in retirement, unseen, and 
most forgotten. But, while he thus seemed 
sirous of avoiding popularity, he was, in real 
employing his solitude in the study of eloquei 
which was the readiest means to obtain it. 
length, when he thought himself qualified 
serve his country, he offered himself candi< 
for the questorship to the army in Sardi 
which he easily obtained. His valour, afiabil 
and temperance in this office, were remarked 
all ranks of men. The king of Numidia send 
a present of com to the Romans, ordered 
amb"iissadors to declare that it was entirely 
tribute to the virtues of Caius Gracchus. ' 
message the senate treated with scorn, an 
dered the ambassadors to be dismissed vnxl 
tempt; which so inflamed the resentme 
young Gracchus, that he immediately \e! 
army, to complain of the indignity throwr 
his reputation, and to offer himself for t 
buneship of the people. It was then tl 
great found in this youth, who had been I 
disregarded upon account of his age, a m' 
midable enemy than ever his brother ha 
His eloquence against the calumnies whi 
laid to his charge, exceeded whatever I 
heard in Rome ; and his intrepidity in 
ing his pretensions equalled the rest oi 
tues. Notwithstanding the warmest o 
from the senate, he was declared trib 
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^. _ , ; and he now prepared to 
>taxeeT which Tiberius had gone 

effort was to have Popilius, one of 
inTCterate of his brother's eneimes, 
K tbe people ; who, rather than stand 
if a tnal, chose to go into voluntary 
ne« procured an edict, granting the 
tbe city to the inhabitants of Latium j 
ifter, to all the people on the hither 
Ipi. He fixed a maiimuro for the 
imi and procured a monthly distribn- 
mong the people. He then proceeded 
ie tbe late corruptions of the senate ) 
he whole body being convicted of bri- 
rtion« and tlie sale of officesi a law 
id, transferring the power of judging 
ugistrates from the senate to the 
hich effected a great alteration in the 
n. The number of these ofEcers, thus 
nspectors over the conduct of all other 
■s of the state, amounted to three 
who were chosen from among the 
Gracchus. Ever attentive to the good 
imonwealth, lieneit ordered the nigh- 
e im])roved and adorned i he caused 
inuric; to be built, and stored with 
iinst times of scarcity j and, to give 
of justice to the people, he caused 
itities of com, which Fabius, the pro- 
Spain, had eJtorted from his govem- 
le sold, and the money remitted to the 
imers. In short, on whatever side we 
:haracter of this great J 
ust, temperate, wise, active, and a 
1 to restore the ancient limplit 



we s^lU 

and id" 
ipliatf 
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Rome, bin tlie attempt, though honourakte, 
not in the power of any one to accomplish. I 
ciples of government, to obtain validity, i 
ever be in unison mth the moral principles 
actuate the community. Rome was now 
praved, and nothing could restore it to its 



Gracchus, by these means, however) b< 
grown not only very popular, but very ppwe 
in the state, was become the object to which 
senate directed all their resentment. At f 
they seemed only to wait till his tribuneship 
pired, in order to wreak their vengeance \ 
iafely ; but, contrary to their eipectations, 
^ P was chosen a second time to that ofl 
] jj,' though without the least efibrts on 
side to get himself re-elected. T 
therefore resolved to alter their method of j 
ceeding, and endeavonred to oppose his 
pularity by setting up a rival. This ivas Drti 
liis colleague, who seemed to go even bcyi 
Crjcchus in every proposal j and, being seen 
encouraged by the senate, so far succeeded 
his schemes, as to divide the affections of 
people. The jealousy of Gmcchus on I 
occasion quickly blazed out ; he ti«ate<l 
colleague with contempt : and, as the senatti 
foreseen, it eatised a very powerful party of, 
former admirers to declare against him. I 
llie greatest effort to ruin him was yet m 
serve. From the time of his return to Rfl 
trom Sardinia, he had been elected one of 
triumviri, an office instituted by his brother 
herius, to determine the quantity of land | 
sessed by each individual in the state. lal 
employment Graccbui) who shewed hims^ 
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■'awidunuK, and impresicd with die same 
&1 ipirh of cquuljly, cndeavQured to re- 
• eich in,iii's pus«ea!>Lons according to UW| 
tnflexihlc justice. Those who thought 

niclveit a^rgncved hy Iiii aeverityr hstd re- 
ine lo Scipio Africanus for redrew. Scipio, 
JO h»d loii^ been an enemy to the Licinian 
r, VfM Uh> sensible iif the pw>plc'» power, to 
pote it openly i but pniceeUini; with more cau- 
n, nbcaincd a new ollicer tn tie chotenr whose 
tincM it was to settle the claims of individii»l> 
longit each ntlier, liefore thimi- of the public 
dd~be determined by the triumviri. For tliis 
qjcisc, Tuditanus tiu- consul was chiucn t who 
It having a power of pnttracling the wished- 

division of lands, leetned to bu:id iusiduou*!^ 
the bu«ineM for which he was clwien. How- 
■r, when he could no longer dcl'cr the wttlt- 
(It "f iJie I;inds in question, he pretended to 
called off to quell an insurrection in one of 
' provinces, and thus left the claims and the 
ihes of the people undecided. An universal 
mour was raided against Scipio, by whose ar- 
ce this procrastination took place i and one 
the tribunes even cited him to appear, and 
wer for the assassination of Til>erius Gr;ic- 
K. Hciplo, however, disdained to meet the 
.rgc ; but went home, as some chouglit, to 
ditate a sj>cech for the ensuing day i hut in 

morning was found dead in his bed, and liy 
lark round his neck, it appeared that he was 
tngled. The death of this great man jiro- 
:ed much s-uspicion again^it the leaders ot the 
lular party, a great part of wli 
ted against Gracchus, who scorned to 
iself from a crime, of which there "" 



proofs against him. But viUtng to ttir 
thoughts of the people another way, ht 
posed the rebuilding of Carthago and pf< 
It from Rome, lait tchcme witK gtadl 
braced by the people, and i^ii thouinnd fat 
with Gracchus at their head, left the cHy, 
der to settle there. But they had scarce 
gun to clear away the rubbish, whwi the7 
disturbed hy several omens, which, to 
stitiout people, was luiScieni to check ifc 
gress of every undenalciTig. In faci, mucl 

rerful motives recalled Gracchui to S 
his enemies, during his absence, had t 
themselves with effect to blacken ht» cha 
In consequence of thi«, on his return, he 
the populace a faithless and unsteady son 
they began to withdraw all iheir com 
from him, and to place it upon Drusos, 
character was unimpeached. It was ii 
that lie designed new laws in their favoa 
called up several of the inhabitaoti of t 
ferent towns of Italy to his support j the 
ordered them all to depart from Rome, at 
tent one stranger to priwn, whom Gracdi 
invited to live with nim, and honoured « 
table and friendship. To thin iitdigni' 
shortly after added a disgrace of a moi 
tendency ; for, in standing for the tribun 
third time, he was rejected, through i 
tifice of his enemies. 

The senate no sooner taw Gracchus i 
to a private station, than they detemi 
ruin him ; and deputed Opimui the cons 
was his mortal enemy, to be the instnn 
their malignity against him. The conn 
_^o the greatest pnde, added the utmost 

^K IIQ 
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wok the office with alacrity, and first pro- 
those laws to be annulled, which were 
4 for establishing; a coSony at Carthag;e. He 
-proceeded to abroga.te all the other laws 
bhad been made durinp the two tribiineships 
iius, appointing a day for that purpose. 
It satisfied, however, witii the protection 
1 the senate, the knights, anJ a nunicruus 
Oe of slaves and clients, the consul ordered 
ty of Candians, who were mercenaries in 
loman service, to attend him. Thuj guard- 
Hd conscious of the superiority of his force, 
tulted Gracchus wherever he met him ; but 
Uter avoided aU recrimination ; and, as if 
s^d of the consul's design, would not even 
any kind of arms for his defence. His 
I Flaccus, however, a zealoiu tribune, was 
) remiss, but was resolved to oppose party 
rty ; and for this purpose broujjht up se- 
countrymen to Rome, under a pretence of 
seeking employment. When the day for 
mining the controversy was arrived, the 
larties, early in tlie morning, attended the 
»1, where, wliile the consul was sacrificing, 
ding to custom, one of the lictors taking up 
itrails of t!ie beast that was slain, in order 
nove them, could not forbear crying out 
accus and his adherents, " Ve factious ci- 
ns, make way for honest men." This in- 
j provolied tjie party to whom it » 
;d, thiit they instantly fell upon hin 
:d him to death with the writing i 
; which they then happened to r 
hands. His murder caused i 
nee in the assembly ; but 
rhus, who saw the consequeocei B 
c c a 




ft 



likely to ensue, repnnirt,.w_ 
his enemies such advantaee over nini , . 
many attempts to speak, but could not be he 
on account of the tumult ; wherefore he wa 
last (^bilged to retire, and wait the event. Ai 
was passing through the forumy he stop 
liefDfc a statue, raised to his father's meni< 
and, regarding it for some time, he burst ini 
flood of tears, as if deploring the spirit of 
times. His followers were not less moved t 
he ; and all joining in pitying him, vowed n< 
to abandon a man, whose only crime "was hi; 
fection to his country. In the mean time 
senate took every method to alarm tlie city. 
t(^ rouse their apprehensions of danger, 
consul was directed to take care that the 
nion wealth sliould receive no injury ; by t 
iorm they invested him with dictatorial p 
The dead lictor's corse was carried in tr 
through the streets, and exposed to view 
the senate-house ; while the whole bodv 
nobles received orders to be in arms t 
day, with their slaves and dependent? 
Mount Aventine. On the other side, 
was sedulously employed in collecting th' 
** ^'••i shattered partisans : but it was 

- "ommntinns of tho 
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Mf— ■"* Nonrithsiandhi?, he ic- 
Krined as the re«, bat t^ing his 
t!teut a short dagger for bb deKDce, 
Mag attacked, he prepared to Ind 
n to Mount Avemine. There he 
U proclamation had been made by 
', « thai whoever ^ould bring either 
, or that of Flaccvs, dwuld receive 
t in gold as a revrard." It was to no 
It he sent the youngest son of Flac- 
Tas yet a child, with proposals for as 
ation. The senate and the consuls, 
sensible of their superiority, rejected 
■s, and resolTed to punish his offence 
ng less than death ; and in order to 
party, they offered pardon to all who 
lediately abandon hina. Thisproduced 
effect i for he was soon left with very 
■ces. He now re-Jolved to wait upon 
in person j but his frietMis would not 
1, through an apprehension of losing 
zander. The child of Haccus was, 
sent once more to demand peace j 
s, the consul, who thirsted for slaugh- 
■d the boy to prison, and leading nis 
,0 Mount Aventine, fell upon thepo- 
h ungovernable fury ; and a temhle 
ensued. Flaccus attempted to find 
I ruinous cottage, but being discover- 
n, with his eldest son. Gracchus, at 
rd to the temple of Diana, where he 
ed to die by his own hand, but was 
by two of his faithful friends and fol- 
amponius and Lucinius, who forced 
■k safety by flight. Accordingly he 
lest of his way to cross a bridge, thai 
led ] 



become ihe property oi u*.> 
Gracchus, the elder brother, was a pei a^,.. 
distinguished, both for the advantages of his 
person, and the qualities of his mind. Very 
different from Scipio, of whom he was the 
grandson, he seemed more ambitious of powei 
than desirous of glory ; and more eager to em- 
brace novelties than to support existing establish- 
ments. He was liberal rather from nature thai 
from principle ; and his compassion for the op 
pressed was equal to his animosity against ua 
oppressors : but unhappily his passions* ratha 

Afrlcanos, that famous Cornelia who was the pattern of her le^ 
and the prodigy of her age j and had by her several children, « 
whomthree only arrived to matuiity of age, Tiberius Gracchi 
Caius Gracchus, and a daughter, named Seoipronia, wboir 
married to the second Africanuf. Tiberius, the eldest, v 
deemed the most accomplished youth in Rome, with respec 
the qualities both of body and mind. His extraordinary ta^ 
were heightened by a noble air, an engaging countenance, 
all those winning graces of nature which recom.nend r 
He made his first campaigns under his brother-in-law, ar 
tinguished himself, on all occasions, by his courage, a 
prudence of his conduct. \\ hen he returned to Rome 
'•«««»1f to the study of eloquence ; and, at thirt 
' - »w.gt orator of his age. He mar 
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operated even in his pursuits of 

jt ftequently drove him beyond 

. His designs in (renerjl apftetir 

nonesi; but opposition put his iiu 

I disorder ; and tliough he began 

pies of justice, he was at last obliged 

gfi his rectitude for his party. Such 

disposition of the elder Gracchus, who 

at lower classes of the communin' ready 

md all his proposiils. Continual injttry 

iglect, after sacrilicing all to the public, 

ienated the hearts of the multitude i but 

.tincealed their hatred, or, perhaps, thought 

T duty to suffer t while the senate, unjust) 

pt, and mercenary, were only intent on 

iidnB; their internal baseness under the diu;. 

of their conquests abroad. Such was the 

of parties, when Tiberius Gracchus pro- 

d himself to bo cbiWL'n tribune ff thi.' people. 

■as he who Ii.i.l ([iimi'ily ;ntt'niptL'd tn vi:- 

ch the power ot Scipio Atricanus i it was he 

prevailed for putting in force tlie Liciniau 

fiut anxious to prevent this law from being 

ited to the advantage of the great, as it had 

irto been, lie caused it to be enacted also, 

one half of the illicit surplus should be 

n to the children of the tr.msgreasor ; and 

ither half distributed to such of the poor as 

nothing ! and lest any, by purchase, should 

*ge thetr possessions, three officers were ap- 

ted, called triumviri, who were to dcter- 

• and examine the quantity of land occupied 

wry individual. This, of course, irriiatei 

ich, who endeavoured to persuade tlie pc-o 

that the proposer only aimed at disturbiii; 

{ovcmment, and throwing all things int 

coiifuiio 
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superior in abilities to both, and ereadT^ v 
vour with the people, he murdered Hiem 
the eldest son, and made the same attemf 
Adherbal the younger, who escaped, and 
to the Roman? for succour. Whereupon 
gurtha, being sen:iible how much avarice 
injustice had crept into the senate, seni his 
bassadors with large presents to Rome, wf 
siiceessfuHy prevailed, that the senate det 
him half the kingdom, which be had ibu 
t^uired by murder and usurpation, and seni 
commissioners to divide it between him and 
herbal. Not satislied even with this, he 
trived at length to murder Adherbai, ar 
seize the vhole. The people of Rome, 
had stiU some generosity remaining, ui 
mously complained of his treachery ; the sc 
alone, who had been bribed to silence, contii 
for a while in su5pense. However, a consul 
sent at last with a powerful army, to eiecuti 
tice on the murderer ; but he too being als 
fected with the avarice of the times, sufi 
himself to be bribed ; and, suspending his 
rations, made overtures for peace. 

The people therefore more enraged than be 
procured a decree, that Jugurtha should be ; 
moned in person before them, upon the p 
faith of the state, in order to give an accou 
all such as had accepted brib^ Jugurtha 1 
no great difficulty in throwing himself upoi 
clemency of Rome, and soon after appe 
before the people in a suppliant manner, ai 
a dress corresponding with his situation. 
instead of discovering those who were bri 
he only set about renewing the evil compfa 
of: and being lensible t£at every thing 
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|i Rome, without much endeavouring tu 
! any by the justice of his cause, he 
; more cenaiii methods of interesting 
A)j the distribution of his riches. 
ft people finding- that it was tmposiible to 
ij^ their magistrates) by drAwing evidence 
it them from their corruption, soon ordered 
iihz to quit Rome. As he had visited 
atj on the faith of the state, he was pro- 
1 till he returned to his own dominions ; 
in the mean time, Albinus the consul was 
irith an army to traverse his designs. The 
operations of the Roman general were 
ded with success; and Jugurtha finding 
ira inability to oppose him in the field, en- 
Jtaed to circumvent him in the cabinet, 
proposals for peace were made on his side; 
to every day offering himself up as a pri- 
; and yet every day securing his power in 
tate. Albinus thus saw himself perplexed 
rcaties, which he could not comprehend ; 
he time of his command almost insensibly 
ed, without having struck any important 
. Being obliged to return, to attend the 
on of magistrates at Rome, he left the di- 
jn of the army to Aulus, his brother, a 
in every way unequal to the command. 
ivarice induced him to lay siege to Suthnl, 
ce almost impregnable by nature, and only 
ng tlie enemy, because it contained the 
urc of the king. Jugurtha, conscious of 
strength of the place, suffered Aulus to 
X himself before it ; and, with a consum- 
spirit of intrigue, at one time pretending 
at another, offering terms of accommo- 
«, but still lavishing his bribes even to the 
meanest 
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meanest centurion, he led his antagoniit i 
suth straics, thai he was finally compelled 
hazard a battle upon i^sadvanUgeous ten 
ami his whole array, to avoid bdng cut to piei 
was oblie;eii to pass under the yoke. 

Metellus, the succeeding consul, found sS. 
in this condition, upon his arrival in Kiunid 
— ofiGcers without confidence, an army with 
discipline, and an enemy ever wuchful, i 
ever !ntrig;uing. However, by his gre^ att 
tion to buaness, and by an integrity thai sh 
dered at corruption, he soon b^jn to Tdri 
the a£iirs of Rome, and the credit of the an 
in the space of two years, Jugurtha was oi 
thrown in several battles, forcied from his c 
domiiuons, and consQuined to negociate in i 
nest for a peace, which Metellos offered to gr: 
upon condition that he should first deliver 
Iiis elephants and arms. With this the Nu 
tlian prince complied, and they were delita 
up accordingly. He was then conunandcd 
pay two hundred thousand pounds weight 
silver, lo defray the eipences of the wax; 
was immediately paid down. The desen 
werenext orderediobe givenup: whichalso' 
complied with. At length, the Roman grai 
insisted that Jugurtha £ould surrender mi \ 
son, and put himself upon his trial at flo 
Witli this he refused to comply, though 
cumvented in having already yielded so nu 
and thus the treaty being broken, both siAm 
solved once more lo attempt the haiards of 
war. All things, hott*e\-er, promised MeM 
an easy and a certain victory ; but tbe tin 
his consulate being almost expired, anothec 
neral reaped the harvest of glor}' wUch fail 
ia 
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Alsby had sown. Tins was Caiot Marian who 
kul been sent with him ai bit hentmam in the 
war ja commander who became afterwarfls the 
glory and the scourge of Rome^ He was bom 
m 3, village near Arpmum, of poor pareats, 
•riia gained their liring bj their labour ; and as 
be had been bred up in a participation of their 
tolU) his manners were as rude ai his cjOII- 
tmance was forbidding. He was a roan of ei- 
traordinary statute, incomparable «rengt!i, and 
Dndaunted bravery. He entered early into the 
Kttice of his country, and was, from the be- 
" [, remarkable fnr his exact obiervance of 
:, and his implicit obedience to those in 
i. He souQ;hl, upon erverj occasion, 
dxngers equal to his eoniage : die longest 
r marcfaeS) and the most painful fatigues of war, 
I Were easy to one bred up in penury and labour. 
I He had already passed through the meaner gra- 
dations of office, and each seemed cnnfftTcd 
Upon him as the reward of some signal exploit. 
When he stood for the office of military trihime, 
though his person wils unknown, his actions were 
fjuniflar to the multitude. When elected to ilmr 
charge, his general found his merit and a^^ist- 
ance so great, that he seconded him, with his 
interest, in procuring him to be made a tribune 
nf the people. It was in this station thav his 
ambition began to appear, and his detestation 
of the senate, whose vices, indeed, deserved his 
enmity, became conspicuous. Not to be inti- 
midated by their threats, he boldly arraigned 
' their corruption, even in the senate-house ; nnd 
when Metellus, who till then had patronised 
I md raised him, disapproved his leal, he even 
L threatened to commit him to prison. Never- 

I B » thc-lcss, 
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ess, being afterwards sent under h! 
tenant into Numidia^ Metellus prefi 
.Tc^ of his country to private r» 
i trusted to Nfarius with the most ii 
ncfrms of the war. This confidence 
isplaced; Mariuf acquitted himself 
ction with such prudence and res^)lut 
le was considered at Rome as second 
nand, but first in experience and rcstAi 
was in this situation of afFairs, that i 
as has been said, was obliged to solicit 
for a continuation of his command ; u 
rius ungratefully resolved to obtain it 
self, and thus acquire the glory <jf pu 
end to the war. To accomplish this 
vately inveighed against Metellus by 
sarics at Rome : nc insinuated among 
plcy that the war was prolonged, only tc 
the consul's command ; and asserted, 
half tlie army he would make Jugurf 
soner. By such professions as these, 
cited a spirit f/f discontent against Mr 
brought over a party to his own intr 
y^ Q perniitt'--d to stand for the 
Mjt'i. which he obtained, contrar 
pcctation and influence of 
<inJers. 

M;irlii<» bcinp^ thus invested with 
pr/v/cr (A' Tiiaii.'i^Mng tlie war, sh 
evrrry v."i/ fit tor li.c commission. 
v/;i'. (.-(j'lal t') ill', valour; and h< 
liirir.cit mast<T of I he cities wliic! 
yet I'-riiaiiiiii;.'^ in N'nmidia. T' 
iuy^ li(r h.u\ v.f) l«;ii;.^*:r a cap; 
hiniMrir, was o!jli:/':d to liavc 
siit'iiK-'j to 15occl*MS, y\ii'f^ o' 
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blie was oiarned. A battle mok 
■i trliicb the NDmufiaiis Mu pt Be d 
finp bf nJgfat, asd gnaed a tem- 
B^^ Howerer it was bat of ihon 
, In- Hariu lOon after orertbmr 
igtaAea^seMoeats, 'mooeofwiach 
1 imieiT ^ou»ii(i of dw Afiican 
Iwn. Bocchus now finding the Ro- 
ffcrfiil to beresistedf did not think 
to hazard his own crown, to pio- 
lis ally ; be tben&m detennined to 
upon whatever conditioDs fae ini^^ 
id accordinely sent to Rome, mw 
otectioQ and friendship. Tbeicsnte 
unbassadon with their nmal haiwlw 
ifter some time, thej weie gim t» 
that the dcUveiing np of Ji^nitha 
ns, would, in some meajore, on^ 
avour, and soiten thdr resentment, 
pride of Bocchus struggled against 
sal i but a few interviews with Sylla, 
estor to Marius, reconciled him to 
ous measure. At length, therefore, 
IS given up, and earned by Marius 
aded with chains, a deplorable in- 
isted ambition. He did not long 
■verthrow, being cruelly condemned 
; to be starved to death in prison, a 
fter he had adonicd the triumph of 

vas an end put to the Jugurthine 
lews was brought to Rome, that an 
imber of barbarians from die north, 
f into the Roman dominions, and 
Italy with slaughter and desolation, 
all men were turned on Mariui "^ 
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■mcrgeney. andi contraiy to the constin 

of the stfttei -whldi required an itttetval i 

■ears, he was made a second time cRnm 

people he was to oppose were the Cimbi 

Teutones, who had left their forests, to d 

nber of three hundred thousand men, inordt 

seek new habitations in the fruitful valleys ( 

.ly. They had, some time before, invadi 

iul, where they committed great ravages, a 

rfeated several Roman armiei that were set 

gainst them. Maritis, however, was complecd 

uccessfiil. He declined fighting, till tllrir foit 

vas weakened by delay ; but afterwnrdi « 

gaging them as they were passing the Alps, i 

three separate bodies, a bloody battle ensoa 

which lasted two days. In this the Roidb 

i, and Theutobocchus, d 



]0i/ king of the Teutones, was taken prisnne 
with the loss of an hundred and St 

(j^ ■ thousand men. But, notwithstanding I 
Teutones were thus defeated, the afl 
of the Cimbri remained entire, and had 
tually passed the Alps, after having jnit C 
Ins, the Roman consul, to flight. MariuEt 1 
ever being made consul a fifth time, for the 
pic had continued him in office during the v 
of the w;tr, gave them a dreadful overt! 
An hundred and forty thousand of thes 
barians were slain, and sixty thousand 
captive. Their wives, during the engagi 
fmigiit fiiriously in chariots by the siiws 4 
husbands ; and, at last, when thn- uw ) 
tune of the field decided, slevr tbrir fi 
and then, with desperate intrepidity, 1^ 
tual wounds. 

Marius, by these victories, faavtqg 
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wmt fortniclible to diiunt natioiu in war. soon 
ttur ftivw miirK mora danj^rrouii to hii fellow* 
dtiioni in iicacn. Meccllu«, iVom being hi* tint 
ftxroa unil pn>nio[cr, wiin long erown haleiul 
Id hinii fur hii nuwriur influence in the ien»te i 
w that he eiimoiitljr wished to hmvc him bani>h> 
(d from Rome, 'i'o rffitct tliif, he lubomod (mt 
SKuminut, who hud fraudulently poiM^acd him> 
ttlf o£ the iribuneihipi to prufi-r ii luw tiir tlis 
pulltion of luch land* ai hud been rernvercd ii\ 
Iba late wur, and to oblige the Rcnkitorx in t^kc 
taolvmi oath for putting it into rnurutlini, in 
MMbwu ptttned. The Uw w.it tnon nuiu-d, 
tf At inure« of M»riut i but wIjl-u ihr mtiuio 
anw to confirm the obwrvanco of it, Mctdluf, 
iriuh coniidcred it em h renewal of the imciont 
diKUrbtncen which had been id fatitl to the cnn> 
■kutioni endeavoured to penuade them b) re» 
ject the nicaMirc with disdain. At fimt ihey 
Kcmcd inclined to Ibllow hi* advice; but lliif 
ioNuence of liin rival bting »uperior, lliey giive 
vny, and Metellui wui obliged to go iiitii vi)> 
luntarjF exile. 
Thiiiuccesi only ficrved to incmue the inro- 

Since of HaturninuK. IJcing mnde a trihuiu' a 
ird time, he Rllvd the city with clHinnnr unA 
cummutiun. Mummiu<ii who wm nf tli<- upii'i- 
Mt* party, wai killed in one of thciie Ihiys, as 
be canvaHcd for the conaulnhip i and (IhimiiiH, 
tlieprKtori waitumultunuolychnten inhissn-ad. 
Ttu> teemed aa a lignid for a general ciK'umtcr. 
The lenutewere retolved to curb the iiiHuli-ncc: ul 
the tribunes) and the consult were onti-n-d, ai 
idc for the s;iti'iy of 
■ <if 
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It lor m^t this law'WSi likdif. 

~ he nve them hopes otheaaag 
of Rome. These pomjses 
to froduce their effect; the I^atin 
Ugan to look upon him as their pro^ 
md came in crowds to the city to support 
vieat contentions arose in consequence of 
»¥ours« Deliberation had been long 
1 from the assemblies of the people ; 
vs were enacted or rejected b^ cIamour» 
t and sedition. On one of these oc- 
Drususy bein? warmly eng;aged in pro* 
the law for enlarging die medom of the 
s stabbed by an unknown person^ who 
f>oignard in the wound : Drusus haid just 
enough to avow with his dying breath» 
g;rity of his intentions ; and that there 
nan in the commonwealth more sincerely 
I to its interests* 
[talians being thus frustrated in their at- 

gain the freedom of Rome, by the 
f tneir champion, resolved upon ^ q 

g by force, what the senate seem- 90, ' 
use them as a favour. This gave 
he Social war, in which most of g^g * 
fs of Italy entered into a confe- 
igainst Rome, in order to obtain a re- 
their manifold grievances.. Messengers 
ages were privately sent and interchang- 
g them ; and upon having their claims re- 
y the senate, they soon broke out into 
»ellion. The state now saw a hundred 

1 of its soldiers turned against itself, led 
pproved commanders, and disciplined 
loman manner. To oppose these, an 
imber of men was raised by the senate, 

and 
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and the conduct o& . 
consuls, with whom were umte^A . . 
and the most experienced generals of the v 
The war commenced with great animosity 
either side, but the Romans seemed to have 
disadvantage at first. Rutilius, the consul, 
into an ambuscade, and was slain. Upon 
defeat, the army which he conducted was g 
to Marius, who rather mi^ht be said, no 
forfeit his ancient fame, than to acquire 
reputation by his conduct. 

After a lapse of two years, the Social 
having continued to rage with doubtful suc< 
the senate began to reflect, tliat, whether 
quered or conquerors, the Roman power w 
equally be annihilated. Inorderthereforetos 
tlieir compliance by degrees, they grante 
freedom of the city to such of the Italian 
us had not revolted ; and then ofkred it t 
as would soonest lay doim their arms. 
unexpected generosity had the desired 
the allies, with mutual distrust, oflFercd 
separately: the senate took them one 
into favour, but gave the freedom of th 
such a mimner, that, not being impo 

^'^ »mtil all the other tribes had gi 
""iiiired vorv little \i-ei 
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|Hl:tift7 thousand infantry into 
Hf tibousand horse : he had also 
^of armed chariots; and in his 
dbfd ships of war. Such power^ 
eat riches* served only the more 
nintion of Rome ; they but de- 
I for a war> and that was easily . 
I having invaded and overcome 
t were in alliance with» and under 
^f> the Roman people, 
extremely anxious to obtain the 
le expedition against Mithridates ; . 
; just chosen consuU as a recom- 
irvices in the Social war* and his 
; to equal that of Marius» he wat 
onsent appointed to conduct the 
This general* who now began 
I in the commonwealth* was bom 
amily, one of the most illustrious 
person was elegant, his air noble* 
isy, and apparently sincere: he 
but glory still more ; fond of po- 
sired to please all the world ; for 
he talked of himself with difii- 
every body else with the highest 
J : he was liberal, and even pre- 
equests which modesty hesitated 
e, at the same time, he stooped 
untancewith the meanest soldiers* 
i he sometimes imitated, in order 
Fections. In short, he was a Pro- 
d adapt himself to the inclination* 
, or wisdom of those he conversed 
had no real character of his own. 
as to be quaestor, or treasurer* of 
T Marius in Numidia ; where by 

courage 
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BTlIa't son-in-law wai slain ; v^ile SylU 
X Mng pursued hy the multitude, waf 
Hbllgea tu tuke rcftipe in the houie of hia 
Wb^ui I and by die law* of hoipitality, 
l^re Mill I'cvcrencud in Rome, laved from 
Ibiy- finding the oppoiite faction pre- 
Iflla inNtiintly quitted Romet and went to 
my he had comnmndtd during the Social 
and which whs appninted to accompany 
pon the expedition itiio Alia. In the mean 
MariuR and Sulpiciiis carried all before 
the luw for giving; Hie Italian! a full par- 
ion of lilt rrcedum of the citT, paiied 
It opposition ) and by the ume law it was 
d) that the command of the army ap- 
i to oppoie Mithridatet) was to be trani- 
from Hylla to Mariui. 
lediately on this, Mariui sent down of- 
h>m Rome, to take the command in hit 
but Sylla had taken care to secure the 
of the army, with whom he had already 
so many sipiul victories, and who were 
f devoted to his will. Instead, therefore, 
'ing the orders of M:irius, they slew the 
, and then entreated their general that he 
lead thcni directly to execute vengeance 
.11 his encmii's ;it Rome. In the mean 
Lirius, being informed of this, was not 
making reprisals upon such of Sylla's 
as fell into his hands. This produced 
urmurs in Kylla's camp ( the army in- 
ipon being led to the capital, and their 
, who was naturally vindictive, at lengtli 
ncd to comply. 

'i army, amounting to six tegionit in 

seemed animated ivith the reieqcment of 

their 



ROME. 

oiulor, and breathed notning but staugh 
cvcnge. However there \vxre a few ; 
inlng, who, even in this time of gnu* 
iption, could not tliink of turning their ar 
nst their native city, but quitted the cai 
Hod. Thus a strange migration of dilFer 
tics was seen ; some flying from Rome 
.)id the resentment of Marius, and others 
ning irom the camp, not to be accomplicoi 
.0 guilt of Sylhu Nevertheless the army c 
nued to advance : it was to no purpose that 
•nrtors went out from the city in form to ini 
Jict its further progress ; the soldiers broke 
ensigns of their olHce, and tore their pur 
rohcs with derision. The senate next sent dq 
I'u's to lay an injunction on Syllanot to advai 
within live niik's of Rome. The deputies w 
for some time amused by Sylla; but they scare 
returned to give an account of their commiss 
when he arrived with all his f<^rces at the f 
. p of the city. His soldiers entered s' 
^7 ' in hand, as into a place tak;>n by s' 
Marius and Sulpicius, at the head 
lunuiltuary body of tlieir partisans, alio 
to oppose their entrance ; and the cf 
who feared being plunderel, threw dowr 
and tiles from the tops of the houses upor 
inultTs. So unecpial a conflict lasted Ion* 
could have been expected ; but, at lenj 
riiis and his parly were obliged to seek 
flii'-lil, after havin?: vaiiilv offered libei 
I he slaves who should assibl tliem in ^ 
geiu'\. 

SnU.u findimi: himself' master of 
placed bodies of soUiiers in liifl'erer 
i>re>ent pillage and disorder. 1 le e\ « 
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■tor «ntering housei by force, and 
Jht inTtiiling thdrquarters> und rc- 
j.„j«r impeiuoiity. The nest morning 
K by mouelling the laws so as to favour 
ifTiolsiioiiof thum, »nd to rept^Hl !i)I that 
Mt done by hit npnnncnt!!. He likewise 
jkdecr«i wiereby Munuat Siilpicius and 
fr leading men, were declared enemies to 
lUfltry, in consequence of which it was 
lor any pcraon to kill them. 
ng thus brought the laws to second his 
a, he cauMd the goods ol' the proscribed 
infiscatedi and then sent troops into all 
I apprehend them. Marius escaped, but 
u was found in the marshes of Lauren- 
Uid hli head being cut off, wus fixed upon 
nun at Rome. Sylla having thus, as he 
d, entirely restored peace to the city, 
d iipnn his expedition against Mithri- 
lopina to give new vigour to his designs, 
wealth and honours which be expected to 
the East. 

while Sylla was intent only in coimter- 
the measures of Marius, he had over- 
a very formidable opponent, who was 
.rowing into pojiularity and power at 
This was Cornelius Ciuna, bom of <t 
n family, but strongly attached to the 
from motives of 'ambition. He was a 
ger after glory, but incapable of patiently 
its regular approach : rash, hot, and 
;e, but, at the same time, bold and enter- 
he was ambitious to become a dema- 
becausc he could sway the senate^ He 
-e offered himself for the consulship, in 
on to tlic interests of Sylla t and, either 
gue or popularity, lie carried it. 

£ II. Soon 
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Soon after Cinw wna inrctited with hi* r 
dignityi heiinmiuked himwU'i he bouiieJ, i 
he would annul till the lawn which hud k 
lutcljr in;\dc in favour of the jiatricians, aod 
conhngly bvean by vndravcniring tn aliHch 
IlHlikiiU Grmly to his mtL-r«t. Thix wiu o 
to be effected, by glvins them an equal pan 
pauon in the freedom of the city, of which S 
had lately deprived tlient. He, tlierctorc, i 
hh emiinuHcii among the ccimlry stateii, d< 
iiig their attendance at Rome upon a nr 
day. and enjoining them to conccid tw( 
II iider their nibe». 1'hui. when he had ptrm 
A party to siupport hi* preteniiioni), he puU 
proposed a law, by which the voim of the 
mocratic iiuerot wat vUTe to prcpondmit ( 
the putriciani To propoic luch a law at 
time, was, in effect, to declare a war. An 
garment ensued, in which the Italiana, bi 
nrcviou»ly anncd, were victorious for a wh 
but Octavius, tlie other cuuiul. coming w!l 
powerful body of Sylk's friends to oppow ih 
soon turned the fortune of tlie day, aod ohU 
tlie Italians to (luit the city. 

Cinna. thou}(n thus defeated in his purp 
liad, notwithstanding) the pleasure of fine 
all the state* of Italy strongly united in Jtii 
vour, from the ellbrU he had made in thek 
half I and havinft. by various artificer, sdnndi 
them to a general insurivction, he begat 
make levies both of troops and money. In 
manner a powerful army was toon raised t 
Cinna. as consul, was. witliuut opposition. |j| 
at its liead. In the mean time, the senati^ ' 
were apprised of those violent proceeding*, • 
moned him to take hi* trial i but not appeal 
I degraded from hit rank as a citiBcni 

m 
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if-idi office of consul, and Lncins Me- 
ieit ot Jupiter, elected in hii stead. Such 
itt, however, only served to increaw tis 
fe and inflame his animosity. He ap- 
before a body of the Roman forces that 
acamped at Capua, in a humble and 
yr manner, without any <^ the entignt 
See. He entreated them, with tears and 
itions, not to suffer the people of Rome 
t sacrifice to the tyranny ctf the neat ( 
ked the Gods who puni^d injustice, to 
f the rectitude of his intentions t and so 
railed upon the soldiers, that they unani- 
resolved to espouse his cause. Thus his 
3 daily increased ; several of the senators, 
•n wavering before, now came over to' 
! } and, what was equal to an army in itp 
lings were brought, that Marius, eKap- 
■m a thousand perils, was with his son 
he road to mabe a common cause with 

great genera), at the age of seventy, 
umberless victories, and %ix consulates, 
indered for some time as an outcast from 
, and in peril every hour of falling into the 
of his enemies, whose pursuit was still as 

as their wrath was unabated. 
■ encompassed with dangers, he was 
1 to conceal himself in the marshes of 
■num. where he continued a whole night 
lagmire. At break of day he left this 

place, and made towards the sea-side, 
es of finding a ship to facilitate his escape; 
ing known and discovered hy some of the 
;ants, he was conducted to a neighbouring 
vith a halter round his neck, and, while 
wered over with mud, sent to prison. 

EK 2 The 
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njc governor of the phicc* willing t 
to the orders of the ncnatCt soon al 
Cimhriun ahivc to dispatch him ; bu 
barian no sooner entered the diingct 
purpose, but he stop^y^d shorty intiniid;^ 
dreadful visage and aweful voice of t 
who sternly demanded, if he had the 
tion to kill Cains Marius i The sLive, 
reply, threw down his sword, and, ni« 
from the prison, cried out, that he loi 
possible to destroy him ! The govei 
sidering the fe;ir of the slave as an or 
unhappy exile's favour, gave him onci 
freedom ; and, commending him to h 
provided him with a ship to convey 
Italy. He from thence m:ule the Im 
way to the island of Alnaria, anil sailiii 
was forced by atom]H'st unou the coast 
A Roman c|irjrstoi, who iiapiu-ned to 
same placet resolved to sei/eJiim; by 
lost sixteen nf liis crew, ^^ho were k ilk 
endeavtjurs to cover his retreat to the s 
after^^'ards landed in Africa, near < 
and si'ated himself in a melancholy nitM 
the ruins cil' that de!»olated place. He si 
ever, n»ceived orders from the pnetor, 
verned there, to retire. Marin-., who n 
his haviiut once ^:erved this man, when 
sily, cotiUl not suppress his cluii'jin, .1 
iii^ratitiule in every cpiartcr ol liie w« 
|»ieparin^( to obey, desired the niesseiij 
his master, that lie Iiad seen M.iiii 
amon^r ilie rnins of C\irih:ij;;e, iniini 
^^rratMf.s of liis own fill, by llie driol 
was spread around Iiim. He then i 
once more, and not knowini^ where to I 
>ui encounlerini; an enemy, spent the 
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i; Rpectine; every hour the return of a mes. 
Iger from his son, whom he had sent to snlicit 
Ae protection of an African princei named 
'tbndraitaL After long expectation, however, 
tnitead of the mesienger, his son arrived, having 
with difficulty escaped from the inhospitab^ 
loart nf that monarch. It was in this situationa 
tiiat they accidentally heard of the activity of 
Cinna in their favour, and accordingly made the- 
Iwiit of their way to join him, 

Cinna, upon being appriied of their approach, 
«nt his lictors, wim all other marks of distinc- 
' tion, to receive them ; but Marius would not 
< accept of thccc instances of respect, as being ill 
suited to his abject situation. His beard wai 
long and neglected, his pace slow and solemn, 
and all' his actions shewed a mind strongly ac* 
tuated by resentment, and meditating revenge. 
Five hundred of the principal citizens of Rome 
went to coni^ratulate his return ; a considerable 



number of veterans, who had fought under I 
standard, came to offer him their service j and, 
to increase his forces still more, he proclaimed 
freedom to all slaves who should join him. His 
first operation was to take the city of Ostia by 
storm; he then advanced with his whole army, 
and posted himself upon the Janiculum, a hill 
that overlooked Rome, where he was joined iiy 
Cinna, with an army as numerous as his own ; 
and being animated with the same spirit, they 
resolved to lay siege to their native city. 

The senate and consuls were now driven al- 
most to despair. Sylla was at a distance, and 
Cneius Pompeius, who commanded an ;irmy 
near Rome, was so equivocal in his conduct, 
that neither side could rely upon him, whom 
EB 3 thoy 
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they both equally feared. They therefore sent 
to Metellus, then lying ■with a body of troops 
among the Sanrnites ; but hU soldiers, intte-ad 
of graiiung^ them any aid, soon after ioiaed 
Marius. Thus deserted by all, they daily saw 
the towns about the city taken and plundered, 
and great numbers ofslaTCs every hour deserting 
to the enemy. In this eiigence, they had no 
other resource but submission ; they accordingly 
resolved to send ambassadors to the two geoeiSj, 
assuring them of their ready acquiescence, and 
desiring them to enter the city peaceably, and lo 
spare their country. Cinna, however, refused 
to grant any audience, till he was restored to ifie 
consulship, when he received the ambassador! 
of the senate in form. They invited him inW 
the city, and requested him to undertake the 
duties of his office ; they entreated him 10 re- 
gard his countrymen with tenderness, and en- 
deavoured to obtain from him an oath, that he 
would put no man to death, but after a legal 
manner, and conformably to the ancient us;i{;ei 
of Rome. Cinna refused the oath, but piv- 
mised, that he would not willingly cause any 
man's death. During this conference, Mariui 
continued standing by the consul's tribunal, ob- 
serving a profoimd silence ; but his furious air, 
and eyes glancing with fire, were but too sure 
prosajj;es of the carnage he meditated. 

Cinna and Marius soon presented themselvn 
at tjie gates of the city, at the head of their 
troops. The former boldly entered, accompa- 
nied by his guards ; but Marius stopped short, 
iilleging that, having been banished by a public 
decree, it was necessary to have another to an- 
-^horise his return. It waj thus that he desired 
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ive his sanguinary designs the appearance of 
ice i and, while he meditated the destniction 
liousands, to pretend an implicit vcnerntioa 
the laws. In pursuance of his request, an 
mblyof the people beinff called, they began 
ererse his banishment ; ont they had scarce 
e through three of the tribes, when, inca- 
le any longer of curbing his passion for rc- 
;e, he entered the city at the head of his 
rds, and massacred all who had been ob- 
lous to him, witliout remorse or pity : Oc- 
us, the consul, was assassinated in his chair 
■ffice ; Menila, who had been bis colleague 
he room of Cinna, Icilled himself to avoid 
ng by the enemy ; Caius and Lucius Julius, 
■anus, Leniulus, Numitorins, and Bebius, 
lenators of the first rank, were butchered in 
streets, their heads placed upon the rostrum, 
their bodies given to be devoured by dogs: 
ly more shared the same fate. The blood- 
nds of Marius, breathing slaughter and Ven- 
ice, stabbed fathers of families in their own 
ses J violated the chastity of matrons ; and 
ied away their children by force. Several 
■ sought to propitiate the tyrant's rage, were 
dered in his presence ; many of those who 
never oflended him were put to death i and, 
ist, even his own officers could not appioach 
but with terror. 

iaving in this manner punished his enemies, 
ext abrogated all the laws which were made 
lis rival, and then created himself consul 
Cinna. Thus gratified in his two favourite 
ions vengeance and ambition, having once 
d his country, and now deluged it with 
d, at last, as if willing to crown the pile of 
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slaughter which he had made, wit! 
bodyt he died the month after, aged v 
seventy, not without suspicion of haviii 
his end, which it would have been 
mankind, and propitious to his own fa 
happened more early. 

In the mean time these melanchol 

were brought to Sylla, who had 

many signal exploits against Mithrida 

. monarch having caused an hundred 

thousand Romans, who were in his • 

to be slain in cold blood, next sent ! 

Archelaus to oppose Sylla ; but he w: 

near Athens with the loss of an incre 

ber of his forces. Another battle fc 

which the Roman general recoven 

countries that had been usurped by M 

so that both parties were now incline 

commodation ; Mithridates, induced b 

and Sylla, by a desire of returning 

take vengeance on his enemies in Ro: 

A peace was accordingly soon 
eluded, the principal articles of which 
Mithridates should defray the char, 
war ; and should keep A^ndiin his own 
dominions. Thus having, in less 
years, brought the Asiatic war to an 
conchision, Sylla prepared for his n 
viously informing the senate by lettei 
great services he had done the stat 
ungrateful return he had received fr 
envied his fortune. The senate, whc 
to be considered rather as a party 
Miirius, than as the independent p 
Rome, greatly dreaded the effects 
indignation. They already antic 



BpS^lten tic was ablaut tn make, »nd there- 
in »em ro treat with liim ; cfferine to comply 
l-lrith every reasonable demand. They even in- 
i Mnd Cinna to resign his power, and to join 
ynA ihem in deprec»cing Sylla's anger, by 
tindy submission. 

Ciniui, however, knew how little mercy he 
had to expect from his opponent ; and, instead 
of obeyinp the senate, reCumcd them an evasive 
answer j diH in the mean time, proceeded to 
raise forces, and to fipnnse Sylla even in Asia, 
by sending an army thither, to attack Miih- 
ridaiea, under the eommand of Valerius Flaccus, 
his colleagne in tlie consulship. But, as this 
leader was inexperienced in the held. Fimbria, an 
old soldier of reputation, was sent as lieutenant, 
with directions to correct, by his experience, the 
too great impetuosity of the genera!. They soon, 
however, began to diflcr i and the breach widen- 
ing every day, the consul thought proper to de- 
pose Fimbria from his command. Fimbria, in- 
stead (if submittiiig to his superior, brought his 
cause before the army : a general mutiny en- 
lued i the consid attempted to escape ; but, lieing 
discovered M. the bottom of a well, was drag^jeil 
out and murderi'd by his own soldiers. In the 
mean time, Fimbria taking the command nt' the 
army, led it against Mithridates, over whom he 
gained » signal victory ( and might have com- 
pleted his tiiumpli over that monarch, hut that 
the same disolicdiencc of which he was guilty to 
his own commimdcr, was practised by his sol- 
diers against himself; for, sliortly after, at Sylhi's 
approach, his troops all deserted to join their 
nllow-citi/.L-ns in the other army, in consequence 
of which Fimbiia fell upon liis own sword. 

The 
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The ill success of this arni^, however, did not 
intimidate Cinna from making prcpBratiom to 
repel his tipponent. Being joined l>y Carbo, now 
elected in Hie room of Valerius, who had b«eii 
Glaini together with young Marius, who iDherittiJ 
the abilities and tlie ambition of his father, he 
determined to send over pan of the force* he 
had raised from Oalmatia, lo prevent Sylla from 
entering Italy. Some troops were accordingly 
enib:'rked ; but these being dispersed by a storm, 
the rest, who had not yet put to sea, absolutely 
refused to go. Upon this, Cinna. cnrapd 
at tli'-ir disobedience, rushed forward to »*« 
tliem into their duty. In the mean time, one of 
the most mutinous of the soldiers, being stnick 
by an officer, returned the blow, but was ap- 
^ ^. prehended for his crime. This ill-tiniM 
1^4 ' severity produced a tumult and a mutiny 
tlirough the whole army ; and while Cin- 
na endeavoured to prevent or appease it, he woi 
run through the body by an unknown hand. 

The army, being thus deprived of theit prin- 
cijjal leader, continued under Carbo for some 
time. The ne^it year's consuls being Urbanni 
and Scipio, new levies were made, and the »t 
fairs of^ the party seemed to wear a very (*> 
vourable aspect. In short, a great concoiuiea 
people flocked from different parts of Italji 
support the consuls, who soon saw thcmsw 
at the head of an army superior to that of SyB 
whose approach was so much dreaded bya 

Kylla, however, was not less alert and e 
ditioiis. By long and forced marches, he hs 
cd to his native country, which he inta 
'o deluge with blood. Being anived U T" 

\ 
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it wbere lie had prepared a fleet to convey 

jito Il^yi he harangued his urmy before 

^^Vmbskrked) entreating, that thcj' would eii- 

1 themselves by an oitth, to continue faithful 
I caiMc. To this they unanimuuily cnn- 
ifi, with irmny prnressions of esteem nnd tlie 
t generous aitadiment; and, after r fa- 
nUe passai^e, landed at Brundunium. 
pan after Sis arrival there, the remains nf 
shattered parry, which had escaped the 
criptions of Marius, came to join him ; buti 
1^ the succours which he received, none were 
i timelv or pleusinp, than those which were 
jg^lit him by Cneius Pompey, afterwards 
HRned the Great. 'I'his commmider began 
iidy to shew the dawnings of that spirit, 
th afterwards shone with such lustre in the 
dDonwealth. Though but twenty-three yews 
gc, and at ih;it time Inve'iteii wiih no public 
ractcr, he found means to raise an army of 
e legions in Picenum, and to overthrow 
tuS) who commanded the troops of the op- 
te faction in that district. This victory was 
lienalisad by his killing the general of ilic 
ilidi cavalry, in sinplc combat, for which lie 
saluted with the highest marks of respect 
Sylla, who intuitively beheld his future 
itness. 

L civil war being thus unavcndable, and both 
ies being now advanced very near each 
iT, Sylla wa? wilting to try how far the im- 
ae riches he brought with him from Asia 
e capable of shaking the enemies' forces, 
>out a conflict. For this purpose, he sent 
uUei to Scipo, the consult who commanded 
insc himt with proposals for coming to a 
tieaty. 
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treaty. Tlic consuU who sought for notl 
much as peace, very readily embraced his 
but desired time, previously to confei 
Urbanus, his colleague, upon a measure in 
he was equaUy concerned. This was : 
Svlla desired ; for in the mean time, a sus] 
of arms being agreed upon, his soldier 
into the opposite camp, displaying those 
which they had acquired in their expet 
and offering to participate with their 
citizens, in case they changed their party, 
same motives that prevailed on the soK 
Fimbria to desert him, now prevailed 
those also to abandon their standard. The 
army declared unanimously for Sylla 
Scipio scarcely knew that he was forsake 
deposed, till he was informed o{ it by a p; 
the enemy, who, entering his tent, ma< 
and his son prisoners, oylla, however, 
with great moderation towards him ; h 
ployed all his arts to bring him over 
party ; biit finding him inflexible, he gene 
gave him his freedom. 

These machinations succeeding so well, 
resc^lved to try the same arts upon the 
CDnimunded by Urbanus, the other con^l 
sent deputies to him, desirine a conl'erenc 
the consul, instructed by tlie fate of h 
league, ctMitincd the deputies, and march 
redly against Sylla, in hopes of taking I 
surprise. An engagement ensued, m 
S\lLrs troops, thcuigli attacked when i 
c)rJer, repaired by their courage, what 
wanted in reeularitv. Urbanus lost sever 
sand men, and was obliged to take ret 
Capua, w itli the s>liatterod remains of his 
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/, from one extremity to the other, now be- 
, It to ieel all the desolations and miseries of a 
iKlared civil war. Sylla, who was partieularly 
Vrrsed in the business of seduction, employed 
large sums of that money which had been plun- 
dered from tlie East, all over the country, 
and even among the barbarous nations g „ 
sf Gaul, to ertend his interests. On the ai," 
ether hand, the ^amnites, to the number 
of forty thousand men, declared in favour of 
Carbo, who was chosen consul a third time, with 
young Marius, of whom his party had formed 
great expectations. The operations in the field, 
which had been suspended during the winter, 
opened with still ereaier vigour in the beginning 
m the spring. Marius, at the head of twenty- 
five cohorts, offered Sylla battle ; which this ge- 
Beral, knowing how the troops against him were 
pre-Uisposed, readily accepted. At first tlie for- 
tune of tlie dj.y seemed doubtful, but, just at that 
period in which victory began to waver, a part 
of the tnxips of Marius, which had been pre- 
viously corrupted, fled in disorder, and tliis de- 
cided the fate of the day. Marius, having vainly 
eodeavoured to rally his troops, was obliged tu 
take refiige in Prasneste, a strong place that wjs 
still stedtast in his cause. Sylla closely pursUL'd 
him there, and, having invested the city on cvei y 
tide, marched at the head of another detach- 
ment to Rome. 

The inhabitants, thinned by famine and tlic 
ravages that attend a civil war, opened their 
gates upon his arrival. Sylla entered the Fo- 
rum, and assembling tlie people, he reprimanded 
them for their infidelity. However, he exhoited 
tbem not to be dejected, for he was stjll resolved 

aoHE- — 1. p r tt 
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to pardon and protect them. He uhtervedi that 
he i\ as obli^d, by the neceisity i>r the times la 
take vigorous ineasures, and that none but tbcrr 
cnemlca and his own should suffer. He then 
put lip to sale the goods of thoK- that Aed i und 
leaving a smaii gairiuin in the city, returued (0 
besiege his rivaL 

Young Marius, on the other hand, made vnmj 
attempts to raise the siege } but being fniitriiUd 
in ail liis detigns, either to rcpuUe or to eicapt 
his besiegers, he gave way to that rescatmail 
which seems to haire been hereditary In hit f*. 
itiily ; and, ascribing the want o(~ tucccH to tbc 
treachery of Sylla's friendsi who pretended U 
remain neuter, he sent orders to Brutui, tltt 
pr^Etor at Rome, to put all those senators 10 
death whom he suspected to be in the rntercR 
of hh rival. With this cruel connnand. Bruins 
immediately complied ; and many of the fini 
jank were butchered as they were leaving tlit 
:scnaic. 

Both factions, thus eiasperated to madncH 
hy mutual injuries and recriminations, gave rat 
to their fury in several engagements. The fofca 
rin the side of Marius were the most numeroits 
but those of SylU better united and disciplined. 
Cartin, who commanded an army for Mariuiii 
tlie field, sent eight legions to l^aestet fo » 
licve his colleague: but they were interceptei 
by Pompey in a defile, who slew many of ihao^ 
and dispersed the rest. Carbo, joined by Ui- 
banus, soon after engaged Metellui, but wa 
(iveri-i>7iic with the loss of ten thousand laca 
blain, and six thousand taJten prisoners. In co» 
stquoDce of ihti defeat, Urtiaaus, one of d» 
^<wnsuls, kiUed himself, and Carbo fled to Afiia* 
y what, 



lb( Bfrcr wandrrinf; .-i Inn;* tiUM^ be was at 
EtMtTVKd up ta Pampcy, nhn Ofdend him 

e beheaded. 

tiUi however, a numerous army of dte Sam- 

II wen in the field, headed bf semal Ro- 
Im generals, an J by Telesinu^ a Samnite, who 
W shewn himself eqtial to the greatest com* 
tndcn of the aM. Bcint; joiiied by four le- 
fui*, command«ii by C^niniii, a resolution 
hi formed to make one dtjsperAce efibrt to raise 
IC siege of Prwnesie, or perisli in the attempt. 
Leeordingly, Tclcsinus m.ide a sbovl of aJvanc* 
Ig with ^rvat boldness, to iorce the enemy's 
pel of circumvrillaiion. At tlie same time 

gUt at the head of a victorious urmy, opposed 
I in front i while orders were sent to Pompey 
tfoUow Hnd attack him in the re.ir. The Sam- 
Ik general, however, shewed himself superior 
I both in ihesc iipi-ration^ ; for judging ot their 
■signs by their m<nions, he led off Ins troups 
f night, and, by forced marches, appLMrod 
!« morning upon the mountains that owr- 
oked Rome. This devoted city had just ttnio 
ifficient to shut its gates, to prevent his en- 
ancc( bmliehop(!dt*isei/,c the place by ii hold 
SHult, :ind eiicoiirnj^ing his soldiers, btith by 
eir ancient enmity to the Roman state, and 
eir hopus of immense riches when the city >va,s 
ken; he brought on hh men, and ted tlu-ni 
(Idly to the very walls. Apptus Claudi\is, whi> 
us at that time in Rome, imd in thu iniiTist ol' 
rlla, made a sally to oppose him. 'i'lie Ro. 
ans fought witli iliat animation whltli t!ie cnn- 
iousness of defending ever v thing dear inspires. 
a Appius wus killed in tlie comh^t, and the 
9t, disheartened by the loss uf their gcnernl. 
T t 2 seemed 
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seemed preparing for flight. Jost at this into 
val, a. party of Sylla's horse appeared at the oi 
posite gates, who throwing thenuelves into U 
city, and hastening through it, met the asw 
ants on the other side. The desperate fury < 
these, in some ineasure, suspiended the fatei 
the battle, till Sytla vnih his whole anny ha 
time O aniTe. It wa.s then that a ?eoeral an 
dreadful conflict ensoed between the SanuUI 
and the Roman army. The citizens from tie 
walls beheld thbusands fall on both ndes. Tl 
battle continued till the momtng, whra Sri 
found himself completely victorious. He oi 
visited the field of action, on which more dn 
fifty thousand of the vanquished and the vicM 
lay promiscuously. Eight thousand of the Sm 
nites were made prisoners, and killed in (d 
blood after the engagement. Marcius and C 
rinus, attempting to escape, were lalcen, 91 
their heads being cut off, were sent, by Syfll 
command, to be carried round the walls ' 
Prxneste. Ac this sorrowfid sight, the ni 
bitanlsof the place, being now destitute of ■ 
vi^om, and despairing of all succour from vl 
nut, resolved to surrender ; but it wat odM 
experience the unrelenting fiiry of the conqwl 
who ordered all the maks to be slain. Mad 
the cause of these calamities, was at first llj 
ing, and it was thnugiit had escaped, bO> 
Wiis at last discovered lying dead with a eajt 
of the Samnites, at the issue of one of the I 
terranean passages which led from the city. 1 
city of Norba now alone remained unsuM 
in Italy ; ilie inhabitants of which, after at 
resistance, dreading the fate of Prsnestiij 
' 'heir town on fire, and desperately per^M 



The deatruciiun of thii place put 
. d totlio etvil wiir: Sj-lla, now bwome the 
Sipaut] master of liis country, entered Rome 
^ h« head of his army. liapDy, had hn »up> 
ftVid in pcHcc the glory which tie had acquired 
\ war I or h:id he ci.-iucd to live, when he 
jlpted to conquer I 



(Being now (lo longer obliged to wear the 
luk of lenity, he begsiii his tyranny by asaem- 
ling the people, and dcsiviiiz an implicit obe- 



imce to liix commands, if they expected fa- 
yar- He tlien cauxed it to be proclaimed, chat 
lOK who expected pardon fur their late ofienccs, 
|iut obtain it by destroying the enemies of the 
Uc. This was a new and diabolical mode of 
KMcription, by which the Hrm> of all were 
UWd ugainvt nil. Grent numbers perished by 
|ti mutuul power of di!ttruction,( and nothing 
af to be found in every place, but menaces, 
ittrust, and trcacliery. Eight thousaml, who 
ad eic:i|]ed the general ciimage, subniittcJ 
icmselveii to the cumiufror of Rome j ho order- 
J them to be put iiiti) llie Villa Piiblica, ;t lir;;e 
ause in tiie Ciimjius Martins; and at Ota Kunc 
me convi>ked tin; .sL'ii;ite. There hu !i]n>ke wiih 
rcat Huciuy, itnd in perfect com|n)sure, iif fiis 
ivn exi.luiisi wliile lie had given priv;ite di- 
rctionfi, that all tliose wretclied ca|itivcs sliiiuld 
; klain. Tlie !>en:ite, am^L7,cdat the horrid out- 
■ici of tlie KulTerers, at first thought tliat the 
ty WHS given up to plunder j but Kylla, with 
I ununiktriassed air, iulormed tliem, tliat it 
a* only Slime criminals wh" were piinisjied liy 
s order, The day after, he proscribed furly 
naturs ■■md sixteen Jinndrcd Icnights i and, after 
I intviini»siuii uj' two days, forty leuators more, 
1- !■ ,} Willi 
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with an infinite number of the richest ciiixens 
of Rome. He declareil the childtm and the 
gran J -children of the opposite party tnfsinciui, 
iind divested of the rights of frecRien. He or- 
dained bj a public edict, that those who saved or 
harboured any of the proscribed ^ould ioSer in 
their place. He set a price upon the heads of 
such as were thus to be destroyed, two taleots 
being the reward promised for every murder. 
Slaves, incitedby such ofe^ massacred tbeirma- 
Kters ; and, what was more shocking to humanity, 
children, whose bands still reeked with the bbod 
of their parents, came confidently to demtltd 
the wages of parricide ! 

Nor were the enemies of the state the only 
sufFerersj Sylla permittedhisvery soldiers toifr 
venge their private injuries. Riches now becUM 
diingerous to the possessor, and even the reuh 
lation of fortune was equivalent to guilt. The 
brother of Marius fell the conqueroPs most re- 
fined cruelty ! First, be had his eyes plucked ont 
deliberately ; then his hands and legs were cutoff 
at several times, to lengthen his torments; andin 
this agonizing situation be was left to eipire- ' 
At the detail of such horrors, humanity sickmt, 
and nature rewjlts ; while piety lifts up its eyes 
to Heaven and is ready to ask, why such enor- 
mities are permitted to disgrace creation. But 
tliese barbarities were not confined to Rome: 
the proscription was extended to many of the 
inhabitants of the cities of Italy; and e»er> 
whole towns and districts were ordered to be laid 
desolat^- These were given to his soldiers » 
reiv.irds ^or their fidelity ; who, still v,-amic« 
miKcejcfl^ed him to new acts of cruelty. In thu 
^eneralslaughcer, Julius Cxsax, who had marneil 
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pta'a daughter) escaped wttli difficulnr. Svlla, 
Mrer, was prevailed uptin to let him live, 
tgii he was heard to savi that there were 
At Mariuses in Cxsar. 
iBesesanffuinaryaiid violent measures ^ ^ 
dd onljr be supported by an increase so. ' 
power. Sylla therefore invested him- „ 
? with the dictiitorship ; and thus unit- g^g^' 
all civil as well as military power in 
own person, he from thence gave an air of j us- 
! to evetv egression. The people were too 
:ch humbled to attempt curbin? his insolence; 
Y silently assented to all his cuims, however 
ntrary and unjuct. 

nie government of Rome having now passed 
ough all the forms of monarchy, aristocracy, 
1 (Kmocracy, by a natural transition began to 
tie into despotism ; from which, though it 
ide some faint struggles to be free, yet it never 
er completely extricated itself. Sylla, how- 
iT, to amuse the people with a show of their 
mer government, permitted them to have 
isuls i but at the same time look care, that 
le but his own creatures should be elected ; 
i that all their power should be entirely de- 
ed from him. 

Among other alterations, he added three 
ndred of the knights to the senate } and ten 
)usaiid of the slaves belonging to the pro- 
ibed, to the body of the people. To establisli 
;se regulations more firmly, he appropriated 
himself tlic treasures ot the public; andlavish- 
thcm in widening his dependencies, and 
engthening his interests. Crassus, already 
! nchest man in the state, was ever soliciting 
d obtaining an accumulation of his favours. 
Pompey 
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Pompey put away his wife Antistia to oblige 
Iiim, and married Emilia, the dictator's step- 
child. He aiiempted to exercise the same power 
over Julius Cxsar, bf obliging him lo repudiate 
his wife Cornelia; but that young Roman pre- 
ferred exile to a compliance, from which he re- 
solved never to return, till Sylla was no more. 

In this manner he continued to govern with 
capricious tyranny, none daring lo resist his 
power ; for if they made the least opposition, 
tliey were sure to feel his vengeance. When- 
ever he proposed laws, the people assembled, 
not to deliberate upon their fitness, but to give 
them the sanction of their cnnsent. They found 
themselves quite ejected from any concern in the 
state ; und saw nothing before them, but a pn>> 
spect of hopeless and confirmed slavery. It W3» 
at tills juncture, however, that, contrary lo the 
expectations of all mankind, Sylla laid down 
the dictatorship, having held it not quite three 

It was not without the greatest surprise, in- 
deed, that the people saw Uiis despot, who had 
made himself so many enemies in every part of 
the state, quitting a power he had usurped at so 
much risque ana danger, and reducing binuetf 
to the rank of a private citizen : but their wonder 
increased, when they heard hitlr ofiering to mkc 
^ Q his trial before the people, whom he con- 
■IB.' stitutcd judges of his conduct, Havine 
divested himself in their presence of his 
j,>^j, ■ office, and dismissed the lictors who 
guarded him, he continued to walk for 
Minie ilrne in the Forum, unattended and alonci 
At ilie approach of evening he retired home- 
wards, tlie people follu\^nng him all the way in 
aluad 
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iMMonishment mixed with awe* 

rmt multitude, which he had so 
and terrifiedy none were found 
;h to reproach or accuse him, ex- 
ing man, who pursued him with 
Ives to his own door. Sylla dis- 
cing to so mean an adversary ; but 
lose who followed, observed, f* That 
insolence would, for the future, 
man's laying down an office of such 
hority," 

lilt to explain the motives of Sylla's 
whether they proceeded from vanity, 
lid scheme of policy. Whether, 
d with the usual adulation which he 
m the terror of his power, he was 
s of receiving some for his patriot^ 
;ther, dreading assassination, he was 
isarm vengeance by retiring from 
irs of an envied situation *. How- 
y be, he soon retired into the coun- 
" to enjoy the pleasures of tranquil- 
il happiness, if such a wretch were 
asting either ; but he did not long 
bdication, dyin? of a most filthy dis- 
isome andmortifyingobjecttohuman 
He was the first of his family whose 
tmt ; for having ordered the remains 
o be taken out of his grave and 
the river Anio, he was apprehensive 
; insult upon his own, if left to the 

usurpers who had rendered themselves a kind 
Is, Sylla might po&sibly expect that the people 
ily confer on him as a gift the power he made 
[uishing ; but if this was his aim, he was dis- 

Hicularls. - •^ 

usual 
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(hat the senate fbond it neccMary to send Pom- 
pey their favourite to his assistance) with the hex 
troops of the empire. 

Sertorius, however, maintained his ground 
against them both, and, attcr many engage- 
ments, in which he generally came off et\w, 
and often superior, be began to meditate the in- 
vasion of Italy. But all his schemes were baSed 
by the treachery of one of his hcutenants, named 
Perpeima, who had some time before come oia 
to him with the shattered remains of LeiMthu*! 
army, and was, at first, an useful asssoat 
However a jealousy arising between them, F*r- 
penna invited him to a sumptuous enter- ^ ^ 
tainment, where having intoxicated, all ^' 
his attendants, he tell upon Sertorius, 
and treacherously murdered him. This strob 
of barbarity only served to ruin his pattjTi 
which had been entirely supported by the refi^ 
tation of the general ; for soon after PerpouB. 
being easily overthrown by PompeVi was tabfl 
prisoner, and all the revohed provinces readflf 
submitted. The conqueror is celebrated oo di£ 
occasion, for an action of great prudence aa^ 
generosity. Perpenna, in hopes of saving his life, 
ofiered to make some important discoveries, and 
to put into bis hands all the papers of Sertointt. 
in which were several letters to and from the 
principal senators of Rome. Pompey, how«vet, 
rejecting his offer, ordered the traitor to be dis- 
patched, and his papers to be burnt withocr. 
reading them. By these means he eased the 
people of their fears, and prevented those atti 
of desperation which the conscioasness at' dis- 
covered guilt might have occasioned. 

Pompey was now the most popular man b 
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■It teemed as if Fortune hnd delight- 
phim new opportunities of serving 
£ Uiion his return, he attacked it 
f of slaves, who had escaped after 
ihrow by Crassus in Italy, and cut 
«ces. This insurrection, which Pom- 
ff good fortune of thus terminating, 
the Servile war, and took its rise from 
-liatorg, who broke from their fencing- 
Capua, and, having drawn a nunib^ 
after them, overthrew Claber the 
tx> was sent to suppress them ; and 
luccess, tlieir number soon increased 
f of forty thousand men. With thii 
ind headed by Spartacus their general* 
Jied a vigorous war of three years, in 
lieart of Italy : they defeated Ecveral 
■Ts of consular and prxlorian rank, 
legan to talk of attacking Rome, But 
,aving assembled all the forces in the 
* the capitol, di'ove them before him 
emity ol Rhcgium, where, the great- 
Tc destroyed ; and among them Spar- 
iting bravely to the last, at the head 
eraie forces. It was the remainder of 
led band, that Pompey happened to 
) in his passage across the Alps home- 
I, as he expressed it to the senate, by 
them, he plucked up the war by the 
uscndedthecivil wars, which had been 
the ambition of Marius and Sylla, and 
For a long period, in which it is impos- 
; generous and humane to advocate the. 
tner party, as both were equally cruel, 
ntcrested, and venal, 
ng this gloomy and distracted interval, 
(1 n all 
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all the arts of peace had been cultivated, and 
had risen to a very high degree of perfeciioti. 
Plaiitus and Terence, it is true, had flourislwd 
some time before ; but Lucretius, the boast of 
his age, who eiceeds as much in poetry a' 
falh short in philosophj, adorned those ill-fitted 
times, and cnarmed with the harmony of his 
versification. Learning, however, was chieS} 
cultivated among the great ; for luxury had nOI 
yet sufficiently descended to the meaner raabi 
to give them a relish for intellectual enjoymMK 
It IS only under easy circumstances that the re- 
fined pleasures of the imagination are indulged; 
gross sensuality and oppressive indigence ve 
equally inimical Ifl u genuine taste Sii meanl 
delights. 
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i rt* Dntk M' Sylla, to Iht THuwtifitId ;/' 
Vawr, Vompfji, and CrtlHU, 

9E ttirtiulcncc of fuclEon litiiift now Hpixt- 
rently compOKJ, it vu* hcprj llml tlif 
monweitlih would hitw iimi> lo U'>|iliii from 
»]amhict it IiuU lUHi^iiiinil Jiii'lii)t llif clvlt 
jictt. Due ihu ipirit of umMtini) liud niiw 
red into llii- sLiu-t .<iiil Hy\h'% I'UNiimlp 
ml ihc |..'ili,l..i ..I ..l.i.iiiiiiiii tiivtrrdiirit 
n-. Ofih.'" ' ' ' '. ("s.ail.Uiii'i'li.iJ. 

Duolixol il ' ; 'M. , I ' Im>i1i III' llx' 
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so that the most fatal consequences were Itfcdy 

to arist: from tlieir suspicious vigilance : buti at 
length, Crassus, sEifliog his resentment, resigned 
his command; and the other followed his ex- 
ample immediatelj- after. The next trial be- 
tween them was, who sJionld make the greateU 
sacrifices to obtain the favour of the people, 
Crassiis entertained the populace at a thousand 
different tables ; distributed com to the famihes 
of the poor, and fed the greatest part of the 
citizens for near three montlis, Pompey em- 
ployed other resources not less effectual ; — he la- 
boured to abrogate the laws made against the 
people's authority by Sylla ; he restored the 
power of judging to the knights, which had 
been formerly granted them by Gracchus ; and 
gave back to ihe tribunes of the people all their 
fnrnier privileges. It was thus tJiat each gave 
his private aims an appearance of patriotism; so 
that wliat was in reality ambition in both, as- 
sumed tlie form of liberality in the one, and of 
a love of freedom m the other. 

However, the arts of Pompey seemed, apoa 
this occasion, to give him the superiority. The 
tribunes, who were restored to all their ibrmer 
dignities, thought they could never sufficient].? 
recompence their benefactor ; they only Vi^ted 
for an opportunity of gratifying his highest am- 
hic'on, and this soon presented itself. A num- 
ber of pirates, formerly employed by Mithri- 
d;iics, had, by the long continuance of ihdr 
success ill plundering aTl they met, amassed 
flTcai ivealch, and collected in their body many 
tliou^and men of several nations. They made 
choice ol Cilicia for their principal place of re- 
sort, und, not content with robbing by sea, ven- 
tured 



H rrcn upon conqnnti by land. luly itvW 
Pnot free from their depredations. It w:ii> 
Pi therefoTC, resolved to punish iheir itao- 
fte hf lending out a fleet capable rjf utterly 
^ilatin^ their pi>wer. For this pur- 
tr, Gahinius the tribune preferred a ^^P" 
kt thai Pompey should be created ad- 
tal with abnolute authority aeainst the ^- ^• 
■Me« for three years } that nis power *" 
Mild extend over the whole Mediterranenn tea 
d il!t coattt, to a certain distance on land ; . 
II he should raise as many noldters and man- 
n as he shcruld think ctpedtent ; and that he 
mid receive from the public treasury whal- 
er sums of money he tlionght nece»»ary for 
trying on the war with vif[Our and luccess. 
!))• law, which the innate vainly attempted to 
poee, conferred on Pompey a power which 
jnighl li;ivc (■a'iily cnnvertfd tri the ruin of hi^ 
untry ; but nothing dangerous was to be 
ired from a man wnose actions had hitherto 
ways testified a love of glory rather than of 

Pompcy, being thus furnished with abioliite 
jwer over (he fleet, st.'itioned his lieuieiuinls in 
e several bays and harbours of the Mediterra- 
■an with so much judgment, that he soon 
reed the enemy from their ports; while the 
Imiral himself, at the head of the largest s(ju:i- 
-on of his fiwt, sailed up and down, visitin[r 
id instructing stich as he sent upon duty. By 
CSC means, m less than forty days he obliged 
e enemy to t;iltc i-efuge in Cilicia, the only re- 
eat that was left them. There he soon followed 
«m, with sixty of his best ships ( and though 
cy had prepared to give him battle, yet, on 
(iu d the 
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sight of such a formidable annaineitt» they 

re SLiiick witli terror, and submitted to the 

rcy of Pompey. As their numbers amounted 

ab(Ac twenty thousand men, he was unwill- 

g to destroy them; and yet to permit their 

tu riling to their ancient habitations^ was not 

ill*, lie therefore removed them to places fiir- 

;iLT distant from the sea, where he assigned 

hem lands, and tlius added new subjects and 

J(;mini(/ns to the empire of Rome. 

1 l:e success of diis expedition having added 
greatly to Pompey 's fame, the tribunes thought 
it a favourable moment to advance their parti- 
san still higher; wherefore Manlius* one of the 
iiiin.l)Li-, ]} referred a law, that all the armies of 
the (in pi re, the government of Asia, and the 
nKiiiiigcjr.cnt of the war against Mithridates and 
Ti.'i ancs, should be committed to him alone. A 
]) V er so great and unlimited awakened all tin 
JL-.il: usy of the senate: they considered this » 
IV. thing less tlian proclaiming him sovereign c 
tlie empire, and even tempting him to enbla' 
hi, ciiuniry. The weight of these reasons, an 
s: ill niuw, the authority of the senate, were abc 
lo {;rep(MK!erate, and the tribunes seemed hi 
:<iL:ntr whether thev should not withdraw tl 
Tr.i.'ii(,?^, wh«.n Marcus TuUius Cicero rose uj 
. niid iliO 1.1 w, and to pay his tribute of 
•jiirnce f.i- tlie virtues ot Pompey. It was 
.ii .1 lime that tliis orator had ever addresse 
.. , .(■nj})ly (,i the people ; but that eloquence ' 
.'■..i\i' h-.t'ii Miv .■.lihle then, which to this 
Miiiiniits i<- » liirniand improve posterity. 
1 .w in i-o\ M'jiL'r.CL' passed with little <v 
i.^'ii; tl:(.- ♦.lec.lv' vas conrirmed by all tl 
bunes 1 1 ih.' ji'.ple; and Pompey was 
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llVffeited with as great power^ as Sylla had 
)tji himself into through guilt and crimes. 
?hus appointed to the commasid against Mith- 
iteS) with almost sovereign power, Pompey 
4Bediately departed for Asia, to conduct one 
/themost importantwars that had heen hitherto 
ondertaken by the Romans. . Mithridates was 
not an e£Feminate and a luxurious prince, trern* 
bling at the sound of a name ; but a mighty 
king, undaunted in every stage of his fortune, 
and, like a lion, gaining new courage from 
every wound. His dommions were, in fact, 
well situated for supporting a. war against an 
invading enemy. They bordered on the inac- 
cessible mountains of Mount Caucasus, whose 
savage inhabitants he could bring into the field ; 
they extended thence alone the sea of Pontus, 
which he covered with his £ips : besides, he was 
rich, and continually raising new armies among 
the Scythians, a people of invincible bravery. 
The resistance he made against Sylla, and the 
peace which that general forced him to accept, 
have already been recorded : this, however, 
being the effect of compulsion, lasted no longer 
tlian while there were forces strong enough to 
compel him to its observance. Mureaa, whcmi 
Sylla had left behind, attempting to reduce him 
to obedience, lirst met with disgrace, and, at 
last, a total overthrow. Some time after, 
Mithridates, having procured the alliance of 
Tigranes, king of Armenia, invaded the king- f 
dom of Bithynia, which had been lately be- 1 
queathed to the Romans by Nicomedes, t**'"^ <H| 
of the country. To stop the progress ¥ 
conquests, Lucullus, an experienced 
had been sent from Rome, and, upon hf- 
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MH vhcn intrlligi-nce amved that Gta> 
PB'faad been consul lor the last yntr, was 
tdtn dixplHcr him in his commaiiil, and 
ntUy arrived in Aiia for that jwrpow. 
Ipuce it XMRii w;» owing to the mtri)^i» 
• of Lncullm'i wldieri. who, haniMol 
tatual fatigues and seduced by factioiii 
I bad privaicly kcdi their compluintt tn 
ite ( ^creforc, tipon Glubrio'g arriva), 
^c anny uhandoned (heir genernl t wlio 
lot lee, witliuul iiidicnalioni Mitliridaiet 
■11 hia {toweri ana recover the whole 
m of Pont\)s I while (llabn'o, testifying 
tnaiirm i» enier upon a trtmblwome irt- 
mtiiiucd an idle t^talor of hin mctxvei, 
OK 10 xtop ihun ui Bithynia. Thin mu- 
ipirit in the (roopi of Lticulliu, and the 
eiinaiion Glabrio sermed to have of en- 
'( Rave rise lo that genera! dorii-c which 
ed, of appointiiiR [*onipcy tf icvmiiv^lc 
i};-protnietcd wur. 

re I'limpey tried the force of his arms, he 
it pl■|^p^'r ii> propose terms of aceoninm- 
to Mithridalesj but this monarch, having 
re-.plix\l ti<ifn his great niui nunicrou-i 
dfli'Miiincd to follow lonimc while it 
I pi-<)piii.nis. He had found means to 
a very cuniider.ihlc army from the wrecks 
fornxT poller, and meditated pursuing 
imans iiitir Armenia, where he expected 
nlftlieir supplies; hut being disappointed 
, lie wa^ obliged to Hy, havmg first killed 
li ;is were n<« able lo accompany him in 
real: I'ompey, however, by great eicr- 
ov(ito,.k hin'i btrnre he could have tiny '" 
M ilie river Euphrates. It wa» iht 
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:, but being compelled to engaeey it is saidf 
the moon shining from behind the Roman 
y, lengthened their shadows so much» that 
archers of Mithridates shot their arrows at 
,e, mistaking the shadow for the substance. 
tain it is, that theAsiatic soldiers were unable 
0. iilistaiul the force of the European infantry : 
did all that lay in the power of a great and 
ixrienceJ gcnenil, to lead them on to the 
uiv'j^c, and to prevent their terrors; but they 
)uUl not bo brought to endure the shock of the 
.artiy veterans of Pompey. Being thus again 
)verthrown, witli the loss of almost all his forces, 
and Finding himself hemmed in on every side by 
the Romans, he made a desperate effort at the 
head of eight hundred horse, to break through 
tlieni ; and thus effected his escape, though with 
the loss of five hundred of his followers in theat- 
tenipt. He had long been acquainted with dis- 
tress, but his present situation seemed mon 
de]>lorable than ever ; he continued for seven- 
days, sorrowfully wandering through the fores 
til at covered the country, leading his horse 
his hand, and subsisting on whatever fruits 
accidentally found in his way. In this forlorn 
mat ion he met with about three thousand of 
s<)ldiers who had escaped from the general i 
u:i<H\ and hv their assistance he was condu< 
to one of the ma^>;a/ines, where he had depo; 
tliose treasures that were intended to suppor 
war. He then dispatched messengers tc 
tV'-nes tor aid ; hut that monarch was too i 
tHL^a'^od in suppressinir a d(micstic rebelli 
be able to send any succours abroad. ) 
pointed o:\ tli:it side, still, however, he 
, jiot despair, hut fled t(^ Ct>lchis, a state 
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omerly acknowledeed his power. Being 
Mid thither also by Fom^ejf ne took another 
ay journey, crossed the Araxes, marched 
an danger to danger, through the country of 
e Lazi, and assembling dl the barbarians he 
et with in his way, induced the Scythian 
/inces to declare against Rome. Stedfast in 
ais enmity, he continued his opposition, even 
though he found his own family confederating 
aeainst him. Though betrayed by his son 
Macharis, and his life attempted by Phamaces, 
yet he still aimed at great designs, and, even in 
the heart of Asia, projected tSe invasion of the 
Roman empire } by marching into Europe, and, 
there being joined by the fierce nations that in- 
habited Germany and Gaul, to cross the Alps 
into Italy, as Annibal had done before him. — 
* But his timid Asiatic soldiers were ill-disposed 
to second the great views of their leader. Upon 
being apprised of his intentions, a mutiny en- 
sued, which was promoted by his unnutui ;il son 
Pharnaces. 

Thus obliged to talce refuge in his palace in 
order to escape the fury of the army, he sent to 
his son for leave to depart, offering the free j^os^ 
session of all that remained of his wretchetl tor- 
tunes, and his title to those dominions «)f which 
he had been deprived by the Romans. "^I'o this 
the wretch made no direct reply ; but turning- to 
the slave that brought him the message, he hade 
him, with a stem countenance, tell his father, 
That death was all that now remained lor liim. 
Such a horrid instance of Blial impiety addo^^ 
new poignancy to the unhappy monarch's a0 
tion ; he could not refrain from venting hir 
precations, and from wishing that such an t 
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tural 'child might one day meet imh the Bfc* 
ia^^litude from his own children. Then knr- 
ing his ovra apaitment, wh«t« be bmd tibea fat 
siime lime ^<itie, he catered that puticuhrly 
apprcpriatcd to bis wires, cbiMrcn, and dc^ 
mestics, where be w.imed all lho*c to prv-part 
for death, who did not choote to undrrgn iht 
hoTToTs of a Roman captivirr. "They all reiulSf 
consented to die with their mouurch, and cb ref 
fully taking the poison, which be had hi ntadr 
ness, eipired before him. As for hiditelf, lav- 
ing used his bodf much to antidoees, tbe poiiM 
had but little elFect, ^'hereupon he aneni]ncd to 
dispatch himself with hi« sword ; bvt that aha 
failing, a Gauliiih nildier, vbose aane ra 
Bita-iis, performed this friendly office. TIhm 
died Mithridate^ betrayed by his son, and fbr> 
saken by an xmy that seemed terrified at ibr 
greatness of Ins enterprise*. His foTtnnc «w 
various, his courage always the same: be hod 
for t\venty-6ve years opposed Rome j and, 
though he was often betrayed by his capoici, 
his children, and his wives, yet he contintuUy 
found resources against his enemies in his owa 
mighty mind, and was ftirmidable to the wj 
last. 

Meanwhile, Pompey was diligently- cmi^ajvd 
hit advantages o*-er Tigranes, wbo 
to resist the Romans, but bis own 
ho had united in rebellion agaimt 
hjm. Two of these he had the fortune to o«tr> 
thicif^', and put to death ; but he was soon aAtr 
ciiiripcllcd by Pompey to surrender. Hm tr- 
maiiiing ion, who had taien teftige in the Ro- 
mp, did all that lay in fail power to 
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h bis disobedience, treated the old king 
put humanity, and restored to him the 

Ppart of his dominions, oiUy depriving 
£is conquests, and fining him six thou- 
ilents, towards defraying tlie expences of 
!■• His sun continuing still averse to a 
and threatening his father's life, was 
confined by the genertl's command, and 
id to deck his triumph, 
ipey now rushed like a torrent, carrying 
ore him; he marched over the vast moun- 
f Taurus, setting up and deposing kings 

pleasure. Danus, king of Media, and 
:hus, king of Syria, were compelled to 
: to his clemency ; while Phraates, king of 
a, was obliged to retire, and send to en- 
, peace. From thence, extending his con- 
over theThurseans andArabians,Tie reduc- 

Syria and Pontus into Roman provinces. 

turning towards Judea, he summoned 
bulus, who had usurped the priesthood 
lis elder brother Hyrcanus, to appear be- 
im; but Aristobulus having fortified the 
! of Jerusalem against him, refused to an- 
This venerable place, thus converted 
garrison, being very strong from its situa- 
leld out for three months ; but was at last 

and twelve thousand of its defenders 

Pompey entered this great sanctuary witli 
ureot resolution and fear; he shewed an 
curiosity to enter into the Holy of Holies ; 

he gazed for some time upon those things 

it was unlawful for any but the priests 
dves to behold. Nevertheless, he shewed 
ch veneration for the place, that he fore- 
suching any of the vast treasures deposited 
It B there. 



re. After restoHng Hyrcanna » Ae f 
jd and goremnient, be took Artstobula: 
n, to grace his triumph upon his retora. 
umph, which lasted two days, was the 
ilendtd that had ever entered the gan 
.ome ; in it were exposed the names cS" f 
ani^uered kingdoms, eight hundred cities t 
.wenty-nine re-peopled, »nd a thousand c 
drought to acknowledge the empire of B 
Among the prisoners led in triun^^, app 
^he son of Tigranes ; Aristobulus, kit 
Judea ; the sister of Mithridates ; togethei 
the hostages of the Albanians, Iberians, ai 
king of Comagena. The treasures that 
brought home, amounted to near four mi 
of our money ; and the trophies and other 
dours of the procession were such that the 
taiors seemed lost in the magnificent prof 
All these victories, however, rather sen 
heighten the gloty than to mcrease the si 
of the power of Rome. The canunon 
was now become too vast to be ruled, ' 
a perfect unitj' of action. The freedom m 
h had been founded seemed daily to 
lustre, and anarchy or despotism alterr 
bear sway. Even while Pompey was 
his conquests abroad, Rome was at tJ 
of ruin, from a conspiracy at home. 
. „ This conspiracy was projectei 
64. ' tied on by Sergtus Catiline, a 
by birth, who iiesolvcd to bull 
power on the downiat of his conntrr 
singularly formed, both by art and 
coiMuct a conspiracy : — possessed 
equal to the most desperate attem 
eloqueiic* to give ft cdour to lu 
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profligate in hl> 



Ht in pursuing his sumi, he wai inia- 
r wealth, only with a view to laviih it 
pleasurei : in short, as Salluit de*CTit>ei 
was a compound of opporite pauioiu t 
ste to eicess, yet patient of lalmur to a 
severe with the virtuous, JcbaucheJ 
gay ( so that he had all the vicious for 
£ hj inclhtation ; and be attached even 
the good, by his speciout display of pre* 
firtue. However, his real character at 
Kame conspicuous: he had heen accused 
ching a vestal virgin t he was suspected 
Bring his son, to gratify a criminal pas- 
id it was notorious, that in the proscrip- 
Jylla, he had killed his own brother, to 
i court to that sanguinary tyrant. 
le being plunged into deb t, by his e»pen- 
)fligacy, resolved to extricato hiniiclf 
by any means, however unlawful; his 
I, therefore, was at the consulship, in 
3 hoped to repair his shattered fortune, 
tunder of the provinces [ but in this he 
truted. This disgrace operating upon a 
turally fervid, he instantly entered into 
■iation with I'iso and some others, of 
e fortunes like himself, in which they 
■ecd to kill the consuls that had been 
loscn, with several other senators, and 
; tlie government among themselves, 
isigns, liowever, were discovered before 
re ripe for action, and the senate took 
obviate tlieir effects. Some time after, 
I sued for the consulship, and was again 
nted ; the great Cicero being preferred 
im. Enraged at these repeated mortiti. 
HH 2 cationSf 
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iS, he breathed nothing but revenj 
nished with the means, adequate 
on of his nefarious designs, 
any of those who were engaged 
conspiracy of Piso, still remainin 
is interests, he assembled them, tc 
nber of thirty, and laid before the 
operation. It ^^'as resolved among 
general insurrection should be raise 
t Italy, the different parts of whic' 
^ed to the different leaders. Ro: 
e fired in several places at once ; an 
t the head of an army raised in £t 
n the general confiison, to possess 
he city, and massacre all the senate 
tulus, one of his profligate assistant: 
been praetor or judge in the city, was 
in their general councils : Cethegus, r 
sacriticed the posesssions of great pre 
to the hopes of gratifying his revei 
Cicero, was to direct the massacre 
citv ; and Cassias was to conduct the 
it. But the kno^^'n vigilance of Cf 
chief obstacle to their designs, Cati' 
desirous to remove him before he 
upon which, two of the conspirat 
to kill him the next morning in 
pretence of an early visit on b 
meeting, however, was no sooner 
cero had information of all that 
the intrigues of a woman, na 
gained over Curius, her lover, • 
conspirators, to furnish him wit 
their deliberations. Having tr 
cautions to guard himself agair 
^is morning visitors, who wer 
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MBt) hti next care wu to provide for d>e 

of the city t and aHcmbling the lenate, 

ed what Will bctt to be done in this time of 

'. ItWiufirftasreedontoofferconiidemble 

Ji for further diKoveriet, and then to pre- 

br the defence of the state. Ciitiline, with 

anted cifnmtery,. went linldly m the senat<;i 

iHng hi» innocence, and olTuring to give any 

rity tor hii behaviour. Thew; professions, 

id witli an apparent humility, (gained aver 

iiy of the Roman Ki-natoni but Cicero, iu- 

lied at hii impudenci'. instvud of pursuing 

; husiucfii of the day, ruse up, and addressing 

m»'ll' to C;ili1iiiL', hroliL- nut into a most seven: 

Vft-rivi- :ii;:Lins| liim. 'I'lic s|ictch is still re- 

ii.i..iii|;, ill wliitli, will. ;,ll iliL- lia- of inci-used 

lo(|iiciiti', iif l^tys oven the whole course of Ca- 

iliuf's ci'imi's, :(ud the particulars of his present 

Wlu'ii Citi'io w:is seated, Catiline rose in his 
urn, iiiiil, viith wcl Up repured dissimulation, ;inJ 
t dcjfi-toil ciiuuti'iiiince, besought the senato not 
o iTiHiit viiin reports concennng him; nor be- 
ii've i!i;ii a person ol" his r;mk would be ijuiltv 
.f such vile imputations. While he was coii- 
inuinj; his defence, und beginning to iiitri'dvict 
;iinie ivlleetions ;ic;iinst the consul, the sen.ite 
•efu'icd to lie-ir him ; whereupon he declared 
iloud. '• That since he w-.is denied the ljbcr:y of 
' vindicating binistlt, and driven ht.ijli'r.;; by 
• his cnemifs be would eitinguiih iho n.inie 
' ttut was raided about him, if the ccn«>qr.cr.i.-e 
' slumid pnwe universal ruin," Tiui- ^•.'i.-.p, 
ic r^uOieJ mi', of the assembly, thrfa;t-:~i; de- 
.iniction to all hii opposers. As sc-r. ^i r.t had 
neturoed to hii bouie, and bejja:; to rtr-e^i tm 
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what had passed, he perceived it vain to &- 
sembie any longer j wherefore resolving to enter 
M. once into action, before the commonweakh 
was prepared to oppose him, he left Rome hj 
night, with a small retinue, to hasten tcnsaiAi 
Etruria, where Matdius, one of the conspirators, 
was raisin? an array for his support. 

Meanwhile, Cicero took proper precautions to 
secure all the conspirators who remained in 
Rome ( and induced the people, by the power of 
his eloquence, to second his designs. Lentulns, 
Cethegus, Caisius, and several others, were put 
in continemeot ; and it was propounded to At 
senate, what course should be taken with the 
prisoners. Capital punishments were rare, ex- 
cept in civil broils, and even odious in Rome ; 
while, on the other hand, the crimes of which 
they were convicted, required a quick and ex- 
emplary punishment. Silanns, the ensuing year's 
consul, was of opinion, that they shouldbe put 
to death. To this, all who spoke after him 
readily assented, till it came Co Julius Csesai't 
turn to deliver his opinion. This eiiraordioary 
man, who was chosen prator for the ensuine 
year, had, from the beginning of his Ufe, chalkea 
out a way to universal empire ■, and now thought 
that a show of clemency upon this occasinn 
would conciliate the favour of the people. It a 
siippoied, indeed, by some, that he secretly fe- 
vciured the conspiracy, and only waited for.iti 
first successes, to put himself at its head. He, 
therefore, observed, in an elegant and elaborate 
speech, for of all orators in the commonwealth 
he was inferior to Cicero alone, that those who 
vnted for death, were on the merciful side, since 
death was but the relief of the miserable, and 
^ left 
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left no sense of good or ill bcj^cmd it. Tlie 
heinousneis of the prestent crime, he .luid, might 
justify liny neverity ; but the example wa d^iv- 

Ciis in a free slate, where power sometimes 
, _iened to fitll into bad hands. I'lioii^h no 
danger could be apprehended from such ii con- 
sul as Cicero, yet, in other times, and under 
other consuls, none could say how f:ir justice 
mif^t stop short of cruelty : hia opinion, there- 
fore, was, thai the conspirators iiIkiiiM be 
sentenced to perpetual imorisonment. Cssar'a 
speech, delivered witli all tne nrti of a complete 
orator, seemed to make a great impresiitnn on 
the assembly : Silanus began to waver i and even 
the friends of the consul were almost convinced, 
when Porcius Cato, at last, stood up to oppose 
it. No (WO characters could be more opposite, 
than his and that of the former speaker. Cesar 
was merciful, gentle, and insinuating ; Caio se- 
vere, impetuous, and overbearing: C«sar loved 
his country, in hopes one day to govern it ; Cato 
loved it more than other countries, only because 
he ihouvht it more free ; the one scrupled no 
means, however illicit, to attain hia ends ; the 
other laboured but to one end, and by out way, 
to reach the most perfect justice by the most 
inflexible virtue. In short, Cjcsar was a follower 
oi Epicurus, and Cato was a rigid stoic. 

He began therefore by describing Cicero as 
he really wasi — a man dignified with almost every 
virtue conducive to private happiness, together 
with all the talents that could impmve public 
felicity. He proceeded, by expressing his wonder 
how any debate could arise about puniihing men 
who had actually commenced war upon ilieir 
country : that he had never pardooed in himself 



- * IS nc-" 



cmricwo, °^ j^t of "" °^;^ to p« " 



ftOUb - 357 

le, with nntlting left him, but eitlii^r to die or 

>nqaert he resolved to in:ikeone vigorous effort 
jefore dejoiiy couM decide agiiinst liim. An- 
toninus, the consul, being sick, the conimarid de. 
Tolvedupon lii? lieutenant, Petreius, who after 
a fierce and bloody action, in which he lost a 
considerable part ot'his best troops, killed ^^ q 
Catiline and his whole army, which ('j.' 
fought deqwnwely to the last man. In n - 
a word, they all fell in the very ranks in ggg* 
which they stood when alive ; and, as if 
inspired with the spirit of their leader, fought 
not so much to conquer, as to sell a bloody 
victory, and to mingle public calamity with their 
private ruin. 

The commonwealth, being thus freed from 
their apprehensions>of danger, unanimously con- 
curred in their applauses of Cicero, whose coun- 
sels had been the chief means of preventing the 
total overthrow of the constitution. Public 
thanks were decreed him by tlie senate, and, at 
the instance of Cato, he was styled the Fjtiier of 
his country ; the people, with loud accI;imattons, 
confirmed the justice of the decree*. 

The extinction of this conspiracy, hov/ever, 
seemed only to leave an open tlieatrc (or the 
ambition of the great men of tlie Hate to JispUy 
itself in. Pompey was now returned in triumph 
from conquering llie East, with numt-rous lau- 
rels added to those he had acquirt-d before. 

• Th^ glory ol C-itro atthi. inoiiKnl lp(w.I^ im Uvt l«n 
■t in Iieight. TliiAJtli luuust doe. wi-. «ciii lii g.-i«iil lu 
U« iH-=n 1 t.,:.,'.i!Li-.iuiul qujiiiy .n him, .i-^ pir,.,, t,t, 
cuuM behive »illi m«( iciujuliun duting (hi- i-iriiinc* of 
ihii cunipincy, which i«iuir<rd ill lit tniUiani powtii u 
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Every eye was fixed upon hiir 
most powerful man in the state, 

foveming it at his pleasure. His 
ad procured him the surname of Great, and he 
was still more pleased with the title than the 
consciousness of deserving it. This was the post 
his ambition aimed at } he seemed more de- 
sirous of being the leader tli;m the ruler of his 
country ; of being applauded than obeyed. He 
had it often in his power to make himself master 
of the state by force ; but he eitlier declined the 
risque, or lived in perpetual expectation of re- 
ceiving as a gift, what he did not choose to ex- 
tort by violence. 

His first object upon his return, was, to direct 
the election of both the consuls, by whose help 
he hoped he should readily obtain the ratifica- 
tion of all that he had done in Asia ; together 
with a distribution of lands to his soldiers, from 
the countries they had conquered. However, 
he wa;: disappointed in both these expectations, 
though certainly not unreasonable. The senate, 
who began to see and dread his power, were de- 
sirous of lessening it by every opposition. The 
consuls likewise opposed him upon all occasions, 
and were seconded by all those who were not 
the avowed instruments of his party. The tri- 
bune, Flavius, who was the promoter of the 
proposed law, impatient of the delay, and ani- 
mated by Pompey's power, had the hardiness to 
commit Metellus the consul to prison ; and when 
all the senate followed and resolved to go to 
prison with him, the tribune placed his chair 
agains: the door, to prevent them. This violence, 
however, gave such offence to the people, that 
_Pompey found it advisable lo dnw off the tri- 
bunc, 



hvxitt and relea«e the coniul. Such iinexpccted 
oppoiition in the lennte convinced liim that hi« 
own intercut alone wnuld not lie mifficii'nt t<> rule 
the coRimoi) wealth, without indudiii}; %(\me of tlie 
mnst powerful men of tlio stute, not u« jiurtni^rs to 
divide hiK power, but as instmments to :isnisi it. 
CdismiBi the richeH man in Rome, wm, next 
to I'ompev, poswMed iif the greatt-Kt authority j 
hi» party in the nennte wan even »ti'imgL'r ihiin 
thitn thui ot' hi* rival) and the envy raini-d ugiiiniit 
him wai leM. He nn<l Pompey nad been lon^ 
diiiinfted by an opposition of interosin, mid of 
charactcri i however, it wai from a conlinimnce 
of their mutual jci»lou«iCN, that the sl;itc I'oiild 
cipfct in fiilnrc wf'cty. It wan in this %ihi.iiinii 
of things that Jnlins Cxsar, who had lalciy j^one 
prxtor into Spain, and had retumed with j^rtMt 
riches and glory, resolvfd Co convorl tlic two 
rivals to his own advantage. This ci'k'ljijiu^J 
m:m was m-phew to Marina, hy the fVni;ilc liiii', 
iind dL-sc-ndfd tVom one- of the mokt illnsinuus 
families in linmc: he had already n»niiiii-.l in 
cniini-nci; hy the ri'niilar gradations of i.lllci- ; 
having lici-n <|U^stor, a:dile, and grand ]iiiiiiiir, 
and prTtor in .Spain. Iking dfsecndcd liom 
popular anci"iiorK, hu wamily ("ipoustil tin- sido 
ol' till- pc'0]>lc, and sJiortly after the deaili of 
.Sylla pi'ocnred those wliom he had li.ini'-licd to 
he rLTallcd. He had constantly declared for tlic 
i)o|iiilace against the senate, and conse<|neiiily 
becaniL' their favouriw magistrate. His Neivices 
in .Spain had deserved a triumph, and liis ani- 
hition aspired to the consulship. However, it 
was contrary to law for him to enjoy Iwihi lor 
to obtain the consulship, he muit con^c into tlie 
city, and by entering the citT', he was discjuali- 
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fcired solid power to empty parade, and deter- 
mined to stand for the consulship ; at the s;ime 
time, resolving to attach the two most powerful 
men in the state to him, by effecting their re- 
conciliation. He accordingly began by offering 
his services to Pompey, promising to use his in- 
fluence in favour of the objects he wished to ac- 
complish, notwithstanding the senate's oppo- 
sition. Pompey, pleased with the acquisition of 
a person of so much merit, readily granted him 
his confidence and protection. He next applied 
to Crassus, who, from former connections, was 
disposed to join in the closest bonds of amity : 
at length, finding neither averse to an union of 
interests, he took an opportunity of bringing them 
together ; and, remonstrating to tliem on the ad- 
vantai^e, as well as the necessity, of a recon- 
ciliation, had art enough to persuade them to 
forgot past animosities. A combination was 
. ^ thus formed, by which they agreed, that 
(,0^ nothing should be done in the common- 
^ wealth, but what received their mutual 
^^^^' concuiTcnce and approbation. This ob- 
tained the appellation of the First Tri- 
umvirate, by which the constitution was sub- 
jected to a new interest, very different from that 
oi tlie senate or the people, and yet dependent on 
hotli. A power like this, however, as it depended 
ujKui the nice equilibrium of jarring elements, 
could mil he of long continuance; and, in tact, 
it or.ly paved the way to that military despotism, 
\\ li\ h >vHMi usurped every function of govem- 
Tik'n:, i.nd destroyed even the shadow of Roman 
lil)i'U\. Tliis, indeed, constitutes a memorable 
t pi nil ill the history of Rome; and forms a n«i- 
liual aivi.>.i()n of our subject. 

END OF THE FlUST VOLUMli. 'i 
T. Pavifcun, White -frk.rs. "^ 
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